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ItwasntuntilShigechiyoIzumi

becamefamousastheoldestpersonalive

thatthenameofTokunoshimaIsland

becameknownthroughoutJapan.Totell

thetruth,beingbornandraisedinTokyo,

IwashardlyabletodistinguishToku-

noshima廿omAmamiOshimauntilI

movedtoKagoshimaCityabouttwenty

yearsago.Andalongwithmultitudesof

otherpeople,Ibecameincreasinglyfamiliar

withtheisland'snameandlocationon

themapasaresultofShigechiyoIzumi

gettinglistedintheGum"essBookofRe-

cordsin1979.

Atthattime,intheunfoldingofin-

temationalizationinJapan,Guinness

Beerhadjustbeenwidelyreleasedtothe

Japanesemarket,andonthesameband-

wagon,theexistenceoftheGuinness

BookofRecordsalsobecomewidely

known.Soforthefirsttime,Japanese

wereabletoappreciatethegrandeurofa

namelistedinthebook.

ShigechiyoIzumialsobecamea

Culture

ThenextthingtoShigechiyoIzumi

thatisrepresentativeofTokunoshimais

theislanders'enthusiasmforbullfighting,

whichissaidtohaveatraditionofseveral

hundredyears.ThroughoutJapan,there

areanumberofregionswithbullfighting

traditions,includingsomeofTokunoshima's

neighboringislands・Tokunoshimamaynot

Chapter8Tokunoshima

popularfigureintheothermedia・Infact,

PrimeMinisterSuzukistoppedatToku-

noshimain1981onhiswaybackfrom

Okinawaandexchangedfriendlywords

withhimattheairportontheisland.

Althoughtherewasnoabsolute

proofthathewasasoldasheclaimed,

throughtheGuinnessBook,Toku-

noshimabecameknownasanislandof

longevitytotheworld.Incidentally,the

oldmandiedin1986.

Aswiththeotherislandsinthe

AmamiIslands,thesocietyonToku-

noshimaisanagedsociety・Infact,the

"65andup"agesegmentoccupies24.6%

ofitspopulationandmorethantenpeople

are,atleast,ahundredyearsofage・And

asiscommonwithelderlypeople,thefe-

malesgreatlyoutnumberthemales.Inci-

dentally,KamatoHongo,wholivesin

KagoshimaCity,becametheoldestper-

sonaliveinJapaninApril1999.Shealso

isoriginally廿omTokunoshima.

bethemostflourishingplaceforbullfight-

inginJapan,buttheTokushimaIslanders'

enthusiasmforitisreallysomething.

Therearealmosttenbullringsof

varioussizesonthismoderatelysizedis-

land.Bullfightingeventsareheldduring

theNewYear'sholidays,duringthecon-

secutiveholidaysinMay,inOctober,and

sometimesinmidsummer・Itisnotrare

forwelloverathousandspectatorsto

cramintoseebullfights,eventhoughthe
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admissionfeeisnotverycheap.

Thebasicbullfightingmethodisto

puttheheadsoftwobullstogetherand

havethebullspusheacliother.Thehorns

naturallybecomeweapons.Thematchis

overwhenoneofthebLlllsloseshi6will

tofightandrunsaway.Itisalsoeffective

foronebulltoramtheotherattainstthe

1℃nee.Itisthejobol､peoplecalledsekos

topitthebullsagainsteachotherandpro-

voketheirfightingspirits.

Whenthematchends,thesupport-

ersofthewinningsideshout"Waido!

Wを"do!"asanexpressionofjoy.Inciden-

tally,theislandersarealsofondofsing-

mam"U'o(traditionalfolkmusic)with

thenameofWaido-bushi(melody).

Tokunoshimabullfightinehasbe-
ーー

comeinternational.Since1999,three

TokuI1oshimabullshavebeensentto

Koreaduringtwoconsecutiveyearsto

fishtKoreanreddishbulls.Thebull-
一

｢ights,whichwerebilledasKorea-Japan

Showdowns,aresaidtohavebeenmajor

eventsInKorea.Reportedly,tensofthou-

sandsofspectatorscrammedintothebull-

ringofanareaneat･Pusanthathadbeen
-

littleknownuntiltheseKorea-Japan

eventsweI-eheld・We月hoLlldtakeinIoac-

countthehistoricalbasisfordistinctive

BullfightringcstudioKagawa



feelingstheretowardsJapan.

