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Tobeginwilh,let'slookatYakiiIs-

land'searlyencotinterswiththeoutside

world.In1708、whenJapanwasaclosed

country,missionaryGiovanniBattista

SidottifromtheVaticanarrivedatthe

southshoreofYakutopropagateChristianity.

Completewithatopknothairstyle,hehad

disguisedhim.seⅡ、asasamurai,buteven

so、hewascapturedandtakentoEdo.

HakusekiArai、whointerrogatedSidotti,

wasimoressedwithSidotti'swideraneeof
凸 一

knowledgeandexperiences.Thedetailsof

thatinterrogationcanbefoundinitsinterro-
ー

gationrecordcalledSe八'oAr/6“､

In1914,AmericanbotanistErnest

HenryWilsonvisitedtheisland.At

academicsocieties,hereportedthatYaku

hadnumerousplantspeciesandpeculiar

andinvaluableecology.Thiswasthefirst

timeYakuhadbeenmadeknowntothe

outsideworld・Theibl･esIsonYakucontaln

manyJapanesecedarsoverathousand

yearsoldcalledY:ﾉkiis【どノcedars.Young

Japanesecedarsunderathousandyearsold

arenotregardedasYakusugicedars.

Wilsonintroducedvariousstumpsofthose

Yakusugicedarstotheworld.Incidentally,

inJapan,thebiggestofthestumpshe

introducediscalledthe"WilsonStump.叩

BuIYakuw“lloIfamousunlililbe‐

cameaWorldHeritageNaturalProperty.

InDecember199,i.meetingthetermsof

theUNESCOWorldHeritageConvention,

YakubecamethefirstsiteinJapantobe

desiQI1atedontheUNESCOWoI･ldHel-i‐
ー

tageListasNaturalProperty.Yakuhas

wonwol･'〔lacclZliml()I・lheecumcnical
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MOU｢1tainousforestonYakulslandhasbeennicknamed

valueofitsnaturalenvironment.Thepecu-

liaritiesofYaku'snaturalenvironmentand

itsuniguevaluearesummarizedinthe
L－

reasonsforYaku1sregistrationonthe

WorldHeritageList.Hereisatranslated

quotationfromthesummai｡y、

Yakuisanislandol、towering

mountalns・I、lhemiddleofIheisland

isKyushu'shighestpeak.Ml.Miya-

noul･a,whichis1､935metershigh・As

aresultoffactorssuchasannualrain-

falloffourthousandtotenIhousand

millimeters,ithasextreraelvpeculiar

forestplantsincludingYakusugice-

darsseveralthousandsol､yearsold.

Yaku'sclimaterangesfromsub-
ー

tropicaltosubalpinewithchanging
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altitudefromthecoastlinetothe

mountaintops.Accordingly､thevel･tical

distributionoftheisland'svegetation

isverynoticeable.Plantssuchas

banyantreesgrowthicklyinthe
プ ー ゴ

island'ssubtropicalzonesinthe

coastalareas.Plantssuchas/"伽"o〃s

(ﾊ伽c力"“I加"be理〃),chinquapinsand

oaksthriveintheisland'swarmtem-

peratezones.Plantssuchasfirsand

Yaku-wheeltreesarefoundthrough-

outtheisland'stemperatezones・And

plantssuchasYakubamboograss

andalpinerosesadorntheisland'ssub-

alpinezones.
瓜

Withamyriadofpeculiarplants

growingwildthroughoutallofthe

zones,thestructureofYaku'secosys-

ternisverypeculiar.Theislandisthe
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northernlimitformanysneciesand
咳凸

thesouthernlimitfoi・manvother

SpeCIeS・
u

Anespeciallyoutstandingnatural

featureofthisregionistheforestsof

agedandcolossalYakusugicedars.

Thesecedarsareseveralthousand

yearsoldandhavediametersofthree

toI､ivemeters.Ecologicallyandmor-

phologically,fromaglobalpointof

view,theforestsarepreciousnatural

｢Cl･esIs･

Moreover、Yakuisthehabitatof

Ryukyurobins,IzuIslandthrushsand

othernearlyextinctanimalsandplants.

