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ThisbookISaimedatintroducing

thereadertotheSatsunanIslands,agroup

ofaboutthirtyislandslocatedinsouthern

Japan.Webeginbyclarifyingthe

geographicscopeoftheislands.The

stringofislandsextendinginasouthwesterly

directionfromthesouthernmosttipof

KyushutoTaiwanistheNansei

Islands.TheseNanseiIslandsalsoform

theborderlinebetweentheEastChina

SeaandthePacificOcean・Theislandsin

thesouthernhalfoftheNanseiIslands,

whichbelongtoOkinawaPrefecture,are

calledtheRyukyuIslands・Thoseinthe

northernhalf,whichbelongtoKagoshima

Prefecture,aretheSatsunanIslandsof

thisbook．"SatsunanIslands"literally

means"theislandssouthofSatsuma,"

thusthetitleofthisbook"Beyond

Satsuma.”

"Satsuma"wasfirstrecordedasa
W

geographicalnamearoundthe8th

century・Itwasthenameofthesouthern

halfofKagoshima,whichisonthe

westernsideofKyushu'ssouthernmost

tip.Neartheendofthe12thcentury,the

ShimazuClangainedcontrolover

Osumi,HyugaandSatsumaandformed

theSatsumaDomain,whichlaterbecame

approximatelytheKagoshimaPrefecture

oftoday.

Duetoitsgeographicposition.

SatsumahasbeenKyushu'sgatewayto

andfromabroad,andculturalproductsof

everydescriptionhavebeencomingin

andgoingoutforcenturies・Forexample.

sweetpotatoesoriginallyfromCentral

AmericafirstenteredJapanthrough

Satsumaandarecalled"Satsuma

potatoes"inJapantoday・Andartisans

broughttoSatsumafromtheKorean

Peninsulacreatedoriginalporcelain.

whichbecameworldrenownas"Satsuma

ware."

Thereisalsoatypeofmandarin

orangeknownasuns加-mikanin

Japanesebutas"satsumas"inEnglish.

Uns加-mikanshaveexcellentqualities

notfoundinothercitrusfruit.For

example,theyhaveveryfewseedsand

areverysweet,andtheycanbeeasily

peeledwiththefingers・Theorangesare

originallyfromanareainSatsumacalled

Nagashima・Seedlingswereexportedto

theUSAinthelatterhalfofthe19th

century,andthefruittheyborecameto

becalled"satsumas"aftertheirplace

oforigin.

Inadditiontothemainlandislands

knownasHokkaido,Honshu,Shikoku

andKyushu,theJapaneseArchipelago

alsocontainsalmostfivethousand

smallerislands・Twohundredandfortyof

themarepartofKagoshimaPrefecture.

Havingthefifthhighestnumberof

islandsofallprefecturesinJapan,

KagoshimaPrefectureisoneofJapan's

foremostprefecturesthataremadeupof

manyislands・Hereitmustbeexplained

thataprefecture,theEnglishtranslation

oftheJapanesetermkenoritsequivalents.

isthelargestadministrativedivisionin

thelocalgovernmentsofJapan.Thereare

currentlyforty-sevenprefecturesinJapan.



Withinaprefecture,therearemunicipalities

includingcities{shiinJapanese),towns

{machiorcho)andvillages{muraor

son).

KagoshimaPrefecturecontainsthe

KoshikiIslands,theSatsunanIslandsand

someoftheAmakusaIslands.TheSatsunan

IslandsandOkinawa'sRyukyuIslandstogether

formastringofislandsthatleadstoTaiwan.

Sinceancienttimes,theislandshave

playedanimportantroleasa"roadover

theocean"linkingJapantotheAsian

ContinentandtootherplacesinthePacific.

TheoceanseparatestheSatsunan

Islandsfromtheirneighboringislands

andfrommainlandKyushu・Moreover,

廿omthepointofviewoftheKantoand

Kansaidistricts,whichareJapan'spolitical

andeconomicalcenters,theSatsunan

Islandsaresituatedfarawayinthedistant

periphery.Butequallytheislandsaredi-

rectlylinkedbyoceantotheoutside

world.

TheSatsunanIslandsmainlyconsist

ofthreeislandgroups,whicharethe

OsumiIslands,theTokaraIslandsand

theAmamiIslands.Ofalltheislandsin

thoseislandgroups,twenty-oneislands

areinhabited.Inthisbook,asexamples.

wehaveselectedsevenofthoseislands

andtwovillagesthataremadeoftiny

islands.