Theresultofthebullfightsisthat

thebullsfromTokunoshima,whichwere

ofmediumstandingonTokunoshima,

brokeevenwithKoreanbullsoftheir

grandchampionclass.However,oneun-

fortunatepartofthisexchangebetween

JapanandKoreaisthattheTokunoshima

bullscannotreturntoTokunoshimadue

toanimalquarantineregulations・Butasa

resultofthebullfightingshowdowns,

Tokunoshimaisnowattractingvisits

fromKoreangoodwillenvoysandthere

areclearsignsofdeeperfriendshipto

comebetweenJapanandKorea・That

willbeagoodthingifitattractsmore

touriststotheisland.

Itmustnotbeforgottenthatdiving

spotsincoralreefregionsoftheNansei

Islandsareanattractiontomanytourists.

OnTokunoshima,therearedivingspots

neartheairport,atthenortheasttip

aroundCapeKanami,andattheeast

shore・Therearealsosevenbusinesses

thatcatertodivers.

Oneoftheappealingpointsof

divingaroundTokunoshimaisthatdiv-

ingispossiblebothinsideandoutsidethe

coralreefs.Anotherappealingpointis

theteemingprofusionoflifeformsseen

aroundTokunoshimainthewater,which

isthemergingpointofelementsofthe

northwithelementsofthesouth.The

besttimefordivingisaroundJulywhen

theoceaniscalmexceptforwhenaty-

phoonhappenstorampagethroughthere-

gion.

Chapter8Tokunoshima

Ifmorediversstartvisitingtheis-

land,moredivingspotscanbenewly

openedforthem,butaswiththenumber

ofothervisitors,thenumberofvisiting

diversisalsostagnating.Accordingto

somepeopleinthebusinessofcatering

todivers,however,thewayitisnowis

idealforgettingthefullestenjoymentout

ofdivingandthatarapidincreaseof

diverswouldnotbefavorable.Theocean

aroundTokunoshimanowmaintainsa

soundbalancebetweendevelopmentand

naturalconservation.

Tokunoshimarecentlyhadanoppor-

tunitytobecomeparticularlywidely

known・NaokoTakahashi,nicknamed

"Q-Chan"inJapan,wonthegoldmedal

forthewomen'smarathonattheSydney

OlympicGames.Q-ChanusedToku-

noshimaashertrainingbasetwicebefore

theOlympics,andaftershewonthegold

medal,hertrainingontheislandbecame

apopulartopicofconversation・Inher

honor,thirty-onekilometersofthecircuit

roadthatshealwaysusedfortraining

wasnamed"NaokoRoad"inApril2000.

ThetownofAmagiintheareaerecteda

monumentwiththatname.

Ayearlytriathlonisheldona

SundaybetweenthelasttendaysofJune

andthefirsttendaysofJulyatAmagi.

Preparationsforthe14thtriathlontobe

heldthisyear(2001)areprogressing

smoothly.Alimitofsixhundredpeople

isallowedtoparticipateandthenumber

isalmostalwaysreached・Includingthe

participantsandthepeoplewhoaccom-
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NaokoRoadmonument("GoldMedallistNaokoTakahashi"partaddedaftershewon

theSidneyOlympicchampionship)cKazutakaNakano

panythem，overathousandpeoplevisit

theislandfortheevent.

ItisnotonlytheAmagitownsfolk

whomanagethetriathlon.Asystemisset

upinwhichvolunteersfromalloverthe

islandnitchinandhelp.Theeventiscon-

sideredtobeapositiveelementinvilaliz-

ingtheisland.NowthatQ-Chanhasused

thesameroadaspartofhei・training

course,thenumberofapplicantsisex-

pectedtoskyrocket.Butconsideringthe

characteristicsofthecompetitionandthe

safetyaspects,thenumberofparticipants

allowedtocompetecannotbeexces-

sivelvincreased.
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Tokunoshimareachinqfinishline
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Nature

Viewedfromadistance,afewgently

slopingmountainscanbeseenonToku-

noshima.Thetallestmountain,called

MountInokawa,isinthecenterofthe

islandandrises645metersabovesea

level・Itisthesecondtallestmountainin

theAmamiIslands.Anothertallmoun-

tainisMountAmagi,whichrises533

metershighinthenorthernpartofthe

island.

ThetoppartofMountInokawahas

beendesignatedasanAmamiGunto

Semi-NationalPark.Itisratherthickly

coveredwithaforestofbroad-leafever-

greentreessuchasthoseofagenus(Cas-

“"opsis)akintochinquapinsandoaks,

whicharebothrepresentativeofthenatu-

ralvegetationofthisregion.Therehas

beenpracticallynocommercialuseof

suchmountaintopnaturalforestsinrecent

years.MountInokawareceivesenough

rainfalleverymonthsothewoodsare

wellpreservedwhereverthesoilisdeep.

