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The euryhaline rotifer Brachionus phica-
tilis (O. F. Miiller ) is used extensively
as food offered to cultured marine fish larvae
in the first 15—30 days of their life. In
order to meet the large required quantities
this rofier is mass cultured at high densi-
ties. Today, great emphasis is put on the
strain and condition of cultures in order to
obtain rotifers of the appropriate size repro-
ducing asexually at high rates and yields.

One of the main problems in culturing roti-
fers 1s the unpredictability of mass cultures.
These may often fail for yet unknown reasons,
leaving the aquaculturist without any source
of food. We have examined methods for pres-
ervation of rotifers either through production
of resting eggs or by maintaining them alive
at 4°C at high densities for periods lasting
16—35 days.

In examining ways for wider use of this
rotifer we found that it could accelerate
growth of fresh water carp and ornamental
Roi larvae.
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