Theislandersarehappythattheir

island'snaturalenvironmentwinshigh

acclaimasoneoftheinvaluableoutstand-

ingsitesontheplanet・Understandingthat

thisnaturalenvironmentisanimportant

resource,theyhopetoraisetheirstandard

oflivingbyutilizingitwiselyasthey

lncreaseltsvalue・

Sincethedawnofhistory,theisland-

ershavebeenlivinginharmonywiththe

naturalenvironmentandutilizingitwisely.

Theirdailylivesai･epartoftheworkingsof

natureandcannotbeseparatedfromit.Let

usnowtakealookatthedailylivesofthe
〃

Yakuinhabitants．
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LifestyleTransitions

Yakuisanislandoftoweringmoun-

tainpeaksandnotmuchflatground,which
W

iswhyitiscalled"theAlpsontheOcean.

Traditionally,theinhabitantsofYaku

regardedtheYakusugicedarsassacredand

didnotfellthem・Butin1640,theislanders

startedfellingthemtoproducesmallthick

boardscalledhiragi,whichbecamethe

island'smainproduct.Theboardswere

alsousedastaxofferingstothefeudallord.

Theislandersliveddailylivesin

peacefulharmonywiththemountainsand

ocean・HereisaquotationfromSangoku

MeishoZue(meaning"PicturesofFamous

SightsinSatsuma,OsumiandHyuga"),

whichisarecordfromtheEdoPeriod:

"Yakuiscompletelymountainous

withalmostnofields.Theislanderslive

abundantdailylivesfellingcedartreeson

themountainsandcatchingfishatthesea.

Beingsimpleandhonest,theydon'tclose

theirdoorsatnightorevenpickupthings

ontheroadsidethatbelongtosomeone

else."

Butwithlandtaxreformsin1875,

mostofthelandonYakubecamestate-

ownedandoff-limitstotheislanders.

exceptforresidentialareasandtheoutly-

ingfields・Aprohibitionhadalsobeen

placedonfellingforesttreeswithout

governmentalpermission.Theislanders

managedtoscrapetogetheralivingbyfish-

ingforbonito,whichwerenumeroushere

inthosedays.Butaround1900,newmotor-

poweredfishingvesselsfrommainland

Kyushubeganchargingbyandhauling

awaypracticallyallthebonito.Toekeout

abareexistence,theislandersthenstarted

reclaimingfieldsandgrowingsugarcane

andothercrops.

Theisandersbeganproducingcharcoal

inthelate1920swhentheoff-limits

prohibitionwasliftedonsomemountains.

Theywerealsoabletocatchflyingfishat

sea.Sotheirsubsistencecametobe

supportedbycharcoal,flyingfish,sugarcane

andsweetpotatoes・Infact,thelifestyleof

theislanderswassaidtobe"tendayson

themountains,tendaysatseaandtendays

onthefields."Itcontinuedthatwayuntil

the1960s.

Butinthe1970s,thefoundationof

theisland'sindustrywasabouttoentera

greattransition.Theflyingfishwere

disappearing.Andtheisland'slarge-scale

sugarfactoryandmanystarchfactories

wereforcedtoclosedownasaresultof

lowmarketprices.

Theirfarmingindustrystartedfocuss-

ingonmarketcropssuchasgardenpeas

andpotatoesandonfruitsuchasChinese

honeyoranges,tankanorangesandloquats.

Moreover,anewindustrytoservicethe

increasingnumberoftouristsbegan.The

islandersbuiltnewlodgingfacilitiesand

focussedmoreenergyintomakingcraft-

workwiththepreciouswoodremainingin

thestumpsoffelledYakusugicedars.

In1964,Yakureceiveddesignation

asanationalpark.In1971,YakusugiLand

openedandimprovementsweremadein
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transportationtotheisland.Anairroutefor

asmallYS-IIai叩lanew“establishedand

ahigh-speedjetfoilcalled7t¥狼ywent

intoservice.Furthermore,registrationon

theUNESCOWorldHeritageListraised

Yaku'sappealasasightseeingattraction.

Butwiththistransition,numerous

sugai℃anefarmersabandonedfarmingand

abandonedtheisland、whichaggravated

thedepopulationthathadbeguninthe

1960swhentheyounggenerationstarted

emigratingtothemajormeti･opolitanareas.

