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Villagebytheseashore

Kikai、locatedinthePacificOcean

jusloffthenortheastshoreofAmami

Oshima.is380kilometersfromKasoshima
L－

Citvand69kilometersfromNazeCitv.It
ヴ

hasanareaof57squarekilometersanda

circumferenceofabout49kilometers.It

is14kilometerslongfromitsnortheast

tiptoitssouth-southwesttipand7.8

kilometerswide，Thegreaterpartofthe

islandisupliftedcoralreefandalmostthe

wholeislandiscoveredwithQuatemary

limestone.

Theislandreportedlyrisesbetween

1.5and1．9millimetersperyear.Almost

noneofthefloraorfaunaontheisland

appearstobeabonginal，Thisisbecause

aftertheislandbrokeawayfromthe

coI1tlnent，itsubsidedintotheoceanbut

rosetothesurfaceaaainasanunlifted
』

CCI･all-eef，TheI-eal･enovel･minlikethe

8(）
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venomoushabusnakes・Noristhereany

precipitoustopographythatprevents

peoplefromentering.Kikaiisavery

comfol．t&lbleMandl､oI･humans・

Villagesaresituatedalongthecoast

withfarmlandbehindeachvillage.
～

Slightlytotheeastside,aridgecalledthe

HyakunodaiHillsrunslikeaspinealong

thelengthoftheislandandslopesgently

fromeasttowest・Itshighestpointis225

Chapter7Kikai

metersabovesealevel.Kikaiisrelatively

flatwithahnoslnoriversorstreams.The

climateismild.Duringthethirtyyears

from1966through1995.theannual

meantemperaturewas22.4degrees

Celsiusandtheannualmeanrainfallwas

2,230millimeters.

Althotiehovertwentythousand
レ ジ

peoplelivedontheislandbeforeWorld

WarII,thepopulationstartedtorapidly

dwindleaftertheendofthewar.Only
学

9,296peoplei℃maintoday.Aboutthirty

percentol､thepopulationisconcentrated

inthesouthwestpartoftheislandintwo

townscalledWanandAgaren.Depopula-

tion,aains;andalowchildbirthrateare

veryconspicuousinalmostallofthe

othervillages.

In1466、theRyukyuKingdom

subduedKikaiandruledtheislandfor

thefollowing150yearsorso.In1609,

theShimazuClanconouei℃dtheRvukvu
凸

KingdomandtookoverruleofKikaifor

about260Ionsyearsuntil1871when
号』ザ

todav'sore!もclureswereestablishedto
ゴ l

replacetheI℃udtlldomalns，

Atlheendol､WorldWarIIin1946、

theUnitedStatesArmedForcessepa-

ratedKikaiI､romJapaneseadministration

andoccupiedtheislandforabout8years.
L

ButonDecember25th、1953,alongwith

AmamiOshima、Tokunoshima.Okino-

erabuandYoron,Kikaiwasreturnedto

Japan.
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HeikeandGenii

SoldiersonKikai

Kikaifolkloredescribesnumerous

interestingvisitorsincludingthemilitary

commanderTametomoMinamotoofthe

GeniiClan,thefamousBuddhistpriest

Shunkan,anddesertersoftheHeikeClan.

Afountainexistsontheislandcalled

KarimatanoIzumi(theForkedArrowhead

Fountain).Accordingtofolklore,themill-

tarycommanderTametomoarrivedonthe

islandatavillagecalledOnotsuonthe

northwestshore.Ashewasapproaching

theshore,heshotaforked-headedarrow

ontotheislandtodetermineifanyonewas

there・Seeingnoreactiontothearrow,he

cameashoreandpulledoutthea汀owfrom

theground,butwhenhedid,freshwater

gushedout.

Itisspeculatedthatbeforelong.

Tametomosailedacrossthewaterto

AmamiOshimaafternoticingitsimmense

silhouettetothewest,andthathe

continuedontotheRyukyuIslandsvia

TokunoshimaandOkinoerabu.

