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A Caribbean Experience: Diverse History,
Culture and People with Emphasis on
Barbados
Anthony Kellman
(JNUINE 2 BRIEEREE )

Barbados is one of more than 7000 islands
which stretches from the coast of Florida to the
northern edge of Venezuela making up the
Caribbean. It was first inhabited by Amerindians
namely the Arawaks and Caribs before the
Europeans arrived in 1627. The name Barbados is
said to be derived from the Portuguese word “Los
Barbados™. It means the bearded ones and came
from the numerous bearded fig trees (Ficus
citrofolia) found on the island at that time.

The first
established by the English in 1627 and the island

settlement on Barbados was
have remained traditionally British. Agriculture has
always played a major role in the economic
development of the island and no crop has
succeeded sugar cane. It was introduced into
Barbados in 1637 after crops such as tobacco,
cotton, cassava and maize proved unprofitable to
the early settlers. The Barbados economy
developed with the development of the sugar
industry and this is quite evident throughout the
island.

Today the economy is not so dependent on
agriculture and sugar as tourism has taken over
providing around 50% of the gross domestic
product. Other industries providing economic
benefits are manufacturing, light industries and
financial services. Agriculture along with fishing
occupies 15% of the labor force and it is as
diversified as the economy. Along with sugar cane

from which sugar and rum are exported, other crops

such as Sea Island cotton, yams, sweet potatoes and
a variety of fruits and vegetables are currently
being produced on the island.

Barbados , having a size of 432sq km and a
population of 264 thousand people gained
independence in 1966. It has since gained the
reputation as one of the most developed of the
developing nations. Boasting a 98% literacy rate, an
extensive transport and telecommunication system

it is considered the hub of the Caribbean Islands.
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West Papua in the New Millennium:
Otonomi, Merdeka or Chaos?
Peter King
(ERBAFZTREHREIY—)
The case of East Timor shows that it is indeed
possible for disenchanted provinces to exit the
Indonesian unitary state. In Timor 24 years of
terrible abuses by the Indonesian state and the
military and costly struggle by the people led to a
climactic army-backed militia campaign of terror
and destruction, but there is now at least a fair
prospect of peace and independence under a United
Nations guarantee.
Clearly the reformasi of the interregnum of
President Habibie in 1998/9 did not mollify the
East Timorese who chose independence when

given the chance in the August referendum of last



year. Will the West Papuans, with the East Timor
example before them, and a history of almost
equally terrible and much longer exploitation and
human rights abuse behind them, now be satisfied
by President Gus Dur’s promises—promises of
protecting human rights and granting special
autonomy and ensuring a more just division of the
revenues generated by exploitation of Papua’s
rich resources?

On the other hand, would or could even a fully
reformed and effectively democratic Indonesian
government yield to the Papuan demand for

independence?

ZEMZID No.39 (5)

The paper will argue that the "Indonesian”
project has failed as decisively in West Papua as it
did in East Timor, and that in order to avoid another
Timor Indonesia will have to yield to the logic of
the record of its own fatal abuses and failures
among the Papuans, many of which are continuing.
In other words independence will have to be
conceded. The paper argues that this will prove the
least costly outcome for all concerned, including
the United Nations, with its history of conniving in
the fraudulent Act of Free Choice in 1969, which
people to

delivered an unwilling Papuan

“legitimate” annexation by Indonesia.
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