Yaku'spopulationhadreacheditspeakin

1960with24.000peoplebutthereafter

diminishedsteadily.Theagingofthe

remainingpopulationhasalsobecomea

graveproblem.

Inthismilieu、thetwotownsonYaku

decidedthattheirbasicpolicywouldbeto

promotetourismandprimaryindustries,

whicharefarming,forestryandfishery.

Theislandershavebeenbusykeepingthe

sightseeingspotsandtransportationsystems

inorderandhavealsobeenputtingenergy

intoproducingfruitandmarketcropssuch

aszedoal･iesandtea．
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memberatthattime,broughtaChinese

honeyorangetreebackwithhimfromTai-

wan.Theorangesdidnotwinfavorfrom

thefarmersatfirstbutthenumberoffarm-

erswhocultivatedtheorangesincreased

gradually.Todaytheorangesarevei･y

famousthroughoutJapanas5ﾉ"kuDO"畑〃．

Around1970,theislandersadopted

肋加昭肋restryand

ノ伽e〃

Cultivationof

Yakubeganin

rabaru,who

Chinesehoneyorangeson

1924whenKanenariTsuzu-

wasavillageassembly
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theta"胸〃orange,whichismarketedina

differentseasonthantheChinesehonejノ

oranges.Theynowproduceasmany

m"kanorangesasthevdoChinesehoney
ー ご ざ

oranges・However.Yakumacaqueshave

beensneakingintotheorchardsandcans-
ー

ingincreasingdamageinrecentyears.

FarmerssetupnetsandelectrifiedI℃nces

aroundtheirorchards,butthatdidnot

solvetheproblem.TheYakumacaques

nowgetinthroughthegutters.
ー 一 一

Zedoaries、whichareusedasraw

materialinmanufacturinggastrointestinal
ー←

drugs,aregrownonallYakuI､arms.Drugs

aremanufacturedfromthesezedoariesata

drug-manufacturingfactoryontheisland

andsuppliedtoallofJapan.

AlthoughI､isheriesusedtoflourishin

theoast,thefishhavebecomescarcerand
ユ』

sca1℃e1．1．ecentyear･sandnumerouspeople

haveabandonedtheindustry.Now.aside
ヴ

fromtheaquacultureofshrimps,thefishery

isreducedtoamodicumol、mackerel

fishinginMayandJune.Consequently,the

island'smackerelprocessingplantatIsso

doesn'thaveenoughrawmackereltoproc-

essitsquotaofdriedmackerel・llllowh“

topurchaserawmackerelfromplaces

aroundMakurazakionmainlandKyushu,

Besidesthat、thereareabouttwenty

workshopsontheislandthatprocess

Yakusugiwoodtoproduceexquisite

craftwork.Lawprohibitsthefellingof

Yakusugicedarssotheonlvavailable
－ ご

Yakusugiwoodisthatwhichremainsin
ー

thestumpsoftreesalreadyfelled.The
4

woodinthestumpsisfinelylinedwith

overathousandannualgrowthrings.Its
畢 一

highresincontentpreventsitI､romrotting.

Bringingoutthebestofsuchcharacteristics、
一ー

theislandcraftspeopleproducecraftwork

suchasjarsandhousefurnishingswithan

exquisitefinish.

Fishingport,Kamiyaku ◎YasuhiroTalima



ノVewDirection

ofTourismand

ServiceIndustry

ThenumberofvisitorstoYakufor

sightseeinghasincreasedfrom54,590in

1975to153,503in1999,almostathree-

foldincrease.Theincreasewasmost

dramaticin1989whenthehigh-speed

jetfoil7切羽ycameintoservice.Statisti-

cally,two-thirdsofthevisitorsduringthat

periodcamebyjetfoilwhiletheremaining

one-thirdcamebyairplane・Butwiththe

adventofthejetfoil,theincreaseinvisitors

usingjetfoilwasverynoticeable.