Accordingtootherfolklore,agroup

ofHeikeClansoldiersdesertedtheirposts

thenightbeforethenavalbattleatDannoura

intheNagatoDomain(northwestern

YamaguchiPrefecture).Theysailedfrom

theBuzenDomain(easternFukuoka

PrefectureandnorthernOitaPrefecture)to

southernKyushu,andthensouthtoKikai

viaYakuIsland・TheHeikesoldiersresided

onKikaiforthreeyearsduringwhichtime

theydiscoveredthecolossalAmami

Oshimanearby.FindingoutthatAmami

Oshimahadnolord,theyapproachedthe

islandonthreesidesbyshipandattacked.

AftertheHeikesoldierssubjugated

thewholeisland,itisbelievedthatHeike

GeneralSukemoriconstructedacastlein

anareacalledShodononKakeroma,which

isanislandimmediatelysouthwestof

AmamiOshima.HeikeGeneralArimoriis

believedtohavesettleddowninanarea

calledUragamiinthecityofNazeonthe

northernpartoftheisland・AndHeike

GeneralYukimoriisbelievedtohave

constructedacastleinanareacalled

ToguchiinthetownofTatsugoonthe

easternpartoftheisland.

OtherfolkloredescribesShunkanthe

Buddhistpriest.Anarchaeologicalinvesti-

gationwasevenconductedtosubstantiate

thefolklore.FromthefolkloreaboutGe可i

andHeikesoldiersontheisland,wecan

speculatethatKikaiactuallydidexperience

samuraiandpirateassaultsthatarenot

disclosedinstandardhistorybooks・Pirates

fromBonotsu,whichisapiratebaseinthe

SatsumaDomain,usedtopassthroughthe

NanseiIslandsontheirwaytoGuangdong

andFujianinChina.Judgingfromfolklore

aboutGeniiandHeikesoldiersonKikai,it

isbelievedthatthepirateswerearmedand

alsostoppedattheAmamiIslandsa

numberoftimes.

Folktalesaboutthedesertersofthe

HeikeClanarefoundinaboutsixtyor

seventyareasthroughoutJapan・Inall



cases,itisassumedthat1℃elingsofaffinity

forthefarawaycapitalandfortheheroes

whoescapedagruesomefinalearethe

motivesbehindsuchfolktales.Itisalso

assumedthatpi･ideinlinkingtheirfamily

lineagewithnobilityisanotherfactorthat
Lダ ジ

fostersthefolkloreamongthepeopleof

thoseareas．

HighPriestesses

fromRyukyu

AsintheGenjiandHeikefolklore,

visitol･sfromthemainlandislandsMda

greatimpactonthefolkloriccultureof

theAmamiIslands.Butthedelugeof

Ryukyuancultureduringtheperiodof

Ryukyuanrulehadanevengreaterimpact.

Duringthisperiod,theinhabitantsofthe

AmamiIslandsadoptedRyukyuanculture

forfood,clothing,shelterandallother

aspectsofdailylife.

Buttheydidnotadopttheperforming

artsoftheroyalcourtsuchasclassical

danceandclassicalmusic.Instead,the

islandersweremoreinterestedinthe

performingartsofthecommonpeopleand

inwhatcouldbeadaptedtopracticaluse

suchasmaterialthings,cookingmethods.

businessmethodsandfishingmethods.

ThemainreasonstheRyukyuanking

subjugatedtheAmamiIslandswereto

acquiretheconvenientlylocatedharborsas

relaypointsonhistradingrouteandto

Chapter7Kikai

Thatisespeciallyti･tiefortheAmami

Islandsbecausetheislandersusedto

believeinNei･iya,asacredabodeofthe

godsontheothersideoftheocean.Soitis

assumedthatsuchaffinityandpridemost

likelyplayedanespeciallyimportantrole

inI､osteringsuchfolkloreontheislands.
￥

VillagepathflankedbystonewallscSueoKuwahara

acquirefishingrightsinthearea.Hehad

nointentionoflordingitoverthem.