Specifically,fromtheOsumiIslands,

Characteristics
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weselectedTanegashimaIsland,YakuIsland,

andavillagecalledMishima,whichconsists

ofKuroIslandandothertinyislands.We

selectedtheTokaraIslands,withtheir

seveninhabitedislands,asawhole,because

theislandsconstituteavillagecalled

Toshima・AndfromtheAmamiIslands,

weselectedAmamiOshimaIsland,Kikai

Island,TokunoshimaIsland,Okinoerabu

IslandandYoronIsland.

Hereaquicknoteonthenamingof

islandsinJapanesemaybeinorder・The

Japanesewordforislandisshima・Asa

partofthenameofanisland,however.

sh加aoftenbecomesitsphoneticvariant

jima.Itmustbealsonotedthatthe

propernameandthewordshimaor

/肋asometimesbecomesointermingled

thatwecannotseparatethemanymore.

Inthiscase,weusethewholenameasin

TanegashimaIsland(strictlyspeaking

"Island"isredundant)．Otherwisewe

separatethemandtranslateshimaor

ﾉ伽aby"island"asinYakuIsland.

AmamiOshimaIslandistheonlyexcep-

tioninthatweusethewholenamebut

thenameconsistsoftwowords,where

o功加ameansa"bigisland".Allofthis

wasdonetoreflecttheactualuseof

islandnamesinJapanese.

TheSatsunanIslandsaresituated

between27and30degreesnorthlatitude.

Theyoftenreceivedamagefromtyphoons

11
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thatrampageupfromthesouthbetween

JulyandSeptember・Butforthemost

part,beingsoutherlysituated,thisregion

isblessedwithtemperatesubtropicalclimate.

TheJapanCurrent(Kuroshio),which

flowsnorthfromTaiwanthroughtheEast

ChinaSeabetweentheAmamiIslandsand

theOsumiIslandsandthenoutinto

thePacificOcean,isawarmcurrentcontributing

tothefineclimate.

TheSatsunanIslandshavenumerous

subtropicalplants,especiallyinthe

southernmostislands・Asoftenpromoted

intouristinformation,coralreefsencircle

theislandsandmangrovesgrowthickly

alongthecoastlines･Sugarcaneisatypical

cropcultivatedontheislands・Thereisa

zoologicalborderlinecalledWatase's

LinebetweenYakuIslandandAmami

OshimaIsland.Theborderlinewasnamed

afterShozaburoWatasewhonoticedthat

thespeciesofaboriginalanimalsonone

sideweremuchdifferent竹omthoseon

脇srory

Althoughtheoceanseparatestheislands

fromeachother,itisalsoamediumthat

linksthemtotherestoftheworld.Asa

resultoftheirgeographicposition,

sinceprehistory,theSatsunanIslands

havebeencloselytiedtotheiradjoining

RyukyuIslandsandtootherplacesfarther

abroad・LetusnowlookbackattheSatsunan

Islandsstartingfromtheearlydaysof

theother.

TheindigenoussocietyintheSatsunan

Islandshasfosteredauniqueculture.

Fromtheexistenceofpeculiarraised-floor

structurescalledtakakiﾉ、，wecansee

thatthecultureoftheSatsunanIslands

hasbeencloselytiedtothatoftheislands

farthersouth・Forexample,thecultureof

theAmamiIslandshasbeenespecially

closelytiedtothatoftheRyukyuIslands.

Infact,asinOkinawa,theinhabitantsof

theAmamiIslandsspeaktheRyukyuan

languageeventhoughthedialectsofthe

islandsfromtheTokaraIslandsandupward

areclosetothedialectsofmainlandKyushu.

Thereasontheygotseparated廿omthe

RyukyuIslandsandbecamepartofthe

SatsunanIslandsistheresultofahistorical

transitionthattheseislandswentthrough.

recordedhistory.

TheSatsunanIslandswereusedas

steppingstonestotraveltoChina,which

haddevelopedanadvancedcivilization

tothewestofJapan.Japansentofficial

envoystotheTangImperialCourtin

Chinaovertentimesbetweenthe7th

and9thcenturiestostudytheadvanced

cultureoftheTangDynasty・Theenvoys

useddifferentsearoutestoChinainthe

differenteras,butoneoftheirrouteswas

calledtheSouthIslandsRoute.