Indusな五es

Accordingtoofficialstatistics,the

totaltillableareaonTokunoshimais

6,940hectares,whichis28.1%ofthetotal

areaoftheisland・Theaveragecultivated

areaperfarminghouseholdis1．86hectares.

Inthecropbreakdown,theareaunder

Chapter8Tokunoshima

AswithAmamiOshima,innumer-

ablehabuSywhicharevenomoussnakes

thatattackhumans,dwellintheforests

ofTokunoshima・FromwhatIhear,that

isonereasonmanypeopledonotrashly

entertheforests.Thatmightbeaslight

disadvantageforeco-tourismthatfeatures

theatmosphereofaluxuriantforest.

Thegentlyslopingsurfaceoftheisland

fromsealeveltoaheightofabouttwo

hundredmeterscontainsmanyterraces

andiscoveredwithfarmland，Theisland

gentlyslopesfromthesouthernarea

throughoutthewesterncoast・Partsof

thisregioncontaingreatamountsofcoral

remains.Thesurfacelayerisformed

fromweatheredlimestoneandisyellowish

brown・Andbelowitisawideexpanseof

reddishsoil.

Graniteformstherocklayerunder

thesoilinthemountainousregionthat

dividesthenorthernareafromthecentral

area.ThecoreofMountInokawais

madeofrockformedinthePaleozoicEra.

sugarcanecultivationisbyfarthelargest

with4,531hectares,whichis78.4%of

thetotalareaof5,779hectaresunder

cultivation・Thetotalareaofpaddyfields

is4hectares.

Sugarcaneproductionspecialists

werefirststationedinTokunoshimain

1735duringthemid-EdoPeriodwhen

theSatsumaDomainwaspromotingfull-
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scalesugai℃aneproductionontheisland.

In1830duringthelastpartoftheEdo

Era、1heislandel･sweI･eforcedintoacom－

pulsorysugai℃aneplantingsystemthat

theyconsideredextrcmelvunreasonable.

Inthesameyear，IS30,theDutch

colonialgovernmentonJavaalsobegan

toenfoi℃esimilarcompulsoryplantii唱

theCultivationSystem(A""""u応Ie/se／ill

Dutch)、whichwasalsocriticizedbythe

islandersonJava.Tthatwashappening

eventhoughthepolicymakersofthe

Suqarcaneharvestinqbvasmall－sizedhaIvester
ｰ 軍 グ

DutchandSatsumasiovernmentshadno
ー

叩parentdirectexchanse.Itisveryinter-

estmgthatbothol､thesepoliciesshould

havebeenresneclivelvcarriedoutcon-
n ご

temporaneously.

Thetotalvolumeolrawsuaar

(cui．edsugarwhichcontainsmolasses)

andum･efinedhi･ownsugar(non-centn-

fusedsugar)producedonTokunoshima

hasbeenabout30.000tonsperyearin

recentvears.ThataccountsIbr39%of

thegrossproductionofKagoshima

oKazLakaNakano



Prefectureandisagreatervolumethan

thatproducedbyanyotherislandofthe

prefecture.

Incidentally,about800,000tonsof

rawsugarisproducedinallofJapanper

year,24%ofwhichcomesfromsugar-

cane.ButJapan'syearlyconsumption.

whichismostlyofrefinedsugar,comes

toabout2.5milliontons.Fromthat,we

canseetheimportanceofsugarcane

productionintheagricultureonToku-

noshima.

Fromaglobalperspective,considering

thesunshinedurationfactor,sugarcaneis

notbeingproducedonTokunoshima

underoptimalclimaticconditions,evenif

thetyphoondamagefactorisoverlooked.

Thisisalsotrueforsomeotherislandsof

theNanseiIslands.Continuousclear

weatherisneededduringtheripening

period,whichbeginsafewmonthsbefore

harvesttime,inordertoraisethesugar

contentinsidethesugarcane・Climatic

conditionsonTokunoshimausuallydo

notprovidethenecessarysunshineduration.

Rainfallwasunusuallylightand

skiesweregenerallyclearthroughout

OctoberandNovemberof1999onToku-

noshima・Theextraordinarilyhighsugar

contentinthesugarcaneharvestedinthat

seasonprovesthenecessityofsunshine

duration.

Thisyear'spriceofsugarcaneactu-

allyavailabletofarminghouseholdsin

alltheSatsunanIslandsis,onaverage.

alittlemorethan20,700yenperton,

whichisfarmorethantentimesasmuch

Chapter8Tokunoshima

sellingpriceasthatsetbythemainsugar-

caneproducingcountriesofSoutheast

Asia.Butevenstill,theaveragegross

incomeperfarminghouseholdisonly

about1.6millionyenperyear.

