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Thestringofislandsfromthesouth-

emtipofKyushutoTaiwaniscalledthe

RyukyuArc.WithintheRyukyuAt℃,the

AmamilslflndsaretheI･owol､eightinhab-
砦

itedislandsfrom27decreesto29degrees

northlatitude.TheeightAmamiIslandsare
砦

calledAmamiOshima,Kakeroma，Uke･

Yoro、Kikai.Tokunoshima,Okinoerabu

andYoron.TheAmamiIslandshavea

totalpopulationofabout130.000people

andconsistofonecityandtentownsor

villages.
ー

AmamiOshimahasanareaof719.5

squarekilometersandapopulationof

74､000people.CombinedwithKakeroma、

UkeandYoro，whichareitsthreesmall

neighboringislands,thetotalareais818

squarekilometers.NexttoOkinawaand

Sadogashima.AmamiOshimaisthethird
ー

largestofJapan'sremoteislands.

Mountainsover400metersinheight
ｰ

runnorthandsouthontheisland,withMt.

Yuwanataheightof694metersasthe

mainpeak.Zigzaggingshorelineswhich

hugthemountainsprovidethecoastsof

AmamiOshimawithmanvgoodharbors.
ザー

Interspersedinthemanysmallareasofflat-

landI､oundinzigzaggingbayareasaround

theislandareisolatedcommunitieswith

manvdifferencesinlanguageandfolk
ヴ ーー

customs･

TheNanseiIslandswerepartofthe

Asianconlinenlabouttenmillionvears
ご

ago.Innumerablemainlandanimalsthen

inhabitedthisarea･BLllabouIonealldiI

halfmillionyearsago，1heToMralsl狐1ds

oftodavbrokeawayfromthecontinent
ヴ ヴ

andisolatedtheanimals.

Aboutonemillionyearsago,theNansei

Islandsweredividedintoseverallargeareas
ー

andthelandkeptrepeatedlyrisingand

subsidingasaresultofactivediastrophism.
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whichismovementintheearthscrust.The

lowaieasthensubsidedintotheoceanand

thehighareasbecameislands,which

includeAmamiOshima,Tokunoshima,

Okinawa,IshigakiandIriomote・Coral

reefsthendevelopedinthelowareasthat

subsidedintheoceanbutlaterwere

upliftedtobecomethecoralreefislands

namedKikai,OkinoerabuandYoron.

AmamiOshimahadbeenpartofthe

Asiancontinentforalongtime,andbecause

itdidnotsinkintotheoceanafterthe

separation,itisstillthehabitatofnumer-

ousmainlandAsianplantsandanimals.

Butitunderwentapeculiarevolutionasa

resultofbeingisolatedbytheoceansince

theseparation.Thepeculiaranimalson

AmamiOshimaarelikelivingfossils.

OneexampleistheAmamirabbit

(alsocalledAmamihare),whichison

Japan'sprotectedspecieslist・Another

exampleistheLidth'sjay,whichisalsoon

Krnsa如加〃/伽a〃

伽加a肌細Sane伽〃

Amynadofwildfowlspeciesinhab-

itsaprimevalforestareaonAmami

OshimacalledKinsakubaru,whichisthe

lastsanctuaryforthewildlifeoftheisland.

Itissaidthatalmostthreehundredspecies

herehavebeenrecordedsofar,manyof

whichhavealreadybeenrecordedinrefer-

encelistings.Thismeansthatoverhalfof

Chapter6AmamiOshima

thelist.TheLidthsjayistheemblematic

birdofKagoshimaPrefecture.Lidth'sjays

areendemictoAmamiOshima.Aswith

theAmamirabbitandtheAnderson'snewt.

theLidth'sjayisaspeciesthatsurvived

竹omtheagewhentheislandswerepartof

thecontinent,butithasevolvedtoadaptto

thepeculiarecosystemofAmamiOshima.