Usingthisroute,theenvoysvoyaged



southalongseveraloftheSatsunan

Islandsandthenheadedfortheestuaryof

theYangtzeRiver.AChinesepriestcalled

Ganjin,whocontributedenormouslyto

theestablishmentofBuddhisminJapan,

alsousedtheSouthIslandsRoute・His

voyagetoJapanprovedtobeatribulation.

buthemanagedtoarriveatthesouth

coastofKyushuin753.

TheSatsunanIslandshavealso

playedanimportantroleinrelations

betweenJapanandEurope・TwoPortuguese

menaboardaChineseshiparrivedat

TanegashimaIslandinthemid-16thcentury.

AccordingtohistoricaldatainJapan,this

tookplacein1543.Thiswasthefirsttime

theJapanesehadeverseenaEuropean・It

wasalsothefirsttimetheJapanesehad

everseenamatchlockgun,whichthe

Japaneseblacksmithsgotbusyduplicating.

Suchmatchlockgunsradicallychangedthe

battletacticsusedinthosedaysandbecame

knownthroughoutJapanas厩"egashimas.

JesuitmissionarySaintFrancisXavier

latercametoJapantopropagateChristianity.

OnhiswayoutfromJapan,headingfor

China,healsodroppedinonTanegashima

Island.

Incidentally,amajorchangeoccurred

intheregionsouthoftheSatsunanIslands

inthebeginningofthe15thcentury.The

threekingdomsintheRyukyuIslands

united.Thekingdomshadbeenatwar

witheachotherbuttheShoClanofthe

ChuzanKingdommergedtheirkingdomwith

theothertwotoestablishtheRyukyu

Kingdom・Lookingnorthtoexpandits
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territory,theRyukyuKingdomtookin

theAmamiIslands.ThisiswhytheAmami

Islandshavebeensoheavilyinfluenced

bythecultureoftheRyukyuKingdom.

TheRyukyuKingdomflourishedin

tradingproductsgatheredfromJapanand

SoutheastAsiawiththeMingDynastyof

China・TheSatsumaDomainalsoconducted

tradeonanequalfootingwiththeRyukyu

Kingdom・Buttheirfriendlyrelationship

wasshort-lived.In1609,aimingtogain

moreprofitshomtradewiththeMing

Dynasty,theSatsumaDomainacquired

consentfromtheTokugawaShogunatein

EdoandsentsoldierstoinvadetheRyukyu

Kingdom.Aspartoftheirinvasioncampaign,

theSatsumaDomainalsosubjugatedthe

AmamiIslandsandplacedthemunderdirect

Satsumacontrol.TheSatsunanIslands,

whicharealltheislandsfromYoronIsland

northward,becamepoliticallyseparated

廿omtheRyukyuIslandsafterthatincident.

Anewelementthatdramatically

changedthedailylifestylesoftheisland

inhabitantsemergedinthe17thcentury.

Thenewelementwassugarcane,andit

playedavitalroleinplacingtheSatsunan

IslandswithintheterritoryoftheShimazu

Clan.In1610,anislanderfromAmami

OshimaIslandwhowaswashedashorein

China'sFujianProvincesmuggledsome

sugarcanesaplingsoutfromtheprovince

backtohisisland・Thesaplingswerethe

beginningofAmamiOshima'ssugarcane

plantations.

Inthebeginningofthe19thcentury.

aimingtoacquirenewprofits,theShimazu

13
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Clanmadeitmandatoryfortheinhabitants

ofAmamiOshimaIsland,KikaiIsland

andTokunoshimaIslandtogrowsugarcane.

Thiswasamercilessdemandontheislanders,

butitwasaprimarysourceofrevenue

fortheSatsumaDomain,anditwasone

ofthemainfactorsthatempoweredthe

SatsumaDomaintoleadthemovemento

overthrowtheEdoShogunate.

AftertheMeijiRestoration,theSatsunan

IslandscametobelongtoKagoshimaPrefecture

whiletheRyukyuIslandscametobelong

toOkinawaPrefecture.Butbeforelong,

historyagaindealttheislandsanexcruciating

blow.TheU.S.armedforcesarrivedon

theshoresofOkinawaandotherislands

ofthearchipelagoneartheendofWorld

WarII・Theislandsthenbecamebattlefields

ofviolentcombatbetweentheU.S・and

Japaneseforces.

Whenthewarended,alloftheislands

southof30degreesnorthlatitudebecame

subjecttoU.S.militarycontrol・TheTokara

Islandsandtheotherislandssouthof

themweretakenoverbytheAmericans.