SinceancienttimesonRyukyu,when

apersonwhohadrendereddistinguished

servicewasappointedtoadistrict,women

suchashiswil℃,sistersorfemalesof

powerfulfamiliesonRyukyuwereappointed

asnoros(highpriestesses)andsentalong

wi1hhim・The〃omswel･eenII･ustedwith

allreligiousservicesandwerealsogiven

politicalresponsibilities.

Thepersoninchargeofcontrolling

thehighpriestessesanddispatchingthem

totheAmamiIslandswasHerMajesty

KikoeinShun,thecapitaloftheRyukyu

Kingdom.ThekingofRyukyucontrolled
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religionontheAmamiIslandsthroughthis

organizationofnoros.

Believedtobeguardianspiritsofthe

chiefstheyserved,norosgainedthefaith

ofthefarmersandseamenoftheislands.It

isspeculatedthatthenorosalsohadthe

A伽加stmtorsand

ExilesfromSatsuma

DuringtheperiodofSatsumarule.

administratorsfromtheSatsumaDomain

arrivedatKikaitosetuptheSatsuma

administration・Theymonopolizedsugar

anddemandedenormousamountsofsugar

astaxpaymentsfromtheislanders.

From1753to1755,theShimazu

Clanreceivedamandate廿omtheshogu-

natetoundertakethedifficulttaskofrepair-

ingtheKisoRiver･Theclanhadtoborrow

agreatdealofmoneyforthetaskandhad

troubleregaininggood伽ancialstanding.

Stillworse,theextravagantlifestyleof

ShigehideShimazu,thefeudallord,drove

theclandeeperintodebt,Sointheirefforts

toreplenishtheirbatteredfinances,the

ShimazuClanlookedtothesugaronthe

AmamiIslandsastheirsourceofrevenue.

Accordingtotherecords,in1789,the

ShimazuClandesignatedtheAmami

Islandsasislandsofexile.Mostofthe

exileswerepoliticaloffendersandthelike.

Themoreserioustheoffense,thefarther

fromthemainlandtheislandofexile

roleofcollectinglandtaxfortheirchiefs

fromthebelievers・Descendantsofnoros

stillexisttodayeverywhereontheAmami

Islands,includingKikai,andtheappara-

tusesusedbythenorosinreligious

servicesarestillfoundinmanyvillages.

wouldbe,soAmamiOshima,beingthe

closestislandofthegrouptomainland

Kyushu,wastheislandforthosewho

committedthelightestoffense・Thosewho

committedamoreseriousoffensewere

exiledfartherandfartherawaytoKikai,

TokunoshimaandOkinoeraburespectively.

Someoftheexilesweremenofhigh

learning.Forexample,SagentaNagoya

wasanexile・HewastheauthorofM"IC

励応uwa(NotesontheSouthernIslands),

whichcontainsextremelyvaluablehistori-

calsourcematerialabouttheAmami

Islands・YasutsuguShigeno,whowasa

doctorofliterature,wasanotherexile,and

thelistgoeson.

ManyoftheexiledsamuraisonKikai

contributedtotheeducationandcultural

developmentoftheislanders.Oneofthe

clansmenexiledtotheislandin1809was

thegreatscholarKianIjichi.Itissaidthat

whentheislandersfoundoutabouthis

greatlearning,theybuiltasmallhousefor

himandwelcomedhimasthementorof

theirchildren.Ijichicontributedimmensely

totheeducationoftheislandersuntilhe

wasallowedtoreturntothedomainthree

yearslater.

Befoiethattime,duringtheKanen



Era(1748-1751)onDecember25th1750,

ShozoEbiharaandtenotherexilesarrived

toKikai・Theyhadbeenbanishedfromthe

domainaftertheywerearrestedforsuspi-

cionofbeingChristiansduringasecretly

heldworship・Beingaknowledgeableman.

Ebiharaalsotaughttheislandchildrenhow

toreadandwriteandwashighlyrespected

bytheislanders.Butitissaidthathelived

hisremainingdaysonthatlonelyremote

island.

