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Tourism and Regional Development in Yoron Island

KUWAHARA Sueo

Faculty of Law and Humanities, Kagoshima University

Abstract
Tourism in Yoron had its peak in 1979 and after that the number of tourists decreased markedly.
After the boom, Yoron islanders have ever been trying to bring tourists back again by creating various
kinds of events and attractions not only in summer but also in off-seasons. During the boom, farmers
were more depending on tourist industries. After the boom, they are more depending on agriculture

and stock breeding. Tourism in Yoron also sifted from passive to active, from quantitative to
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qualitative, from amusement to health oriented, and from summer to all year round type tourism.
Yoron island seems to be still in the process of constructing self-image to differentiate her from other

touristic sites by focusing on 'health and healing'.

Keywords: tourism, regional development, difference, self-image
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