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◎NASDALaunchingarocketaltheTanegashimaSpaceCenter
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TanegashimaSoaceCenterisa
－ エ

launchbaseconstructedbvNASDA

(NationalSpaceDevelopmentAgencyof

Japan)tolaunchapplicationsatellites.It

islocatedonthesoutherntipofTane-

gashimaIslandinatowncalledMinami-

tane.'Withatotalareaof860square

kilometers,itistheJapaneseversionof

theNASA'sKennedySpaceCenterin

Florida.Thecenterwentintooperationin

1967.Sofar,39satelliteshavebeen

launchedfromTanegashimaSpaceCenter

withH－IandH－Ⅱlaunchvehicles、Allof

themremainstationaryintheupperskies

overtheequatorandareusedforsatellite

broadcastingandweathertbrecasting.

MamoruSato,professorofanalyti-

calchemistryinfisheriesalKagoshima

University,spentthreeyearshereinMina-

mitaneinthe1950sasahigh.school

teacher.Heremembershissurpriseupon

anivinsattheislandtoseethatsomeof

theotherpassengersofthebuswerebare-

footed.Healsoremembersthattherecord

playerhebroughtallthewayfrom

KagoshimaCityona6-hourshipridewas

u.selessonTanegashimabecauseofunsta-

blevoltage・Incidentally,theridetoTane-

gashimawasshortenedtoonehourwhen

ahigh-speedshipcalledTonnywentinto

servicein1989.Theshipwasnamedafter

flyingfishcahedtoppi,whicharecaught

aroundtheislands.

Tanegashima,oneofJapan'ssouth-

ernislands,wasselectedasthelaunch

basesitefortworeasons.Onereasonwas

thatitisclosetotheequator,whichisthe
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geostationaryorbitforsatellites,andthe

otherwasthalillladretainedawide

expanseofnation-ownedlandnecessary

toaccommodatethebase.Today,Japan's

southernmosiiskm〔lsarethoseofOki‐

nawaPrefecture,buttheyhadbeenunder

U.S.occunationatthelimesothevcould
』 ゴ

notbeconsidel･edfol･selection･

Tanegashimaisanislandoffarms.

Onethirdol､theisland'sDODulationisstill
ユ 旦

engagedinsugarcanefarming.Thewhole

townofMinamitane,withitsmodest

DODulationofafewthousand、卿kes
Lユ

advantageoftheisland'stemperatecli-

matetonroduceearlvharvestedriceand

redrice,bothforwhichtheareaisfa-

mous.ButtheconstructionoftheTane-

gashimaSpaceCenter,whichisthe

aggregateofJapan'smultifariouscutting

edgetechnologies,metamorphosedMina-

mitaneintoasupportingtown.

SixtyNASDApersonnelpresently
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High-speedshipToppycNankaiYusenCo.Ltd.
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stafftheTanegashimaSpaceCenter・But

aboutfourhundredpeoplesurgeintothe

towneverytimearocketisabouttobe

launched・Thevisitorsincludescientists,

engineersandreporters,someofwhom

arefromforeigncountries・Someofthe

inhabitantswhowerebootedoutofthe

areatomakeroomforthelaunchsitenow

workforNASDAinthelaunchbase.

Othersworkatnearbyhotelsandinns.

InMinamitane,TakaoAsaoandhis

wiferunafour-storiedhotelcalledSun

Pearl.EngineersfromOsaka,Nagoya

andotherdistantplaceswhotemporarily

leavetheirfamiliestoworkatthespace

PortugueseMatchlock

In1543,atradingvesselfromMing

(Chinainthosedays)driftedashoreon

CapeKadokura,whichisthesoutherntip

ofTanegashima.Thevillageheadwho

conductedtheinvestigationwiththecrew

happenedtobegoodatreadingand

writingChinese,whichwasfortunatefor

thetradingvesselandalsofortunatefor

Japanfromthenon.

AlthoughJapaneseandChinese

cannotcommunicatewitheachother

throughtheirspokenlanguages,theycan

communicateinwriting・Inmuchthe

samewaytheEuropeanintelligentsiawas

cultivatedtoreadandwriteLatin,the

Japaneseintelligentsiaofthosedayshad

toacquiretheabilitytoreadChinese

centerfindsolacemthefamily-like

atmosphereofthis30-roomhotel.

