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Socio - economic life of Island Communities
in Eastemn With  Particular
References of Sangihe Islands
Eddy Mantjoro
(ZBEMREY —F8HES)

Indonesia:

Sangihe regency or prefecture composed of
77 islands of which 5 islands are small in size
and 72 are of tiny islands. It is located in
eastem Indonesia about 5° North of equator in
the western Pacific im and connected north
Sulawesi peninsula to the southem part of the
Philippine islands. Their socio-economic life
can be trace through the practice of marine tenure
system, capitalization of production, fish
marketing, catch sharing and consumption
pattern.

Historical notes indicated that since 1520s
up to the end of 1960 the Sangihe islanders
recognized only the island and its surrounding
sea belonged to the community living on the
island (Communal property). After 1970 some
communal property splitted to individual
household property ( Private property). Sea
water outside these two types of property
considered belong to nobody (Open access).
Despite, legally, all land and waters within
Indonesian territory is state property in status
but some islands communities continued to
practice of communal property system. This
were managed based on traditional sea tenure
system with seke fishery as its pivot
organization.

The capitalization of production in term of
providing fishing gear and technology remain

predominated by communal practice i.e. group

mutual providing (55%), self made (30%),
patron-client basis (15%), and bank credit (0%).
Capital borrowing from banking institutions
remain strange for the islanders in this region.

Fish marketing on barter basis with other
agricultural foodstuffs and other goods are still
common. Betore 1990, most of catch were
sold on consign basis to the nearest town fish
market by fishers themselves but it were made
fisher always lost, therefore, latter they trusted it
to the fish traders to sell out.

There are four types of catch share system
found in Sangihe island communities. These
are; (1) Equal share on communal basis, catchis
not share only among the fishers who participate
in the fishing operation but embraced also some
community members such as village head,
teachers, priest, widower, orphan, and aged
people,(2) Equal share on household basis,
catch is distributed to all household members
of fisher group irrespective of their participation
in fishing operation, (3) Equal share on capital
ownership basis, only fisher who participated
in fishing operation will get share, (4)No share,
valid forindividual fisher who operate their own
fishing gear such as angling and trap.

In general, consumption pattern polarized
into two main pattem, (1) eat for life and, (2)
life for eat. The first is embraced those
households who think foods as the basic needs
for the survive of life. While the second is those
households who timiliar with exaggregate
consumption. Ultimately, both of these pattern
lead to the same resulti.e. lower level ofliving
condition and poverty. The ditference is that the
natural

tormer tend to preserve islands’

resources and the latter prone to exhaust.
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