U.S.militarycontroloftheSatsunanIslands

Tasks

Themostimportantpostwartaskfor

theinhabitantsoftheSatsunanIslands

andfortheremoteislandmunicipalities

havebeenhowtoovercometheirsevere

naturalandsocialproblems・Natural

problemsincludethetyphoonsthat

continueduntiltheTokaraIslandswere

returnedtoJapanin1952,andthe

AmamiIslandsin1953.U.S・militarycon-

troloftheRyukyuIslandscontinuedun-

tiltheywereallreturnedtoJapanin1972.

Inthebeginningofthe1960s,Japan

enteredaneweraofhigheconomic

growth,whichwascenteredintheTokyo

andOsakametropolitanareas.TheSatsunan

Islandswerethenfacedwithapopulation

drainaslargenumbersoftheiryouth

wereemigratingtothemetropolitanareas

insearchofbetter-payingjobopportunities.

Sincetheendofthewar,theinhabitants

oftheSatsunanIslandshavebeengroping

forameanstorevitalizetheirislands.

(TomAoyama)

rampagethroughtheislands,whilethe

socialproblemsincludethepopulation

drainandtheagingofthefolkwho

remainontheislands.Agreatdealof

effortshasbeenmadesofar.

Twounderpinningsforsuchefforts

aretheRemoteIslandsDevelopment

Lawestablishedin1953andtheNew

SpecialMeasuresLawforAmami

IslandsDevelopmentestablishedin1954.



Theselegalsystemswereestablishedto

raisethestateofKagoshima'sremote

islands,whichincludetheSatsunan

Islands,tothelevelofthemainland

islands.Theysubstantiallyensurethatthe

livingenvironmentisimprovedandthat

educationandwelfareareimproved

wherenecessary・Thesystemsinvolve

transportationaspectssuchasroads.

harborsandaviationgroundsand

industrialaspectssuchasfarmlandand

fishingharbors・Theyhavebeenplaying

acrucialrolefortheislandssofarinthe

lasthalf-century.

Furthermore,asaprefecturethat

encompassesnumerousremoteislands.

KagoshimaPrefectureisfinancially

assisting"theremotestoftheremote

islands"thatareinveryseverenatural

andsocialsituations・Theprefectureis

helpingthemwiththeirsmall-scale

publicundertakingsandthewiderange

ofintricateplansthatarenoteligiblefor

nationalfunding・Verymanyimprovements

arestillnecessary,butthedailylifeof

theinhabitantsoftheSatsunanIslands

hasimprovedconsiderablyasaresultof

thoselawsandprefecturalaid.

Someislandsnowhaveharborsthat

canaccommodatelarge-scalepassenger

shipsandaviationgroundsthatcan

accommodatehigh-speedaircraft.Some

havehighwaysystemsthatconsiderably

shortentraveltimetotheheartofthe

island.Somehavefarmlandthatproduces

cropsthatmaximallythriveinthetemperate

climate・Andsomehaveclinicsandwelfare
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facilitiesthatalleviatetheanxietyfeltby

theinhabitantsabouttheirhealthand

dailylives.

Remoteislandsarenolongeronthe

farsideofoceanbutthesufferingon

themsdllcontinues.Inamilieuof

treacherousweatherconditions,their

transportationsystemsarefarfromcom-

plete.Withtheirpopulationsdrainingat

everincreasingspeedsandwiththeaging

oftheremaininginhabitants,theisland-

ersworrythattheirregionswillfallinto

oblivion.Andbeingisolatedbythe

ocean,industrialdevelopmentisdifficult

inanenvironmentoftheflowoffree

flowingcompetitionandderegulation.

Beingisolatedandclosedsystems,remote

islandsneedamoresubtlebalancebetween

developmentandthenaturalenvironment.

Inacontextofrapidsocialchanges,the

tasksfacingtheSatsunanIslandsremain

unaccomplished.

Urbaniteshavebeenarguingrecently

thatalltheworkbeingdoneindeveloping

therapidlydepopuladngremoteislandsis

invain.Butnowthatithasbecomeimperative

formankindtoreconsideritscoexistence

withnature,manyurbanitesareincreasingly

attractedtotheprofundityofferedbythe

remoteislandswherenaturallandscape

aboundsanduniquecultureispreserved.
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Roﾉesofthe"夢ﾉands

Nearlyhalfacenturyhastranspired

sincetheenactmentofJapan'slawsfor

thedevelopmentofremoteislands・The

inhabitantsoftheSatsunanIslandsare

stillfacinginnumerablearduousproblems.