Numerousotherwildbirdssuchas

theRyukyurobinandthewhite-backed

woodpeckerarefoundalmostexclusively

onAmamiOshima.Soarenumerousother

NanseiIslandsendemicspeciessuchasthe

kenagamouse(Dゎﾉbthrixﾉegata)andthe

Ryukyusweetfish(児/ecoglossusaltivelis

ryukyuensis).AmamiOshimaalsohas

thesecondlargestacreageofprimeval

mangroveforestinJapan・AmamiOshima

isatreasuretroveofplantsandanimals

thatareuncommontotherestofJapanand

totheworld.Thatiswhyitisoftencalled

the"GalapagosoftheOrient."

the560recordedspeciesofwildfowlin

JapanareonAmamiOshima.Themany

birdsthatvisitbrieflywhilemigratingand

themanythatstrayinareincludedinthis

number・Thiswidevarietyofwildfowl

speciesisanindicationofthegreat

importanceofthenaturalenvironmentand

peculiarecosystemofAmamiOshima.

Lidth'sjaysenjoyeatingacornsand

haveahabitofburyingthemintheground

inOctoberandNovembertostorethemfor

thewinter.Indoingso,theLidth'sjaysare

inadvertentlyplantingseedsforitajiioaks
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(α雛"ionsﾉscuspidatavar./【"〔､hue"虹§)

andAmami;("JA妬hioaksandcontributing
￥

tothereplantingot､thebmadleafforest.

Endemicsubspeciessuchasthe

White'sgi･()undlhl･ushaI1(lthewhite‐

backedwoodpeckerarewildfowlthatespe-

ciallydependonaprimevalI､Cl･est・WiIhan

estimatedpopulationol､aboutonehundred.

White'sgroundthrushesarecloserto

extinctionthananyotherwildfowl.Itis

believedthatwhite-backedwoodpeckers

alsocannoteasilysurvivewithouta

primevalforestcontainingmanyoldtrees

orothertreeswithbroadtrunks.

AmamiOshimausedtoaboundwith

lushwoodsthatteemedwithLidth'sjays

andamyriadofotherwildbirdsandother

endemicanimals.Thelushwoodsprovided

allthecreatureswithasafeandsecure

sanctuary.ButsincetheendofWorldWar

II.thelushwoodshavebeenrapidlvdisap-

pearingasaresultofcommercialdevelop-

merits.Theonlyvirginforestthatstill

remainsuntouchedisKinsakubaru、which

Kinsakubaru.primevalforestareaonAmamiOshima

containsslightlylessthanhalfofthenatural
－グ

forestacreageofthepastontheisland.

Itajlloaksandotheroaksovera

hundredyearsoldaresaidtogrowinthis

forest.TheDukeofEdinburghreportedly

remarkedthatKinsakubaruwasamarvelous

sightwhenhecametoviewtheislandfor
←

theWorldWideFund.Itissaidthatthe

productionstall．ol、themovieGodzilla

weresoimpressedwhentheysawaposter

ofKinsakubaruthattheydecidedtomake

AmamiOshimatheirshootinglocation.
－

Sin“Iheendoi､WoI-ldWal･Ilmuch

ofthewoodsollAmallliOshimahavebeen

undergoingmassivedeforestationasaresult
ｰー

ofasurgingtrendcommonlyknownas
－レ ジ

"Amashin"todeveloptheAmamiIslands,

Treesarechoppeddown,crisscrossingforest

roadsarepayed,tunnelsaredug,and

mountainsidesareshaved・Man'spresence

isfelteveninthedepthsofthewoods.

Anincidentoccurredrecentlythat

tynifiedman'sclashwiththeanimalsinthe
ご■

woods.Adisputeovertheconstructionofa

golfcoursebroke
～

oNazeCityO1fice

outandeaveriseto
一

anunprecedented

lawsLlilknownas

lhe”Amamll･abbiI

ease."Thedispute

dividcdlheislanders

Intotwofactions

sunnortingeither
A△ ー

commercialdevelop-

mentoI．I1atul･e

consel､vatlon．



AmamiRabM曲se

Thisawsuitbecamethe1bcusof

attentionthroughoutthenationbecauseit

wasthefirsttimeinJapantheplaintiffs

werethespokespersonsforwildanimals.

whichinthiscasewereAmamirabbits.

