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Island Groups of Kagoshima Prefecture as the Chain of Islands

— A Field Confirmation of the Continuous Area Characteristic Between Islands from
Social and Livelihood Environmental Domain for Islands Management—

NAGASHIMA Shunsuke

Research Center for the Pacific Islands, Kagoshima University
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Abstract
A field confirmation was carried out for southern-northern island chain for continuation extensity
and relationship in managements and endeavors within the cultural, social, and historic environmental
conditions. We have performed research on almost all inhabited islands. The research route carefully
considered the island positioning. This report focuses on Koshikizima Islands, Tokunoshima Island and their
surrounding regions. Due to their historical connection in commerce and transportation, the relationship
between the island and the island groups were stronger than to the mainland (Kagoshima or Kumamoto) .
This also acted as main route for trade and cultural transition. These islands have been part of the same
governmental since the Satsuma shogunate government in the Edo Period. However for political and historical
reasons these island groups have not been referred to as one island group. As for the present day, there
are no longer reasons to maintain the constraint. Furthermore, these islands are appropriately scattered in
temperate to subtropical climate zones; we can recognize them as the best sensor zone. Nowadays these

islands are conveniently called as Kagoshima Chain Islands.
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