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Cherry-blossom viewing and regional society
— A case study of the Tadamoto-park in Isa City, Kagoshima Prefecture —

Hualei XIONG

Abstract

This paper describes the historical process of Tadamoto park in Isa City in Kagoshima prefecture to
become a popular sight for cherry-blossom viewing, and how the people around the park was involved in the
preservation of the cherry trees to maintain the park. Previous studies on cherry-blossom viewing always fell
into a general description and argument of cherry-blossom viewing in a wider context of Japan. Also they
always focused on the cherry-blossom viewing from the viewers point of views. Thus, my study will focus
on how cherry-blossom viewing is deeply related to regional society. The cherry trees of Tadamoto park were
restored twice in the past. The study describes how and why the community people of Isa made such an effort
to restore the cherry trees, and what did it meant to them. In conclusion, [ argue that the place of cherry
blossom viewing became a common base for the community people to give them a collective memory of the
place. Also I will maintain that the collective memory in turn contributed as a driving force for community
people to recover the cherry trees and sustain the place for cherry-blossom viewing.
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