Hereishowitstarted.

AnareaonAmamiOshimacalled

Ichizakiwasknownasoneoftheregions

inhabitedbynumerousAmamirabbits.The

areaincludesasiteslatedtobecomethe

Sumiyovillagegolfcourse.In1992,some

peoplewereworriedthatthegolfsitedevel-

opmentmightadverselyaffectthehabitat

oftheAmamirabbits,sotheywentto

observethedevelopmentsiteandthe

peripheralarea・TheyfoundAmamirabbit

droppingsandothertracesthatprovedthat

Amamirabbitsindeedinhabitthearea.

AsthespokespersonsfortheAmami

rabbitsandthenaturalenvironmentof

AmamiOshima,onenatureconservation

groupanditstwenty-twomembersfileda

suitagainstthegolfsitedevelopers・However,

themainpointatissueinthistrialwaswhat

partycouldbejudgedasqualifiedornotas

aplaintiffwithintheframeworkofthelaws

inforce・Thetrialwouldestablishwhether

acorporationwithoutjuridicalpersonality

couldbeaspokespersonfornatureitself.

(Thecorporationwasestablishedtoprotect

thenaturalenvironment.)Atthesame

time,thetrialwouldalsoestablishwhether

individuals,asnaturalpersons,withserious

concernforconservationofthenatural

Chapter6AmamiOshima

environmentcouldbesuchspokespersons.

In1999,thecourtruledthatsuchenti-

tieswerenotqualifiedasplaintiffs.The

judgmentwasbasedonthelegislationand

judicialprecedentsconcerningplaintiff

qualificationsuptothen.Sotheanimals

lostthesuitinthefirsttrial.

SincetheendofWorldWarII,

harbor,roadandembankmentconstructions

andotherpublicworkshavebeenprogress-

ingrapidly,destroyingthenaturalenviron-

ment.Butontheotherhand,nature

conservationcampaigns,environmental

protectioncampaignsandothermove-

mentshavearisentodirectlyoppose

thelarge-scaledevelopmentprojectsthat

destroythevaluableforestandwatersof

theisland.

Inthebeginningofthe1970s,a

large-scaledevelopmentprojectplanned

foranislandcalledEdateku,whichispart

ofthevillageofUkenonAmamiOshima,

dividedthevillagersandtherestofthe

islandersintotwofactionseithersupporting

oropposingtheproject.Theprojectplan

wastoreclaimtheshoreofEdatekuand

constructalarge-scalepetroleumreserve

basethere・However,astheresultofseveral

yearsofintenseprotestcampaignsbylocal

andoutsideorganizationsestablishedto

conservenatureortoprotecttheenviron-

ment,theprojectwascalledoff.

SincetheendofWorldWarII,

AmamiOshimahasbeendependingon

largeappropriationsasfinancialaidfor

islanddevelopmentfromthenational

administration.Andbecauseislanddevel-
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opmentdestroysnature,antagonismhas

beenextremelyintenseonAmamiOshima

曲功erFernetand

AmamiL旋肋Ⅲs

AftersettingfootonAmamiOshima

andseeingthemyriadoflifeforms,a

Frenchmanwastednotimeinintroducing

themtoEurope.ThemanwasaCatholic

priestnamedFatherJosephBernard

Ferriet.Hewasoriginallyamissionary

whowassenttoNagasakifromaCatholic

missioninFrancein1881.ItwasFerriet

whobeganthepropagationofCatholicism

onAmamiOshimawhenhearrivedonthe

islandattheendofDecemberin1891.

HefirstarrivedtoacitycalledNaze,

whichissaidtohavehadapopulationof

betweensixandseventhousandinthose

days・WithNazeashisbase,Ferrietzeal-

ouslypropagatedthereligionandcreateda

networkofconvertsmainlyinthenorthern

partoftheisland・However,heruinedhis

healthandhadnochoicebuttoreturnto

Francein1906toi℃cuperate.Buttheseeds

offaiththatheplantedontheislandstarted

bearingconsiderablefruitafter1912asa

resultoftheeffortsofhissuccessors.