JulyandAugusthavethehighest

monthlynumberofvisitors・Mayhasthe

nexthighest.Themonthlynumberofvisi-

torsduringthewinterperiodfromDecem-

bertotheendofFebruaryislessthanhalf

asthatofAugust,whichisthepeakmonth.

Thereisnobigdifferenceintheratio

betweenmaleandfemale.Intheagebreak-

down,thelargestsegmentofvisitorsis

fromtwentytotwenty-nineandthenext

largestsegmentisfromtentonineteen・In

thebreakdownfornumberoflodged

nights,thelargestsegmentisfortwo

nights,followedbythesegmentforone

night,andfurtherfollowedbythesegment

forthreenights.

Overtenthousandtouristsareesti-

matedtogomountainclimbingtoseean

impressiveYakusugicedarnamedノOmo"－
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sugi,whichISasightseeinghighlighton

Yaku.Butittakesawholedaytocomplete

thismountainclimbingcoursesomany

generaltouristsprefertovisitYakusugi

Land,ShirataniUnsuiValley,andother

sitesaccessiblebybus.

Yakulodgingfacilitieshaveatotal

capacitytoaccommodate2,124people(as

ofNovember1997).Themainfacilities

include43Japanese-stylesmallinnscalled

mms加血ﾉs,9Japanese-styleinnscalled

Ijokans,and6western-stylehotels.Other

lodgingfacilitiesincludeonecommunal

lodgerunbythelocaladministration,one

privatelyrunyouthhostel,fourpensions.

andtwono-frillshotelsfortravelingbusi-

nessmen.Therapidincreaseofmins加如s

duringthe1990sindicatestherising

importanceofthetourismandservice

industrytotheregionaleconomy.

Othertourisn>relatedindustriesinclude

theYakusugiwoodworkshopsmentioned

earlierandsouvenirshops.Therearealso

severaldozensofguideswhotaketourists

toseeplacessuchasMt.Miyanoura,

whichisthehighestmountain.Theyalso

taketouristsupamountaintoseethe

famoustreenamedノリmonsugﾉ．

BringingoutthebestofYaku'sout-

standingnaturalenvironment,theislanders

placeprimeimportanceonenvironment-

protectivetourismcalled"eco-tourism.'’

Thisecotourismisanewformoftourism

basedonthewisdomofpeoplewhohave

mergedwiththeirnaturalenvironmentsin

theirdailylives.
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A伽､お伽"veAc立伽

Thenationalgovernment,Kgoshima

Prefectureandthetwolocaladministra-

tions(ofthetownofKamiyakuandthe

townofYaku)ontheislandhaveworked

enterprisinglyinthemovementtohave

YakudesignatedasaWorldHeritagesite.

KagoshimaPrefecturewasespecially

enterprisingasitpromotedthe"Yaku

IslandEnvironmentalandCulturalVillage

Concept.'’

Thisconceptisnotthedevelopment

orenvironmentalconservationofconven-

tionalideology.Itisaconceptthataims

toactualizeanewrelationshipbetween

manandnature,whichistheidealstate

ofcoexistence・Theconceptconcerns

Yaku,wheresupportandenrichmentof

eachother'slivelihoodsisdemanded

whilepreservingthelushnaturalenviron-

ment.ThebasicideabehindtheYaku

IslandEnvironmentalandCulturalVil-

lageConceptistore-createtheregionun-

dertheconceptof"coexistenceand

recycling."

KagoshimaPrefecture,takingthe

roleasthebaseofoperations,constructed

twocentersonYakuandispromotingthe

concept・OneofthecentersistheYaku

IslandEnvironmentalandCulturalVillage

Center,whichisinthetownofKamiyaku.

TheotheristheYakuIslandEnviron-

mentalandCulturalLearningCenter,

whichisinthetownofYaku・Theformer

isamuseum-likeplacethatpresentsa

totalviewofYakusexceptionalnatural

environmentandthedailylivesofits

inhabitants･Thelatterisafacilitywith

lodgingaccommodationwherevisitors

canlearnaboutandexperiencethe

environmentinlightoftheconcept.