Neartheendoftheshogunatein

April1862,ShinpachiMurataarrivedto

KikaiasanexilefromSatsumaandlived

inthevillageofWan.Muratawasoneof

TakamoriSaigo'scomradeswhofellinto

disfavorwithHisamitsuShimazuandwere

exiledmostlytoTokunoshimaandOkino-

erabu・Muratawouldgathertheneighbor-

hoodchildrentogetherandteachthemhow

toreadandwrite・Sometimeshewould

alsoteachtheyoungmenjujitsuandsumo

attheirrequest.

TextbooksthatMuratawrotewithhis

ownbrushreportedlyarepreservedinthe

housesofhisdisciplesofthosedays.He

alsooftencomposedJapanesepoetry

(waka).Twoofhispoemsaresaidtobe

preservedatToenKijima'shome,which

washistemporaryabode.In1864,thefirst

AgriculturalIsland

"Themainindustryofthismunicipal-

ityisagriculture.Topromoteitsdevelop-

Chapter7Kikai

yearoftheGeniiEra,Saigowasallowedto

returntothedomainandsoMurataleftthe

islandtoaccompanyhim・Theislanders

erectedastonemonumenttocommemo-

rateShinpachiMurataandtheystillpay

homagetohimtoday.

Sointhatway,manyexiles,includ-

ingTakamoriSaigo,contributedsomewhat

tothedevelopmentofeducationand

cultureontheAmamiIslandsduringthe

periodofSatsumarule.Eventhoughthey

wereunderspecialrestraints,theexileson

theAmamiIslandsworkeddedicatedly

towardstheimprovementoftheculture

andtheenlightenmentoftheinhabitantsof

theAmamiIslands.

Allthroughouttheperiodsofruleby

thelegendaryGenjiandHeikeClans,

theRyukyuKingdomandtheSatsuma

Domain,manyvisitorsfromthefaraway

worldontheothersideoftheoceanvisited

KikaiandtheotherAmamiIslands.

Cultureandinformationneverstopped

cominginfromtheoutside.Kikai's

relationshipwiththeoutsideworldisstill

muchthesametoday.Butnowthatthe

InformationAgehasbegun,Kikaihasalso

startedtotransmitinformationofallsorts

totheoutsideworld.

ment,weaimtomodernizefarmmanage-

mentandtheconditionsforagricultural

productionandactivelypromoteagriculture

ofhighproductivity."Thatisaquote

homtheKikaiLong-termComprehensive
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DevelopmentPlan,whichwasmappedout

in1970.Andasestablishedbytheplan、

fromtheearlystages,industrialdevelop-

mentbasedonagriculturehasbeenthe

mainideabehindregionaldevelopmenton

Kikai.

"Agriculturalisland."whichisan
-

expressionthatcameintousein1972,

describestheconceptofdeveloping

agricultureonKikaiwithsugarcaneasthe

maincrop・Agriculturaldevelopmenton

Kikaiinvolvedsurmountingtwoma､ICI・

environmentalproblems.Onewasthe

preparationofthefarmlandandtheother

wasobtaininganadequatesupplyofwater

foragriculture.

Consequently,thesetwoproblems

weregiventoppriorityintheAmashin

(AmamiIslandsdevelopment)operations

inthetownofKikai.Becauseagriculture
-

wasseenastheengineofregionaldevelop-

mem，anurgentneedwasrecognizedfor

preparingfarmfields,whicharethebasis

ofagriculturalproduction.By1998,88.5%

ofthefarmfieldsand68.4%ofthefarm

roadsplannedhadbeensuccessfully

prepared.

Theproblemofwatershortageresulted

fromtheisland'sgeologicalstructure.The

islandIScoveredwithporousRyukyu

limestoneandtheentireislandsu㎡acels

onegentlyslopingflatareawithalmostno

hillsorvalleys,sothewaterquickly

permeatesbelowground.