Accordingtoasurveyconductedin1918,

therewere3,799Catholicbelievers,9

churches,2Frenchmissionariesand3

JapanesemissionariesonAmamiOshima.

Ferrietwasnotonlyamissionary.He

betweensupportersofdevelopmentand

supportersofnatureconservation.

wasalsoarecognizedauthorityasa

researcheroflifeformsonAmami

Oshima.BesidespropagatingCatholicism.

hecollectedbugsandplantsthatwere

peculiartoAmamiOshimaandsentthem

totheacademiccirclesofhishomecountry.

ItwasthroughFerrietthatAmamiOshima

firstbecameknowntotheworld．Ferriet

devotedlycollectedcoleopteransandsent

themtoReneOberthur,whowasafamous

beetlecollectorinFrance.

Ferriet'sfirsttreatiseaboutthespeci-

menshecollectedwaspublishedin1894.

ThebeetlesthatFerrietsenttoOberthur

capturedtheinterestofacademicsthrough-

outFrance,soinreturn,OberthursentFerriet

wordsofencouragementandsuitable

remuneration.Ferrietusedtheremuneration

forerectingchurchesandevangelizing.

Oberthurdistributedthespecimensfrom

Ferriettospecialists,whothenstarted

mentioningtheminnumerousessaysand

treatises.Someofthespecimenswere

passedontoacademicsinBritainandwere

recordedasspecimensfromFerriet.

Ferrietwasalsointerestedinplants.

especiallymossesandferns・Ashedidwith

thecoleopterans,hesentsamplestoFrance

forspecialiststoexamine・Itissaidthat

Ferriet'snameisaffixedtothescientific

namesattributedtosomeofthosespecies.

In1923,jurisdictionoverevangeliz-

ingactivitiesonAmamiOshimawastrans-



Farmingfamilyinasugarcanefield

ferredfromthemissioninFrancetoa

CatholicdenominationinCanada,so

Japanese-CanadianmissionaryMotoiYone-

kawacametotheisland・Besidespropagal-

FirstPhotographer
onAmamiOshima

BeforeWorldWarII.therewasa

Japanesephotographerwhowastednotime

inphotogi･aphingthevaluablecreatureson

AmamiOshimaandpresentingthemtothe

outsideworld.OnApril12th,1935,Kenji

Shimomura,Japan'sfirstnaturallilE

cameraman,arrivedattheareaofa型ﾉ別Au

(aruinedcastle)inthevillageofSumiyo

onAmflmiOshima・

Inlhc印ﾊ･"A〃,therewasamountain

Chapter6AmamiOshima

◎RyoAoyama

ingCatholicism,healsooperatedthe

OshimaGirls'HighSchoolinNazeand

madegreatendeavorsineducationalwork

ontheisland.

thatwasthicklyforestedwithfernsgrow-

ingrampantlyandtreefernsrising

majestically.Onthemountain,Ryukyurob-

inswouldbechirpingawayandwhite-

backedwoodpeckerswouldbebusypeck-

ingonthetrees.Theholesandpathsused

byAmamirabbitscouldbeseenhereand

theI．e･

ThemainreasonforShimomura's

visittoAmamiOshimawastophotograph

someLidth'sjays,whichareonthe

protectedanimallist.Shimomurawasthe

firstpersontocaptureAmamirabbitsand

Lidth'sjaysonI､ilm.Intheautumnof1935.

heexhibitedaphotographofaLidth'sjay
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Farmingfamilyandtheirtractor

inanexhibitionattheBritishMuseumin

London,Thethemeoftheexhibition.

whichwassponsoredbyacompanycalled

EnglishCountryLiying,wasnaturallife

photographyoftheworld.Nexttothe

Lidth'sjayphotographswerephotographs

Coexistencewith

VenomousSnakes

Anotheranimalthatplayedarolein

natureconseryationonAmamiOshimais

the加加(7沈刀eresurusflavovindis),

whichisayenomoussnake.Theislanders

wentthroughgreatpainsfightingthehabus

foralonglime.Inthepast,aboutthreehun-

dredpeoplewerebittenbya加加every

yearandabouthalfofthevictimsdied

fromthebite.

