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Histories of the Before . Leluh, Nan Madol,

and the Deep Past

David Hanlon

(ZEBEMEE 9 —, Univ of Hawai' i)

This presentation focuses on the megalithic
ruins found at Leluh in Kosrae and Nan Madol
on Pohnpei. Both Kosrae and Pohnpei are high
volcanic islands separated by 400 miles of
ocean; they are part of the Eastern Caroline
group of the larger Micronesian geographical
area. The similarities between the two sets of
ruins are striking, and suggest contact,
influence and exchange of a significant degree.
Scientists date the beginnings of construction
at Leluh and Nan Madol to AD 1250-1400 and
AD 900-1100,

"prehistoric" does them no justice. While the

respectively. The word

subject of comment by later explorers,
travelers and archaeologists, these similarities
invite more extensive consideration for their
potential to reconfigure the histories of these
islands away from colonial presumptions and
categories, and toward more local

constructions of time, space, distance,

movement, and migration. The very idea of
Micronesia is placed at risk by this and other
examples of contacts and articulations among
islands in the time before the establishment of
formal colonial rule in the region. An
exploration of the engagement between Kosrae
and Pohnpei in the deeper past also offers a
different historical perspective on mobility and
abiding within and beyond contemporary

"Micronesia."
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