Inthatmilieu,theideaofconstruct-

inganundergrounddamwasproposedasa

nationalgovernmentundertaking.The

鍔

Sugarcanefield

KikaiUndergroundDamPlanwasadopted
ｰ ユ

in1973.constructionbeganin1992.and
し

thecut-offwallol、theundergrounddam
ｰ

wascompletedin1999.Today，construc‐

tionofthereservoirandthepipelineto

transportthewaterisunderway.Through

prefecturalmanagement,completionofall

irrigationfacilitiesisforecastfor2010.

Whentheundergrounddamis
←

completed,theyieldofsugai℃aneandthe

secondarycrops,alongwithflowering

plantsandgardenproducts,isexpectedto

lncI･ease・Whileworkingonthosetwotasks

ofpreparingthelandanddevelopingthe

watersupply,theadministrationisaiming

toincreasethescaleofproductionbybring-

inginlarge-sizemachinery.Itisalsoaim-

ingtosolvetwomoreproblems:the
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decreasingnumberoffarminghouseholds

andtheagingofthepeople.

BestSugarcaneon
AmamiIsﾉanels

OnKikaifarms,thecultivatedarea

allottedtosugarcaneperfarminghouse-

holdisthelargestandtheyieldperten

acresisthegreatestintheAmamiIslands.

Comparedtoothercrops､sugal･mnelseasy

toplantandharvestandisnoteasily

aI1もctedbyclimate,sonumerouspeople

throughouttheAmamiIslandsareengaged

Chapter7Kikai

HighlymechanizedsugarcanemillcSueoKuwahara

Harvestlnqsuqarcane
雪曾

⑥SueoKuwahara

inthesugarcaneindustry.Theadministra-

tionisalsocooperatinginadiversityof

ways･

Sugai･canewasfirstintroducedto

AmamiOshimawhenamannamedKawachi

SunaofromthevillageofYamatoon

AmamiOshimabroughtsomebackfrom

FujianChinain1609･Thesamemanalso

showedtheislandershowtomakesugar
‐

fromthesugarcane.Thereat･eindications
ー

thatsugai℃anewasgrownonOkinawa

beforethattime,butrecordsindicatethat

sugarproductionwasnotknownonthe
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islanduntil1612.

Farmlandconsideredidealfor

commerciallygrowingsugarcanehasan

annualmeantemperatureofatleast20

degreesCelsius,no廿ost,enoughrainfall

duringthegrowingperiod,andcontinuing

clearanddryskiesduringtheripening

period.Theidealgeographicalrangefor

sugarcaneplantationsisbetween35degrees

northlatitudeand37degreessouthlatitude.

buteveninsuchtemperatetropicalregions.

landisnotsuitableunlesstheclimatehas

distinctdryseasonsandrainyseasons.

Sugarcaneisconsiderablyresilientto

droughts,typhoonsandsaltdamage,so

sugarcaneisthemostsuitablecropforthe

NanseiIslands,whichareoftenhitwith

severedroughtsandtyphoons・Infact.

decreasesinyieldneverexceedthirty

percentontheislands.

Thelongerthedurationofsunlight.

andthehotterandmorehumidtheclimate.

thegreatertheyieldbecomes・Incidentally,

theaverageyearlyrainfallontheNansei

Islandsisfrom1,800to2,500millimeters.

whichisveryclosetotheidealof1,500to

2,000millimetersforsugarcanecultivation.

Kikaiisverysuitableforsugarcanecultiva-

tionbecauseithasanaverageyearly

temperatureof21degreesCelsiusanda

subtropicaloceanicclimate.

In1995,thenumberofpersonsinthe

agriculturalworkforceamountedto28%of

thetotalworkforceoftheprimary,secon-

daryandtertiaryindustries・Thispercent-

ageisalmostthesameasitwasfifteen

yearsearlierin1980.Inthe1997statistics.

therewere1,076hectaresofsugarcane

fieldsonKikai.Thatamountwasabout

halfoftheisland'stotalcultivatedareaof

2,130hectares.Thestatisticsalsoshow

thatthecultivatedareaallottedtosugar-

caneperfarminghouseholdwas1.3

hectaresin1980,butincreasedto2・l

hectaresby1995.