Whenbitten、avictimhadtocutoff

◎RyoAoyama

titled"HabitatofLidth'sJays,"which

depictedforestscenesatthevillageof

Sumiyo.Thatwasthe1､irsltimephoto-

graphsLidth'sjaysandscenesofAmami

Oshimahadeverbeendisplayedatan

lnIematlonaleven【．

thebittenpartofhisorherbodyatonceto

preventthevenomfromcirculating

throughoutthewholebody.Sonumerous

victimsendedupdeadorcrippledfromthe

iniurysufferedfromhackingoffabodily
ソゴ ー ご

partusingasickleorwhateyerelsethey

happenedtobeca汀ying.Butnowadays.

thankstoanantidote,victimsrarelydie

fromabiIe、

The加加reportedlyisnearsighted

butsensitivetoaerialvibrationandits

tongueandentirebodyaresensoryorgans

thatperceiveapproachingprey.The加加

ayoidsdirectsunlight,whichweakensit.

andtakesshelterintheshadeofthingslike



stonewallsandcycads.Whenprey

approaches,the加加readiesitselfbycoil-

ingintoanS-shape.Itthenleapsadistance

uptotwiceitsbodylengthandsinksthe

twofangsofitsupperjawintoitsvictim.

Itissaidthata加加biteissome-

timeshardlynoticeable,1℃elingsomething

like"apeckbyachicken."Sosomepeople

diefi･omahabubitewithoutevenknow-

ingtheyhavebeenbitten・Itisalsosaid

thatvictimsdieinaboutanhourifthebite

isserious・IntheAmamiIslands,加加s

arefoundonlyonAmamiOshimaand

TokunoshimaandarenotfoundonKikai,

OkinoerabuorYoron./淘加sdonotinhabit

thelatterthreebecausetheislandsareup-

liftedcoralreefsthathadbeensubmerged

foralongtime.

Thevenomoussnakesmaybeaformi-

dablemenacetotheislanders,buttheyalso

bringaboutawideassortmentofbenefits

tomankind・Anexampleisthedesignsof

Oshimapongees(aspecialproductof

AmamiOshima),whichhavepeculiar

designsthatresemblethepatternson加加

skins.Notwohabushavethesamepattern

ontheirskinseventhoughtherearesomany

ofthem・The加加sgreatlyout-numberthe

humans.Reportedlyabout200,000加加s

Michmoshima

Today,acombinationoftwoChinese

charactersmeaning"cover"plus"beauty"

isusedtowrite"Amami."Inhistorical

Chapter6AmamiOshima

inhabittheisland・Thisgreatdiversityof

patternsis,nodoubt,whatinfluencedthe

designsofOshimapongees.

Anotherbenefitbroughtaboutby

coexistencewith加加sistheprotectionof

virginforestandotheraspectsofthe

naturalenvironment・Theveryexistenceof

thesevenomoussnakeskeptmanaway

fromthemountainsandforestsforalong

time.Withtheinnumerable加加scrawling

around,themountainsandforestswere

terrifyingplaces.Asaresult,thevaluable

speciesofplantsandanimalsofAmami

Oshimamanagedtosurvive.

AmamiOshima'speculiartopography

wasalsoakeyfactorinprotectingthe

animals・Withthegreaterpartoftheisland

occupiedbysteepmountains,thereisvery

littleflatland.Anotherfactorthatcontrib-

utedtotheprotectionofthenatural

environmentwastheancientunwavering

beliefsthattheislandersheldaboutnature.