Inaddition,thenationalgovernment

hasconstructedtheYakuIslandWorld

HeritageConservationCenterinthetown

ofYaku・Andthetownalsohas

constructedtheYakusugiMuseum,which

mainlyexhibitsthehistoryofYakusugi

cedars，Letusnowtakealookatanew

movementthathasbegunafewyearsago

inthetownsofYakuandKamiyaku.The

movementaimstowardsbecominga

societythatpracticesrecycling.

YakuIsland,whichisdesignatedon

theUNESCOWorldHeritageListas

NaturalProperty,promotestheharmoni-

ouscoexistencebetweenmanandnature

andistryingtoaccomplishzeroemis-

sion.SoinMarch1999,theadministra-

tionsofthetownsofKamiyakuandYaku

drewupazero-emissionplan,aimingto

becomeasocietythatpracticesrecycling

ofresources.In1998,theislanderswere

abletorecycleonly15.3%oftheir

garbage,butwiththenewplan,theyare

aimingtorecycle99.2%by2003.

Oneexampleoftheeffortsisthe

equipmentbroughtintothetownofYaku

toregeneratedisposedcookingoilinto

dieselenginefuelforautomobiles.

Anotherexampleinthetownistherecy-

clingofStyrofoam.Styrofoamiscollected

separately廿omothergarbage,dissolved



inchemicals、andthenshippedtoa

privatecompanyinKagoshimaCit¥ﾉ．

Compostingforkitchenrefusehas

beenconductedinthetownol､Kamiyaku

slncel998、Untilthen、kilchenrefLlsehad

beenincineratedasburnablegarbage.

Butthatforcedatemperaturedropinthe

incineratorsandraisedthepossibilityof

clioxingeneration.Sotheystartedseparat-

ingkitcheni･efusefromothergarbage

andcompostingit.Thecompostobtained

issoldat200yenper15kilograms.

Asidefromthat,theuseofelectric

vehiclesispromotedinthetownofKami-

yakuinordertoreducetheuseof

gasoline,whichemitscarbondioxide.

Threeservicestationshavebeenestab-

lishedinthetowntorechargethebatteries

forthevehicles.

Anofficerinthevillageoffice's

Returneesand

Newcomers

Around1970、manypeoplewhohad

emigratedfromYakuIslandreturnedto
ー

theislandandplayedavitalrolein

savingtheisland'seligibilityforthe

UNESCOWorldHeritageList,
ー

Sincethe1960s,whichmarkedthe

highgrowthperiodoftheJapanese

economy,numerousyoungpeopleemi-

gratedfromtheislandtothemZﾘormetro-

politanareas.Duringthesameperiod.
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.･曇

YakuIslandEnvironmentalandCulturalVillageCenter

◎YasuhiroTajima

environmentalplanningdivisionsays,

"Yakumaybeatinyislandthatisno

morethanadotonam叩．ButwewiⅡ

approachthistaskwithpersistencethat

impressestheworldaswebecomea

ustainablesocietythatpracticesrecycling."

however,manyremainingislanderswent

onfellingsprees,cuttingdownthe

Yakusugicedarsoneaftertheother・This
一

wasunfortunatebecausetheYakusugi

cedars,whichareoverathousandyears

old.aretheislanders'heritageofunparal-

leledimportance.

Yakusugicedarloggingdidtempo-

rarilysupportthelivelihoodol､numerous

islanders,butatthatpace，theYakusugi

cedarswouldsoonbeexhaustedand

Yakuwouldloseitsinvaluablenatural

resource.So.unabletoremainindifferent

tothebleakfuture，someoftheemigrants

I－etumedlolheislimdaI･oLlI1dl970・The
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initiatedthemovementtohaveYaku

designatedontheWorldHeritageList.

Anotherexampleofoutsideinflu-

enceisIheremaI･kableincI･easeofnew‐

comerswhohavebeensettlingdownon
ー

theislandtheserecentyears,especially
ゴ ユ ゾ

since1990.ThepopulationonYakuhad

beensteadilydraininguntilthattime，bul

duringthenineties，immigrationexceeded

emigrationinsomeyears.Infact,the

totalpopulationisnowsteadilyincreas-

ing.especiallyinthetownofYaku.

MOS［Cl､lhenewcomel-saI-emal-I-ied

couplesattheretirementagewhohad

beenlivinginmajormetropolitanareas.