Isthereanyhopefortheislanders？

ManyoftheSatsunanIslandsand

otherremoteislandsofKagoshima

Prefecturearesituatedintheopenseafar

awayfrommainlandKyushu.Soallof

themanyislandscouldneverbelinkedto

mainlandKyushubybridgesortunnels.

nomatterhowfartechnologyprogresses.

Withthatinmind,someurbanitesargue

thatthenationalgovernmentmayaswell

freeitselffromhavingtobotherwiththe

remoteislandsbyabolishingitsprogram

fordevelopingthem.

ButaretheislandsofKagoshima

reallysoinsignificant？Themereexislenceof

theislands,whichaboundinnaturalresources.

isanenormousassettoKagoshimaPrefecture,

toJapan,andtotheworld.

Oneroleoftheremoteislandsfor

thecountryistoprotectandmaintainthe

nafionallandanditsterritorialwaters.

Thisincludesthemaintenanceofpeace

andorder,thesurveillanceoffishing

zonesandthepresei･vationoftheenvironment.

Thisrolecannotbecarriedoutunless

peopleremainontheislands,soitisimportant

tomaintaintheminimumrequirementsfor

thedailylivesoftheislandinhabitants.

Anotherrole,whichisbecoming

increasinglyimportant,istopreservethe

diversifiedformsofnatureandculture.

Anxiety-riddenJapanesepeopleintheir

routinesocietiesespeciallyfindgreatsolace

andinspirationontheremoteislands.

TheSatsunanIslandsandotherremoteislands

ofKagoshimaperfectlysatisfytheconditions

tobearsuchroles.

Discoveringthevalueoftheislands

makesonereconsidertheimportanceof

"thelevelofthemainlandislands."Itis

notnecessaryforeverythingtobeatthe

levelofthemainlandislandstomaintain

theinfrastructureofanislandsociety.

Manyaspectsofislandlifearefarfrom

adequatebythestandardsofthemainland

islands,buttheydoservetheirpurposes.

Andrewardinglifestylesarepossiblein

manycasesevenwithoutincomeashigh

asthatonthemainlandislands.

Ontheotherhand,actionstakenby

theJapanesegovernmentfortheparticular

tasksoftheremoteislandsarestillinadequate.

Thegovernmentmustimproveitsmeasures

involvingpermanentresidenceontheislands

andtransportationcosts.Andtheymust

workmoreontheproblemofhowto

copewiththestandardsforwastedisposal

andtreatmentontheislands.Itisareas

suchasthesethat"thelevelofthemainland

islands"oranevenhigherlevelisactually

required.



StrategyforHereon

Althoughthepopulationisdwindling.

theislandsofKagoshimasfillhaveabout

200,000people.Theislandersmusthave

apositivestrategytorevitalizetheislands

usingtheirphysicalstrength.Theway

theypresenttheindividualcharacteristics

oftheirislandswithintheirislandsandto

theoutsideworldwillbeimportant・It

alsogoeswithoutsayingthattheJapanese

governmentasawholemustreevaluate

theremoteislandsandaimtocorrect

whattheyhadnotdulyevaluated.

Whatmustbeobservedhereisthe

cooperationbetweentheislandersandthe

outsideworld,inotherwords,theclose

exchangebetweentheislandersandthe

urbanites.Onthemainlandislands,immigrants

fromtheSatsunanIslandsandtheother

remoteislandsofKagoshima,especially

fromtheAmamiIslands,havesetup

廿iendshipsocietiesmadeupoftheirfellows

fromtheislandsofKagoshima.Based

mainlyinmajormetropolitanareas,the

societiesservetopreservethestrongaffinity

theformerislanderssfillhaveforeach

other・NotmanyotherregionsinJapan

canboastofhavingsuchapowerfulnetwork

Fromhereon,itwillbenecessaryto

utilizetheislanderfriendshipsociety

networktohelpvitalizetheislands・Inaddition

tokinfolkandfellowislanders,itwillalso

benecessarytoutilizea"semi-islander"

networkofrepeatvisitorsandnewsettlers
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ontheislands,whowillbesomethinglike

areservearmy・Thekeytoactivatingtheislands

inthisnewconceptwillbefortheislandersto

exerciseflexibilitytoadegreeinconducting

exchangewithsuchoutsideconnections.

Thisnewstrategytolinktheremote

islandswiththemainlandislandshas

actuallyalreadybegun.KagoshimaPrefecture

hasalsobeenpromotingtheYakuIsland

EnvironmentalandCulturalVillageConcept.