Theyfearedghostlyapparitionscalled

ke""lunsandotherphenomenathatthey

believedhauntedtheforests.Itwasa

combinationofsuchfactorsthatprotected

AmamiOshima'snaturalenvironmentover

theagesandpreservedtheislandasa

treasuretroveofplantandanimalspecies.

JapaneseliteraturesuchastheAncient

Chronicle(Kojiki)of712andtheChroni-

clesofJapan(Nihonshoki)of720,itwas

writtenwithadifferentcombinationmean-

ing"ocean"plus"look,"orwiththree

specialChinesecharactersusedonly
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phonetically.

ThehistoryoftheAmamiIslandscan

bedividedintothreemainages・Thefirst

ageisaperiodinwhichtheislanderslived

inhamlets・Itbeginsintheneolithicera

andcontinuesintothe8thand9thcentu-

ries.Thesecondageistheearlymodern

periodthatbeginswhenthehamletchiefs

struggledtoprotectandexpandtheir

domains・Afterthat,inthesamesecond

age,comesaperiodofrulebytheRyukyu

Kingdom,whichisfollowedbyafeudal

periodinwhichtheAmamiIslandswere

subjecttotheSatsumaDomain.Thethird

ageisthemodemperiodthatbeginswith

theprewaryears,whichincludestheMeiji

Era(1868-1912),TaishoEra(1912-1926)

andearlyShowaEra(1926-1945).The

thirdagecontinueswithapostwarperiod

thatincludesabriefrulebytheAllied

Forces'GeneralHeadquartersandthe

presentperiodthatbeginswhentheAmami

IslandswerereturnedtoJapan.

SincethebeginningoftheEdoPeriod

(1603-1867),whileunderruleofthe

NahaRe豆塞n
andYamato

Throughouttheirhistory,theAmami

Islandsunderwenttwolongperiodsofcolo-

nization.ThefirstwastheNahaReign,

whichwas340yearsofrulebytheRyukyu

Kingdom・AndthesecondwastheYamato

Reign,whichwas260yearsofrulebythe

SatsumaDomain,theAmamiIslandswere

officiallynamed"Michinoshima,"which

means"routeislands."Fromthe7th

centurythroughthefirsthalfofthe8th

century,theAmamiIslandshadbecome

knownasMichinoshimabecausetheywere

importantpointsofmarinetrafficforenvoy

shipsheadingtoChinaandforshipsvoyag-

ingtomainlandKyushufromChinaand

Ryukyu.TheAmamiIslandsofferedthe

shipsrefugeandreplenishmentoffoodand

fuel.

InthebeginningoftheHeianPeriod

(794-1192),relationswiththeTang

DynastywanedandtheImperialCourtlost

interestinthesouthislands・Soin824,the

southislandswerefreed廿omjurisdiction

oftheDazaifu,whichwastheKyushu

branchofthecentralgovernment・Inname

only,theislandsbelongedtotheOsumi

Domain,butinreality,theyhadentereda

periodinwhichtheydidn'tbelongtoany

domain.

SatsumaDomain・Accordingto1bIklore,

theAmamiIslandsstartedpayingtributeto

theRyukyuKingdomin1266,butinreal-

ity,itwasduringthe15thcentury.

Inthemid-14thcentury,themain

islandofOkinawaconsistedofthreesmall

kingdomscalledHokuzan,Chuzanand

Nanzan.Butin1429,Chuzandestroyed

HokuzanandNanzan,unifyingtheisland.

Ryukyuanculturestartedflowingintothe

AmamiIslandsaftertheunificationof



thosethreekingdoms.

LocalpowerfulclansintheAmami

Islandsorbloodrelativesofsupremelords

wereappointedaslordsovertheAmami

Islands.Noros(highpriestesses)weresent

toeachislandbyHerMajestyKikoein

Shuri,thecapitaloftheRyukyuKingdom.

Amamiancultureabsorbedallfacetsof

Ryukyancultureincludingfolkmusic,

traditionaldance,ceramicsandmusical

instrumentslikethejabisen,whichisa

snake-skinnedsamisen.

