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Preface

The Japanese economy which was destroyed in World War II developed until it became
through the efforts of its people the eminent economic power in the world. With prosperity, life
became easier, and opportunities arose for radical thought in Japanese society. Whenever this
situation is reflected in a school, there are problems of bullying and non-school attendance, and
the staff of a school is responsible.

On the other hand, instruction by a parent to children is tinged with emotion, and education
in the home thrives as it can in a private supplementary school. Such a situation was not
anticipated 60 years ago when the school system was designed, and it has cast a big shadow
across the school education which is conservative and resistant to change. Society needs more
information. It is a fact that it is easy to collect such information, and is easy to use it.

However, to reap the benefit, it is advantageous to live in urban areas which are densely
populated. The people of more remote places and islands, where infrastructure of IT is less
advanced, are excluded from the evolution of infrastructure of IT.

Criminal activities and family hardship involving the young people occur frequently in
urban area. There are various reason for this. However, we want to look once again at the
situation in remote places and in the society of islands which are experiencing depopulation. It is
extremely unusual to hear of a breaks down in such a society where children are protected and
everyone knows everyone else.

A small high school in southernmost Japan seems to have obtained a ticket to Koshien, and
there is a possibility that children will become strong as a consequence.We feel uneasy when we
forget the very important things that define traditional Japanese culture to move somewhere
where Japanese society develops rapidly. In addition, there are some things that play an
important role in children’ s education in remote places and islands generally.

The Faculty of Education of the three Universities of Ryukyus, Kagoshima, and Nagasaki,
which are located in a prefecture where there are a lot of remote places and islands, join forces
to find a key to improving Japanese future education. In the four areas of child understanding,
school education, practical use of information and traditional upbringing, we investigate,
analyze, and develop a concrete image of an ideal method of school education, which we regard
as suitable for of Japan.
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