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Seasonal Changes of Growth of Herbs in a

Grassland in Osumi Peninsula
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Summary

The seasonal changes of growth of leaf, stem, root and sexual organ were investi-
gated on the three herbs (Lysimachia clethroides, Saussurea japonica and Adenophora triphylla)
in the grassland in Osumi peninsula, Southern Kyushu.

The life form of each species was indicated evidently by the curve of seasonal
change of growth of individual plant. For example, the curve of perennial species was
a low hill type and that of biennial species was a steep mountain type. Out of the
curves, the seasonal change of root growth shows particulaly the specific character in
respect of the life form. Therefore, it is supposed that the trends in the seasonal

changes of root growth of perennial herbs are applicable to perennial grasses.