Theyieldwasoverahundred

thousandtonsin1989butdroppedtoless

thanahundredthousandtonsthefollowing

yearandisnowfluctuatingataround

eightythousandtons.Accordingto1996

statistics,Kikai'stotaloutputforagricultural

productsyielded2・165billionyenin1996.

Sugarcaneaccountedfor74%ofthat.

SugarcanefarminginKikaihasthehighest

actualyield,productionvolume,andper

capitaproductionofallmunicipalitiesin

theAmamiIslands.

Accordingtothegeneralaccounting

statisticsforKikaifinancesinfiscal1997,

however,only14.2%oftheannualrevenue

camefromindependentrevenuesources.

Theremaining85.8%camefromdepend-

entrevenueresourcessuchastaxmoney

receivedfromthenationalgovernment.

AlthoughKikaiisaimingtobecomean

agriculturalisland,liketheotherislandsof

theAmamiIslands,theactualizationofa

self-sustainingeconomyremainsadifficult

problemandisnotforeseeableinthenear

future.
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ticsinwhichthepopulationisdividedinto

threeagesegment§、namely"underI3､'’

"15to64"and"65andup.”wecansee

thatthevotinggenei･ilIloI-lhasbeellflow-
ゴ ー 一

ingoutduringthehighgrowthperiodol

theeconomy.Wecanalsoseethatthe

proportionol,the"65andup川§egmentis

highandrapidlyrisingontheAmami

Islands、whichareuiulei･uoingapopula-
垂､ー ■ユ

llolldl･flin°

ForKikai,the"65andup"segment

occunie5．9%,whichisahigherpercentage
ロ ー ュ ー

thanforanyothermunicipalityinthe

Amamilsklnds・OIhel・smIislicslllIhe

Super-Aged
Society

Thel990nflllonalcenHus卜§howcdlhe

populationofKikaiIslandtobe9.641.

whichwasthefirsttimeitdroppedbelow

10.000.Thepopulationwas9､36(）“（)i

DecemberI,1999.Ithadstarteddiminish-

ingsteadilyafter1953．By1995thepopula-

tiondroppedto57.8%ofwhatitwas

beforethebeginningofthedecline.
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nationalcensusindicatethattheelder

membersgreatlyoutnumberedtheyounger

membersoftheagriculturalworkforceon

Kikaiin1995,with45%"under60"and

55%"60andup."From1990to1995,

therewasa13%decreaseofagricultural

workforceofthetotal,buta8%increase

forthe"60andup"segment.

Inthestatisticsfor1997,Kikaihadan

agriculturalworkforceof1,540peopleof

whomasmanyas55%were"60andup.”

Only23%were"50orunder."Atthisrate,

70%oftheagriculturalworkforcewillbe

"60andup"intenyears.

In1970,Japanbecamean"agingsoci-

ety"whenits"65andup"segmentreached

7%.Andin1995,Japanbecamean"aged

society"whenthesegmentsurpassed14%.

(AccordingtoUnitedNationscriteria,an

Agricultural
脂"andsFuture

Thesestatisticsclearlyindicatethat

theagriculturalworkforceisdiminishing

andthattheworkersareaging.The

challengesnowfacingtheislandersareto

increasetheirproductivityandcreatean

agriculturalsystemthatsupportsthefarm-

inghouseholds.

Twonecessitieshavebeenpointed

outforagriculturaldevelopmentinthe

region.Oneisthepromotionofeffective

utilizationoftheland,machinery,facilities

"agingsocietyhasa65andupsegment

ofatleast7%,whilean"agedsociety"has

a"65andup"segmentofatleast14%.)

TheMinistryofHealthandWelfare

InstituteofPopulationProblemsestimates

thatJapan's"65andup"segmentwill

surpass20%in2010.Theinstitute

forecaststhatJapanwillbeatoutallofthe

agedsocietiesofadvancednationsin

EuropeandAmericatobecomethe

world'sfirst"super-agedsociety."Oneout

offourpeoplewillbeatleast65yearsold.

