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Fisheries Technical Cooperation by Japan

Tokuya KIKUCHI*

Summary

In the South Pacific island countries, economic development is greatly dependent on
fisheries development. It is necessary for these countries, therefore, to make the best
use of their fishery resources in 200 nautical mile zones and they are strongly
requesting to increase access fees for distant water fishing nations as a mean of
increasing revenues. In tandem with this approach, they are encouraging the
introduction of joint ventures and foreign investment, and shifting the industry from
tuna fishing operations to processing of products on land to produce additional revenue
and expand foreign markets. A good example might be the joint venture in Solomon
Islands. In the outer islands of these countries, however, many residents are still
engaged in subsistent fishing. Accordingly, it is an important political objective to
promote and up-grade fisheries in order to raise their standard of living and improve
nutrition. On the other hand, in urban areas where consumer demand is expanding,
there is a need to further develop commercial fisheries. To meet these needs, the
countries in the region request various types of cooperation from dJapan and its
Overseas Fisheries Cooperation Foundation (OFCF), as well as other organizations,
which are extending versatile forms of cooperation, such as technical cooperation for
coastal fisheries development, personnel training in various courses, provision of
equipment and materials through Japanese fishery organizations, technical
rehabilitation and maintenance of fishery facilities, etc. Many remarkable results have
been achieved, which are highly appreciated by recipient countries. Reflecting on the
results of some projects that were terminated, however, transferred technologies are not
always found to have been effectively utilized in the project site, despite the great
efforts of dispatched experts. Some of this is attributable to the lack of technical
knowledge of regional personnel, weak back-up systems of regional governments,
insufficient maintenance of facilities due to insufficiency of running budgets, etc. It is
necessary, therefore, to have clear insight and understanding of the socioeconomic
circumstances of the region or country where a project is being implemented.
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