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The domain of Satsuma, which during the Edo period comprised the entire Kagoshima Prefecture and

apart of Miyazaki Prefecture, had more than one hundred characteristic castle towns called “Fumoto” (li-

t.: "foot of a mountain”).

The streets had their direction determined based on two types of geometrical axes. One of these axes

was the castled mountain where one could look down on the townspeaple’s area. The other was probably

one or more characteristic landmark mauntains surrounding the town.

These historical towns still exist today and can teach us about the concept of premodem city planning.
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