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The State of Crop Production and
Mungbean (Vigna radiate L.)
Research in Bangladesh
Abdul Karim
BEREAFZTEEMRA R 5—EE
Bangladesh is an overpopulated country
with about 900 persons/km?. Because of its
high population pressure, the country has
to pay major focus on cereal production.
Most of the cropping patterns are dominated
by rice. More than 90 % of the arable land
is brought under cultivation, and there is a
little scope for increasing production
horizontally (i.e. by bringing more land
under cultivation). Recently, Bangladesh
achieved self sufficiency in cereal production.
Vegetables production trend is also positive
for its ready market, high demand and
availability of good variety, though fruits
production remains static. Production of
grain legumes (pulses) and oilseeds declined
sharply, mostly for decreasing of cultivation

area.
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Pulses play an important role for supplying
vegetable protein to the common people.
Pulse soup in everyday meal and snacks of
various kinds are very popular. To meet the
demand, the country has to import more
than 50% of its requirement for pulses,
spending hard currency. There are many
species of pulses in Bangladesh, broadly-
(i) winter pulse, e.g. grasspea, chickpea,
lentil, garden pea, Frenchbean, cowpea,
etc. and (i) summer pulse, eg. mungbean
and blackgram. As a summer pulse,
mungbean is considered as one of the most
popular pulses for its high palatability and
wider uses. The growth period of mungbean
is short (~ 60 days) and it can be grown in
both early (kharif 1) and late summer
(kharif 1). Mungbean is also grown in
between winter crops and summer rice
(amon rice) to minimize competition with
cereals. Moreover, mungbean can be grown
successfully with maize and sugarcane, as
intercropping, with a minimum competition
with those main crops.

Despite numerous advantages, mungbean
production is decreasing. This is mainly
because, with the expansion of irrigation
facilities, rice area has been increased in
good soils, and other crops including
mungbean are pushing to marginal lands.
Moreover, as a tropical crop, mungbean
faces many biotic and abiotic stresses
during its growth. The major stresses are
low nutrient status of the soil, water stress,
waterlogging, salinity and mungbean yellow

mosaic virus (MYMV). Strategic researches

are going on with partner organizations to
develop MYMV resistant short duration
varieties that perform well under specific
There
1000 genotypes to

environmental conditions. is a
collection of about
accomplish the job. Recently government
has also taken a step to popularize crop
diversification program. It is presumed that
with the adoption of crop diversification
policy and the development of problem
specific technology, the area and production

of pulses will increase in near future.
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South Pacific Studies Vol. 25 No. 2 (March 2005)

Terence Miro Laufa: Japan's Development Aid Effects on the Rural Transport Industry in

PNG: Evidence from the Bereina-Malalaua Road

Razia Sultana Chowdhury, Md. Abdul Karim, M. Moynul Haque, Abdul Hamid and Tetsushi
Hidaka: Effects of Enhanced Level of CO2 on Photosynthesis, Nitrogen Content and
Productivity of Mungbean (Vigna radiata L. Wilczek)

Occasional Papers No. 41 (March 2005)
"Symbiosis" of Human being and Nature in the South Pacific Islands. Kawai K. & Nishimura
S., eds.
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