In1368,theMingDynastyplacedan

embargoonChinesemerchantvessels.

prohibitingthemfromconductingoverseas

commerce.SowiththeChinesemerchant

vesselsoutofactionandoutoftheway,

theRyukyuKingdomdevelopedintoa

mightytradingpowerlinkingJapanto
mainlandChina.

In1609,theSatsumaDomaininvaded

theRyukyuKingdomandsubjugatedthe

AmamiIslands・TheAmamiIslandswere

thentakenoutfromtheRyukyuKingdom

andplacedunderdirectcontrolofthe

SatsumaDomain．Startingfromtheclosest

toSatsuma,thenamesoftheislandsin

theRyukyuArcbecameKuchinoshima,

Michinoshima(whichlaterbecamethe

AmamiIslands),RyukyuandSaki.

LocaladministratorsfromtheSatsuma

DomaincametotheAmamiIslandsin

1613andthenewadministrationbegan.

TheSatsumaDomainmonopolizedsugar.

whichtheysolddirectlyinOsaka,and

mercilesslydemandedenormousamounts

ofsugarastaxpaymentsfromtheislanders.

Chapter6AmamiOshima

From1753to1755,theShimazu

Clanreceivedamandatefromtheshogu-

natetoundertakethedifficulttaskofrepair-

ingtheKisoRiver・Theclanhadtobo汀ow

agreatdealofmoneyforthetaskandhad

troubleregaininggoodfinancialstanding.

Stillworse,theextravagantlifestyleof

ShigehideShimazu,thefeudallord,drove

theclandeeperintodebt.

Intheireffortstoreplenishtheir

batteredfinances,theShimazuClanlooked

tothesugarontheAmamiIslandsastheir

sourceofrevenue.Theislanderswere

forcedtoconverttheirricepaddiesinto

sugarcanefieldsandtoeatpotatoesinstead

ofriceastheirstaplefood.TheAmami

Islandsbecameacolonyofpeasantsforthe

SatsumaDomain'sproductionofunrefined

brownsugar.

Peasantswhocouldnotproduce

enoughunrefinedbrownsugar,whichwas

demandedastax,becameslavescalled

〃"chus.Itissaidthatone-thirdofthe

island'spopulationbecameyanc加s・An

edicttoemancipatetheyanchuswas

issuedin1871inthefourthyearofthe

MeijiEra,butitwasn'tuntiltheendofthe

MeijiEraaboutfortyyearslaterthatallof

theyanc伽sweresetfree.

Byslave-drivingthepeasants,the

SatsumaDomainpaidofftheirastronomical

debtsandsecuredasubstantialfinancial

basetooperateasapowerfulclanduring

theMeijiRestoration・Itissaidthatthe

MeijiRestorationwouldhaveunfolded

muchdifferentlyiftheAmamianshadnot

beenexploitedfortheunrefinedbrown
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sugar・

BetweentheRyukyuKingdomand

theSatsumaDomain,theAmamiIslands

tastedabitterhistoryofsubjugation,

exploitationanddiscrimination.Butonthe

otherhand,throughtheeras,theAmami

Islandshavecarefullyguardedthevestiges

ofanancientculturethatisnolongerexis-

tentonthemainlandislandsofJapan.

Examplesarenumerous・Thepeculiar

Amamiandialectisloadedwitharchaic

expressions.Amamianpriestessessuch

asnoros(highpriestesses)andyI"as

(shamans)retaintheancientformof

traditionalmikos(shrinemaidens).Until

afewdozenyearsago,theislanders

TheDevilcalled

"Amashm〃

ThethirdtimetheAmamiIslands

werecolonizedwastheAmericanReign,

whichwastheshorteight-yearperiodof

occupationbyAlliedForces'GeneralHead-

quartersdirectlyaftertheendofWorld

WarII.OnJanuary29th,1946,amemoran-

dumfromtheAlliedForces'Supreme

HeadquartersplacedtheAmamiIslands

andOkinawaunderthesamedivisionof

administration.In1951,TheAmami

OshimaReversionCouncilwasformed

andasaresultofthecampaigningonthe

entireisland,AmamiOshimarevertedto

JapanonDecember25th,1953.