Aboutseventythousandtouristsa

year,whichisvirtuallyeverytouristto

theisland,visittheSpaceMuseumnext

doortotheTanegashimaSpaceCenter.

Thelaunchbasesurroundedbymeticu-

louslymaintainedlawnisseeninthe

backgroundoftheSpaceMuseum.

Fartherinthebackgroundisemerald

greenseaveryunlikeanythingseenfrom

themainlandislands・Whenyouenterthe

SpaceMuseum,youfeelinyourbones

thatyouareatJapan'sclosestpointto

outerspace.

literaturemitsoriginalscript.

Writtencharactersoriginatinginan-

cientChinawereconveyedtoKoreaand

Japan,andarestillusedinwriting

KoreanandJapanesetoday・Unlikethe

Englishalphabeticalcharactersorother

phonograms,Chinesecharactersareideo-

grams,eachwithameaning.Japanese

todaycannotpronouncewrittenChinese

withChinesepronunciations,butthey

cangrasptwentytothirtypercentofthe

meaningofsimplesentences.

TheTanegashimavillageheadand

theChinesecrewcommunicatedby

writinginthesandyshorewithsticks.

Andthroughthis,itbecameclearthatthe

shipwasaMingtradingvesselthathad

driftedashore・Theislandersweredumb-

foundedtoseeveryconspicuousCauca-

siansamongtheOrientalsaboardthe
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蛎厘魁 DemonstratingTanegashima

gunsintheTanegashimaTeppo

Festival,Nishinoomote

◎Nishino-omoteCityOffice
．”幸 率

vesselandwerecuriousaboutthelong
-

tubularmatchlockstheywerecarrying.

Thevwereflabbergasにdtosecthatthev
ゴ ー ゴ

werenewweaponsthatcouldpulverizea

targetplaceddozensofmetersaway

instantaneouslvatthesoundofablast.
ジ

Tokiaki,feudallordol'theTane-

gashimaDomain,wasawe-strickenwith

thematchlockgunsandpurchasedtwoof

themfortwothousandflatgoldcoins.

whichwasanastl･onomicalamoullIln

thosedays.AfterTokiakibecameprofi-

cientatusingthem,hemadeuphismind

toorderhisswordsmithvassalsrepro-

ducethem・HethenmadeKinbeiYaita

responsibleforproducingthegunsand

KoiiroShinokawai℃sponsibleforproduc-

ingthegunpowder.

Ironmanufacturingandforginghad

alreadybeenconductedonTanegashima

inthosedavs.Blackironsandstillsneck-
‘

lesthesandvshoresaroundtheisland
画

todav・Examinationoftheironsand
ご

indicatesthatironmanufacturinghad

beguninthe10thcenturyandthatitwas

fueledbyhigh-qualitycharcoalmade

fromenormousamountsofwood.Inthe

15thcentury,ironmineexpertswere

invitedfi･omthemainlandislandsandthe

ironmanufacturingindustrybegan.

TheinhabitantsofTanegashimahad
ｰ

alreadybeenproducingswordsandfarm-

ingequipmentwhenthematchlocks

arrived.Forthesteel-makingtechnology

andswordsmithskillsonTanegashimain

thosedays,reproducingthematchlocks

broughtoverbvthewesternerswasnot

suchadifficulttask.

Atfirsttheswordsmithscouldn't

figureouthowtomakethescrewusedin

therootofthegunbarrelbuttheylearned

howtomakeitfromablacksmithona

Portugueseshipthatvisitedtheislandthe

followingyear.Oneyearlater,theTane-

gashimaDomainhadsucceededin
ー

producingseveraldozenmatchlocks.

whichbroughttheislanderssuccessful

militaryvictoriesinbattleagainstthe
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powerfulSatsumaDomain(Shimazu

Clan).

ThroughoutJapan,thesematchlocks

laterbecamecalled"Tanegashimas.'’

FeudaldomainsinOsaka,Sakai,and

othercitiesnearthecapitalofKyotoalso

startedreproducingtheminlargequanti-

tiesthirtyyearsafterthematchlocksfirst

arrivedtoTanegashimaIsland.Eventu-

ally,intheWarringStatesperiod,feudal

lordswerevyingwitheachotherto

purchasetheseTanegashimaguns.

