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Preface

This document reports on “Global Warming and the Pacific Islands”, and is the output from
the Islands Forum-International Symposium that was held at Kagoshima University on 4th
February 2006, organized by the Kagoshima University Research Center for the Pacific Islands.
The symposium was held to examine the important problems caused by global warming in the
Pacific Islands, and to assess the present situation. This symposium was sponsored by Japan
Consortium for Area Studies and supported by the Japan Society of Island Studies, Japanese
Society for Oceanic Studies, the Pacific Society, Kagoshima Prefecture Government and
Citizen's Alliance for Saving the Atmosphere and the Earth.

Global warming has become a serious issue on a global scale and caused various impacts
on the environment such as unusual climate and rising sea level. Greenhouse gases which cause
global warming are emitted by developed countries but the Pacific Islands hardly emits any at
all. These islands are therefore ‘victims’ of foreign greenhouse gas emissions. Japan is ranked
high in the list of greenhouse gas emitters. For that reason, we have to work to reduce emissions
and exercise our leadership in the international scene, especially considering that we held the
presidency of Kyoto Conference on the Prevention of Global Warming (COP3) in the past.

It has been determined that one region where global warming will soon have huge influ-
ences is the Pacific Islands. Across these islands, the erosion and loss of land has already been
reported and some inhabitants from low-lying atoll nations have been forced to move to the other
countries, such New Zealand, posing problems for community-based identities in the adopted
homes. The sustainability of natural environments, socioeconomic systems, and developing na-
tions' wellbeing are becoming serious issues. This document contains the contents discussed in
the lectures presented during the symposium.

Editors MORIWAKI Hiroshi and Kawar Kei

March 2007
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The village of Navuti on Moturiki Island
(central Fuiji) lies only just above sea level.