DreamingofHI℃iI1Ytlkulsland，slush

naturalenvironment,theypurchasedland

ontheislandandmovedinandsettled

down.Someofthenewcomersworkata

hoIelo1．1.una〃7"バノ】【ﾉku-tvneinn.but
ごユ

moslofthemaI･el-eIil･ed・However、some

ol、theretireesdolightworksuchas

harvestingChinesehoneyorangesor

NewcomerssettIinqdownonYakulslarld
曹
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returneesestablishedagroupcalled

"SaveYaku"andincitedamovementto

opposethefellingol､Yakusugicedars.

Meetingresistancefromtheintent

Yakusugilumberjacks,themovementdid

notprogressassmoothlyastheyhad

planned.Butasaresultofthemovement,

thewestforestroadareaandsomeother

naturalforestareaswereprotectedfrom

thelumberjacksandaprohibitionwas

laterplacedonthefellingofYakusugi

cedars・’1W“lhismovemenlIhflI

ReasonstornewcomerstosettledowninYakuTown(compiledfromthe

author'sinquiryconductedinJuly2000)
一三一マー~一

Reason

attractedtoitsnaturalenⅥronment,suchassea，

mountains,rivers.fishingsites

lookinqforaplacetoliveinawarmclimate

possibletopursueaself-supportinglife-style

theislandisfamousasaworldnaturalheritage

boughtlandwhenvisitedtheplace

reIativeslivehere

'｡．kingf･『…．:ondji…､…『ement1－－localpeoplearefriendly

Total 21
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tankanoranges.

Butunabletounderstandthetradi-

tionsandcustomsoftheregionalsociety,

thenewcomerssometimescomeinto

frictionwiththenativeislanders・Buton

thepositiveside,thenewcomersare

addingnewstimulustotheisland

Educationfor

theFuture

Yakuusesitsgloballyrecognized

lushnaturalenvironmentasitsmain

resource・Toprotectthatenvironment,

Yakuaimstobecomearecyclingsociety

thatdoesnotproducegarbage.ForYaku,

environmentaleducationforthechildren.

whobearthefuture,playsavitalrolein

itsregionaldevelopment．Italsoplaysa

vitalroleincreatingecotourism,whichis

thenewkindofdesiredtourism.

UnusualforJapan,environmental

sciencehasbeennewlyaddedtothe

curriculumatYakuSeniorHighSchool,

whichistheonlyseniorhighschoolon

YakuIsland.Thefacultytherehasbegun

tofostertheneededspecialistsinall

aspectsofenvironmentalproblemsinthe

future.

KagoshimaPrefecture'sboardof

educationsystematicallyconductsa

programattheYakuEnvironmental

CultureLearningCenterinthetownof

Yaku・Intheprogram,studentsft･om
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community.Theyhelpthenativeislanders

createtheirwebsitesandhelpthemsolve

thevariousproblemsinvolvedinthe

e-commercefortheirfarmproducts.The

newcomersalsoworkatsolvingthe

island'sbridalshortageproblem.

elementaryandjuniorhighschools

throughouttheprefecturevisitthecenter

andexperienceandlearnaboutthe

environmentonYakuIsland.Theylodge

infacilitiesthatmakethebestuseofthe

environment.Thecenterhasbecomea

mainbaseintheenvironmentaleducation

programthattheprefectureconducts.Itis

especiallyvaluablefortheelementary

andjuniorhighschoolsoftheprefecture

asafamiliarenvironmentaleducation

facilitythatcanbeusedforeverydayand

specialevents.

ThedirectionthatYakuistakingis,

astheprefecturalandlocaladministra-

tionsindicate,toprotectitsvaluablenatu-

ralenvironmentasitsmainresource,to

useitwisely,andtodevelopitsprimary

industries(farming,forestryandfishery)

inharmonywiththenaturalenvironment.

Yakuisnotonlydevelopinganoutstand-

ingenvironment,butisalsoactualizinga

newtourismindustryofecotourism,for

whichthedailylivesoftheislandersplay

animportantrole.Yakuisnowmoving

tentativelyinthatdirectionandits

progresswillbecomethecenterofpublic

attention.
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