Feudallordsofeverydomainin

Japanengagedinmanykindsoflarge

andsmall-scalebattleinattemptsto

expandtheirdomains.Thefeudallords

usedtobasetheirbattletacticsonman-to-

mancombatusingswords,bows,arrows

andothersuchweapons・Butwiththeadvent

ofthestate-of-the-artTanegashimagun

ofPortugueseorigin,battletactics

suddenlychangedfromman-to-manto

group-to-group・Andthegodsofvictory

Tanegashima-
Scissors

Withapopulationof20thousand,

Nishino-omoteisthelargestcityonTane-

gashima.Upasmallalleyinthis

Nishino-omotestandsafactorycalled

MakiseCutleryShopwhereYoshifumi

MakiseandhisyoungerbrotherHirofumi

producescissors,knivesandothercutlery,

alwaysfavoredthesidewiththemost

Tanegashimaguns.

TheTanegashimagunsdramatically

changedthebalanceofpoweramongthe

feudallords,anddroveJapanintoanew

eraofpoliticalunificationconducted

undercommanderscalledshoguns・Itisa

fascinatinghistoricalfactthatitwasthe

newweaponfromaminisculeisland

aboutathousandkilometersawayfrom

Kyotothatspurredonthisunification.

Thearrivalofthematchlockat

TanegashimaIslandwasthefirstof

Europeancivilizationtobeconveyedto

Japan.In1549,JesuitmissionarySaint

FrancisXavier,whowasthefirstperson

topropagateChristianityinJapan,

traveledtoSatsumaviaMalacca,Macao

andTanegashima.AtthistimeinBritain,

QueenElizabethIwasabouttobeginher

reign.AndSpainandPortugalwerebusy

establishingManilaandMacao.

whicharespecialtyproductsofTane-

gashima.Thebrothers,whoarethe

descendantsof37generationsofTane-

gashimaswordsmiths,strictlyadhereto

thetraditionalmethodsinmakingeach

piece.

Lawprohibitedthemanufactureof

TanegashimagunsaftertheMeijiResto-

rationsogunsmithsonTanegashima

changedtheirproductlinetoscissors.

knivesandothercutlery.In1900,there

wereeightyscissorsmakersonTane-
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gashimawhoproducedscissorsona

smallscaleilltheil・ownhomes･BLlt

today,asidefromtheMakisebi･others.

thereareonlythreeworkshopsproducing

scissors.Usingthetraditionaltechniques

inheritedfi･omtheirparents,theMakise

brothersproducetenpairsofcompletely

handmadescissorseveryday.

Tanegashimascissors(calledtane-

basami)haveauniauedesigninthestvle
』 ー ご

ofthescissorsofancientChina'sHan

Dynasty.ItisbelievedthataMing

tradingvesselintroducedthemtoTane-

gashimaatthetimeofthematchlocks.
ｰ

Thescissorscanbehandledbytheright

orlefthandwitheciualease.Andthe
n

moretheyareused,thebettertheblades

fittogetherforunequaledcuttingquality、

somanypeopledemandtohaveapair.

Theyarealsodesignatedastraditional

craftofTanegashimaandarepopular

withthetouristsassouvenirs.

AswiththeTanegashimaguns.

Tanegashimablacksmithsalsousedto
ｰ

utilizehigh-qualityironsandastheraw

materialtomakeTanegashimascissors.

Uniquedesignandeaseofusemakethe

scissorsvervusefulinevervdavannlica-
ソ ロご凸凸

tions.Butsomecutlerydealerspointout

thatthequalityofthesteelusedasraw

materialinTanegashimascissorsisinfe-

I･ICI･lothatofmodemsclssors．

函函

瀞 Ｗ
杯
Ｗ
杯

平岡

晩鴬 Ep

ForgingTanegashimascissors,MakiseCutlery

ShopcNishino-omoteCityOffice

｜
一今 還=今一一一一一

|’

Taneqashima
雪

sclssors

◎Nishino-omoteCitv

Office
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Inadditiontothescissors,theMak-

isebrothersalsomakeTanegashima

knives(calledtanebocho),whichare

perfectforslittingandslicingtheflying

fishandotherfishcaughtaroundTane-

gashima・Thehousewivesandfishmongers

Cashmere:

USAWrecked

Vessel

Loadedwith30thousandbarrelsof

oil,theCashmere,anAmerican936-ton

woodensailingvessel,departedPhiladel-

phiaforKobeinApril1885.Itpassedthe

CapeofGoodHopeatthesoutherntipof

Africaandcontinueditsjourney.Whenit

finallyreachedtheopensea300kilo-

meterssoutheastofTanegashimaon

September11,itencounteredamenacing

typhoon.