Andin2000,theprefecturealsoheldthe

KagoshimaInternationalConferenceon

WorldNaturalHeritage(KICWNH)as

thefirstattemptfromlocalgovernments'

perspectives.

Furthermore,basedonthefideof

thenewera,newconceptshavebeen

submittedintheprefecture'scomprehen-

siveplanfor2001andon・Oneconceptis

the"PlanforCoexistenceofManand

NatureonAmamiIslands,"whichwill

supportendeavorsaimingtogetthe

AmamiIslandsdesignatedontheUNESCO

WorldHeritageList.Anotherconceptis

the"PlantoCreateIslandandCity

Interminglement,"whichaimstoreassess

theislandsastheydeepencloserexchange

andcooperationwithmetropolitanareas.

Nowthatahalf-centuryhaspassed

sincetheestablishmentofthelegal

systemforremoteislanddevelopment.

thepresentstateofthenewpoliciesthat

supportthesetaskstoaccomplishmust

alsobestudiedbythenationalgovernment.
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Prideofthe

脂"anders

Islandsarelimitedareassurrounded

bysea.Theareasareactuallymodelsof

themosttypicalsocietythatcancontinually

develop・Loveoftheislandandprideas

islandersareessentialelementsinfostering

suchasociety.Theislanders'lovefor

theirislandsandunyieldinggritindeveloping

themiswhatwillproduceislandsthat

areabenefitforJapan,islandsthatare

notinferiortothemainlandislands,and

islandsthatgainwidesupport廿omthe

outside.

Developmentoftheremoteislands

inthe21stcenturyisnotsomething

providedbytheadministrafions・Itis

somethingthattheislandersmustproudly

propelbythemselveswiththeirowncreativity

andsolidaritythroughrepeatedtrialand

error･

Theislandsareblessedwitha

temperateclimatebutarealsomenaced

byrampanttyphoons・Theyeachabound

withatheirownparticularnatural

resources,butarealsosurroundedby

vastisolatingocean・Theirpeopleare

richinculturethatbrilliantlyexpresses

theiruniqueness,butalsohaveapining

forthebigcity・Theirhistoryiswovenof

encounterswiththepeopletraveling

through,butalsocontainshatemixedin

withthelove.

Islanderswhomaketheirlivingon

theSatsunanIslandsandontheotherre-

moteislandsofKagoshima,whichare

notcoveredinthisbook,feeljoyattimes

andanguishatothertimes,butalways

shinewithenthusiasmforthefuture.

Willprideasislandersofthenew

centurybefbsteredintheirhearts？Letus

examineeachoftheSatsunanIslands

separatelyandunveiltheirrespective

treasuresinthefollowingchapters.

(SatoshiUemura)
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GuidetoJapanesePronunciationforEnglishSpeakers

InthisbookJapanesewords,placenamesandpersonalnamesaretranscribedinto

Romancharactersaccordingtothestandardtranscriptionsystem.Hereisavery

briefguidetoJapanesepronunciation.

1．

2．

3．

4．

TherearefivevowelsmJapanese.

-aispronouncedlikethe'o'in'hot'.

-eispronouncedlikethe'e'in'bet'.

-iispronouncedlikethe'ee'in'bee'.

-oispronouncedlikethe'o'in'bone'.

-uispronouncedlikethe'oo'in'cool',butwithoutrounding

yourlips.

Eachvowelcanbeeithershortorlong.Topronouncealongvowel,

simplylengthenthedurationoftheshortvowel.Forinstance,longais

pronouncedlikethe'a'in'spa'・Longvowelsareusuallyindicated

bya'-'markovertheletters,butforthesakeofsimplicity,themark

isnotusedinthisbook.

MostoftheconsonantsarepronouncedlikethoseinEnglish.

However,therearesomepointstobementioned.

-gisalwayspronouncedhardlike'g'in'gun'.

-rispronouncedlikeSpanishVwithoutthetrill,bytouching

thetipofthetonguetotheroofofthemouthbehindtheteeth.

-Whenyfollowsaconsonantandisfollowedbyavowel,they

makeonesyllable.Pronounceitasonesound.Forinstance,kyu

ispronouncedasEnglishword'cue'.

-Doubleconsonantsindicateapauseinbreath.Forinstance,

toppiispronouncedlike"top-pea'.

Finally,whenpronouncingaword,clearlyseparateeachsyllable

andgiveequalemphasistoeach.Forinstance,OkinoerabZﾘimais

pmouncedlike'o-ki-no-e-ra-bu-ji-ma'.
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