A1999surveyofmunicipalities

showsthatthe"65andup"segmenton

Kikaihasreached31.2%,whichisconsid-

erablyhigherthantheothermunicipalities

intheprefectureandinthecountry.Thisis

quiteanincreaseoverthe29%figurefor

1995.

andmanpowerfortheagricultureinthe

wholeregion.Theotheristheestablish-

mentofanintegratedsysteminwhich

municipalitiesandagriculturalcooperative

associationshelpfarminghouseholdsset

uptheirfarmmanagement.

Itwasdecidedthatthefarmers'net

incomeforsugarcanewouldbe20,450yen

pertonhom2000through2001・The

nationalgovernmentispurchasingthe

sugarcaneateighttoninetimestheprice

ofimportedrawsugar・Moreover,aswith

rice,thereisnoproductionadjustment,

andthereisnoneedtofussoverdispatch-

ingorsecuringmarketingoutlets,orto

worryaboutmarketconditions.



Inthefuture,farminghouseholdswill

increasinglyreceiveworkfromthirdsector

agriculturaldevelopmentcooperationsand

fromfarminggroupsthatareintheprocess

ofbeingformedineachcommunity.In

theworkoperations,thefarmerswillbe

plantingandmanagingthesugarcane

themselves,usingsprinklersfromthe

undergrounddamreservoirforthewater-

ing,andoperatingharvestersforthe

harvesting.Thissetupwillmakeitmuch

easierfortheoldfarmers.Forthat,a

systemtomakeiteasierforfarmersto

borroworbuyfarmlandwillbecome

necessaryandfarmroadswillhavetobe

widened.

Moreover,intheregionaldevelop-

mentplansoftheadministration,thedirec-

tionofagricultureonKikaiwillbetoward

thepromotionofacompoundtypeof

agriculture・Theagriculturewillcombine

gardenproducts,livestockandotherhighly

profitableproductsinlinewiththetrendof

demandsonthemarket.Today,progress

involvingadiversityofelementsisalso

beingmadeintheproductionofflowering

plants,vegetables,fruits,beefcowsand

othercrops.

Chrysanthemumcultivationespecially

hasbeenprogressinginrecentyears・Some

areasparticularlyarepouringenergyintoit

asameansofregionalvitalization.Kikai's

productionofsesame,whichisalsowidely

cultivated,isthehighestinJapan.Further

growthisforecastforsuchadditional

cropsthroughcombinedoperationswith

sugarcane．

Chapter7Kikai

Sesame,Kerajioranges(avarietyof

orangeendemictoKerajivillage),tankan

oranges,chrysanthemumsandnumerous

othercropsonKikaiareconsideredtobe

worthyoffurthersupport,andnowthatwe

areenteringthe21stcentury,thetimehas

cometoconsiderthem・Butinthemidstof

anagingworkforce,suchpotentiallyprofit-

abledevelopmentwillamounttonothing

unlessmoreyoungpeoplejoinintocarry

ontheoperations.

Agreatnumberoftheyoungisland-

ersarenowengagedintheconstructionof

theundergrounddam・Overninetypercent

ofthefarmlandisnowprepared，When

constructionofthedamiscompletedin

2003,theonlybigoperationlefttoaccom-

plishwillbethevillagedrainagesystem.

Problemsstillrequiringsolutions

involveagriculturallandandmachinery

andfundsfordailylifeuntilalltheprojects

areunderway,sothattheyoungpeoplecan

smoothlymakethetransitionintothe

worldofagriculture・Forthat,itwillbe

necessarytoinvolvethefarminggroups

thatImentionedearlierandtoworkon

accumulatingfarmlandandmakingit

easierfortheyoungpeopletoleaseorbuy

farmland.

Agriculturalmachinerywillbe

purchasedandcontrolledjointlywiththe

farminggroups・Agriculturalimprovement

funds,AmamiIslandsDevelopmentFunds

andotherfundsshouldbeusedtothefull-

estextent・AndwhenagricultureonKikai

developssufficientlytosurvivewithout

subsidization,Kikaiwillbedazzling.
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