Sinceancienttimes,seamenhave

beenapprehensiveabouttheseaaround

Tanegashima,whichisinthenorthbound

pathoftyphoonsthatformintheseasnear

thePhilippines・Thecomplextopography

oftheremoteislandsinteractingwiththe

fast-flowingJapanCurrent(Kuroshio)

makesthewatersevenmoredangerous.

Numerousseaaccidentsoccurinthewaters

andshipwreckvictimsareoftenrescued

onTanegashima.

TheCashmeIEwasbigforacargo

ontheislandinsistonthem，Theknives

madebythebrothersareraritygoods

withprofessionalspecifications.Toget

one,youmustfirstplaceanorderand

thenwaitalmostoneyeartoreceiveit.

linerofthosedaysbutitlostallofits

mastsfromtheoverwhelmingforceof

thetyphoon.Intheearlydawnof

September13th,shipcaptainAlexander

Nicolandtwonavigatorsgotwashed

awaybyagiantwaveandwerenever

seenagain・Bythetimethestormhad

subsided,theshipwasnolongerin

sailingcondition.Itwasbadlyflooded.

itshullwasseverelydamaged,andthe

crewhadnomorefoodordrinkingwater.

Sevenofthetwelveremainingcrew-

men,whohadbarelymanagedtoremain

aboard,tookalifeboatanddriftedashore

atTachiyamainNishino-omoteCity・The

otherfivecrewmendriftedfarthernorth

onamakeshiftrafttoIseki.Farmersand

fishermenworkingnearbyattherespec-

tiveshoreshappenedtofindallofthem.

Chroniclesrevealthatallofthe

villagersatbothTachiyamaandIseki

stoppedwhattheyweredoingandcame

forthtonursethecrewmenbackto

health・AteacherofTachiyama'selemen-

taryschoolcommunicatedwithaChinese

crewmanbywritingChinesecharacters.

AndateacherofIseki'selementary

schoolcommunicatedwiththeother

crewmeninEnglish・Throughthe



exchange,thevillagerslearnedthatthe

crewweresurvivorsofashipwreck.

Therescuedcrewlatertookashin

toKagoshimaCityand,throughthegood

officesofKagoshimaPrefecture,returned

safelytotheUSAonshipsleavingJapan

fromKobeandYokohama.Thesonof

AlexanderNicol,captainoftheCa.s/"刀e1℃，

wasoneofthecrewmen.Onecentury

laterin1980,JunyaArizono,Minaminihon

newspaperreporter(nowpresident).

locatedthewhereaboutsofhisdescen-

dants・

Inthosedavsofnrimitiveweather
ヴ ユ

forecastingandnavigationskilis,wrecked

shipswei･eoftenattackedbypiratesor

plunderedbynearbyinhabitants.Sothe

goodwillshowntotheCiis/"刀eIEcrew

bytheTanegashimavillagersdeeply

touchedtheheartsofnotonlythe

Americans,butofpeoplearoundthe

wol･'。、

TheAmei･leangovernmentsent

fiftyyeninJapanesecurrencyandagold

medalasatokenofpi･aiseforthegood-

willforthevillagerswhorescuedthe
-

Cashmerecrew.Threeyearslaterin

1889,U.S.PresidentGroverCleveland

presentedfivethousandAmericandollars

tothevillage・Thatamountisequivalent

tosixthousandvenatthattimeand200

millionyentoday(2001).

Withthatgiftmoney,thetwo

commLlnitiesthaII･escuedtheC7‘§ん刀eﾉE

CI･ewestablishedaneducatiollfundfrom

whichtheinteI-estwasutilizedfol-school

operatingexpensesandscholarshipsfor

Chapter31~aneqashima

MedalpresentedtothevillaqersofTane－

qasimabytheU.S.governmentasatokenof

gratitudeforrescuingtheCashmerecrew,

TanegashimaGunMuseum(Teppokan)

◎TanegashimaGunMuseum

alongtime.Monumentsthatdisplayade-

tailedaccountoftheshipwreckhave

beenerectedintheschoolyardsofAnjo

ElementarvSchoolandIsekiElementarv
ゴ ジ

Schoolandstillstandtoday.InIseki,a

festivalisstillconductedannuallvon
ジ

September22tocelebratetherescueof

theC1sh"eI･ecl･ew．
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