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Postural and gestural imitation of children with early childhood

pervasive developmental disorders

Kazuhiro Tnoue ', Kouhei Motono *
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Abstract
The present study conducted 12 types of imitation tasks for 16 children aged 4 to 6 years with pervasive
developmental disorders (PDD) for the purpose of figuring out the characteristics of their imitations. As a result,
achievement ratio were low in complicated postural and gestural imitation tasks in which four limbs take the different
limb positions. Further, it was revealed that it was difficult for children to perform the imitation involving in their body
and things. It is thought that their characteristics are associated with perceptional and cognitive dysfunctions particular
to the children with PDD, i.c., the difficulty to look on the whole things and the difficulty to understand a body schema

as well as “top and bottom”/“right and left” relations.

Key words: pervasive developmental disorders, postural imitation, gestural imitation, body schema,

perceptional and cognitive dysfunctions