zealouslypracticedancestorworshipand

continuedthepracticeofwashingthe

bonesofthedeceasedafterlettingthe

corpsedecomposeforacertainlengthof

tlme・

Moreexamplesincludetheircustom

ofcarryingthingsontheirheadsor

carryingthingsontheirbacksinbaskets

attachedtotheirforeheadsbytumplines.

theirthatchedroofsandelevatedfloorsin

theirarchitecture,theirceremonialorritual

eventsheldallyearround,andtheir

bountifultraditionalhandicraft・TheAmami

Islandsaretrulyatreasurehouseof

folkloreandculturalanthropology.

TheeconomyoftheAmamiIslands

wascompletelydevastatedatthetimeof

thereversionsotheJapanesegovernment

establishedthe"SpecialMeasuresLawfor

AmamiIslandsReconstruction"in1954

andimplementedthereconstruction・But

theaverageincomeoftheislanders

remainedlessthanhalfofthenationalaver-

ageandshowednosignsofimprovement.

Sothe"SpecialMeasuresLawforAmami

IslandsDevelopment"andthe"New

SpecialMeasuresLawforAmamiIslands

Development"wereestablishedinthe

secondandthirdtermsrespectively・The

lawshaveeventuallybecomeknownby

theirJapaneseabbreviation"Amashin."In

1994,theRevisedAmashinLawwas

establishedandaten-yearextensionto

2003wasenacted.



Inthatway,thenameofthe"Special

MeasuresLawforAmamiIslands'

establishedJuneof1954wasreyisedfrom

"Reconstruction"to"Development叩加1d

thento"NewDeyelopinent."Thislawhas

alsobeenrevisedandhashaditsterm

extendedeveryfiyeyeai．s、ButiIl･etalns

consistentunderlyingobjectives,whichare

toraisetheayerageincomeleyelonthe
－

AmamiIsIalldstothelevelorOkinawa

andthemainlandislandsofJ則xlnandto

maketheAmamiIslandseconomically

independent.

AIiTiost1.44trillionyenforoperating

expenseshavebeenpouredintotheislands

forthetasksofarinthe45yearssincethe
プ

AmamiIslandsrevertedtoJapan.Proiects

entailinglarge-scalemodificationsofthe

naturallandscapesuchasroadsand

harborsoccupyalmosteightypercentof

theentirebudget.

One-thirdoftheAmamiIslands'popu-

lationemigratedduringthelastfortyyears.

Mostofthepeoplewholeftwere

betweenfourteenandfortyyearsold.

whichistheprimeagerangeneededinthe

industriesontheislands.Asaresult,the

agingproblemhasbecomeincreasingly

sel-lous･Thenumberofpersons65years

oldorhigherincreasedby97,4%.Infact,

persons65yearsoldorhigheroccupied

22.9%ofthetotalpopulationoftheAmami

Islandsin1995.Thisisasignificantly

highpel℃entagecomparedtothenational

averageof14.5%ortheOkinawa

Prefectureaverageof19,7%,

Anever-inci･easingnumberofpeople

Manqofarmer
曹
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◎RyoAoyama

havestartedpointingoutthatAmashinisa

devilindisguise.Thepeoplesaythatin

thisintensepursuittoactualizeahigher

averageincomeandtoreachthelevelof

themainlandislands,theveryidentityof

theAmamiIslandswillbelost.Theysay

thatitwillbetheendoftheislandei･s'

independentconsciousnessasAmamians.

FortheAmamians,thehalf-century

sincethereversiontoJapanhasbeena

periodofnaivelyfollowingthedevilcalled

Amashin.Butmoreandmorepeopleinthe

AmamiIslandsareawakeningtothetrue

opulenceoftheirislands.Theyareopening

theireyestotheirexuberantnatural

environmentandculture.Theyarealso
〃

tryingadiversityofmeanstomakethis

morewidelyknown.
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