Unlikerice,withsugar,thereis

absolutelynodifferenceinthetasteofthe

finalre伽edproductnomatterwherethe

rawsugarwasproduced・Iftheselling

conditionsofasugarcaneproducingfarm

wereundercompletely廿eecompetition

withoutgovernmentalsubsidization.

Tokunoshimawouldobviouslybeno

matchfortheSoutheastAsiancountries.

andsugarcaneproductionwouldhaveto

bediscontinued.Sotheislandersarenow

examiningadiversityofpossibilities

whichmightenablethemtocontinue

theirfarmingeconomysomehowwithout

dependingonsugarcane.

AsImentionedearlier,theislanders

havebeenzealousaboutbullfightssince

theoldendays・Theyareveryinterested

incattleandtheirgrossproductionof

beefcalvesissecondtosugarcane.

Calvesareshippedfromtheisland

withinoneyearaftertheyareborn.The

numberofcalvesshippedfromToku-

noshimaisbyfarthehighestofthe

AmamiIslands・Productionofsugarcane

andcalveshasalwaysbeencloselyknit

becausesugarcaneleavescanbeusedas

fodder.Butinrecentyears,becauseof

thesevereagingoftheworkforce,more

andmorefarmershavebeenadopting

machinerycalledharvesters,whichmakesit

mucheasiertoharvestsugarcane・Asa

lOl
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result,thesituationischanging.

Whenaharvesterisusedtoharvest

thesugarcanestalks,theleavescanno

longerbeusedasfodder・Somoreand

moreislandersaredecreasingtheirarea

forcultivatingsugarcanetomakealarger

areatoproducefodder.

Productionofcalvesoccupiesahigh

positionintheisland'sagriculture・But

nowthattheinternationaltradewithbeef

hasbecomealmosttotallyfree,asignifi-

cantincreaseinproductioncannotbe

expected・Furthermore,theagedfarmers

nolongerhavethephysicalstrengthto

easilycarrytheircalvestotheauction

market・Theproductionofcalvesonthe

islandcannotcontinueunlessyoung

peopleworkhardatincreasingthenum-

berofcalves・Stillworse,Ioftenhear

thatthefeeforrentingaharvesterisan-

otherheavyburden.

Recehtly,potatoeshavebecomecon-

spicuousinthefarmfieldsandinship-

ments.Shippingofthepotatoesfromthe

islandbeginsinlateJanuary,atwhich

timethepotatoesgrownonthemainland

islandsarenotreadytobeharvested.

Accordingtotheislanders,theyselecta

varietythatiscompatiblewiththered-

dishsoilzone,whichImentionedearlier,

directlybeneaththesurface.

Tokunoshimapotatoesaresellingfor

anespeciallyhighpriceonthemarket

becauseoftheirwhitishflesh・Potatoes

havecomerightnexttocalvesonthe

lateststatisticsforgrossproduce.How-

ever,theyieldperareaonTokunoshima

ISsomewhatlowerthanthatofthemain

potatoproducingdistrictsofthemain-

landislands,anditisnotknownwhether

theproductionvolumewillcontinueto

lncrease･

Ihearthatpotatoproductionisalso

closelyrelatedtosugarcanecultivation.

Ifpotatoesareplantedonafield廿om

whichsugarcanehadbeenharvestedand

cannolongerberatooned,thereisno

needtoapplyagriculturalchemicalsto

thesoil・Anotheradvantagewithpotatoesis

thattheycanbeplantedafterthetyphoon

seasonendsandbeharvestedonehun-

dreddayslater.

Inthepast,allofthematerialto

makeOshimapongeeswasbroughtto

Tokunoshimaandthepongeemakers,

whoweremostlyfemales,wouldearna

considerableincomebypiecework.But

ordershardlyevercomeinnow,onlya

scantynumberoffishcanbecaught,and

growthoftourismisminimal.Sotown

administrationsontheislandhavegone

backtothedrawingboardtobrainstorm

newwaystosomehowincreasethe

blessingsfromthesoil.

Anincreasedproductionvolumeof

potatoesinrecentyearsisevidentall

throughouttheNanseiIslands,notonly

Tokunoshima.ForTokunoshima,pota-

toesarethecropthatisnowmakingthe

bestprogress・Theadministrationsare

thinkingofincreasingthescaleofcrop

productionthatbestsuitsTokunoshima's

frost-freeclimate.Theadvantageof

potatoproductiononTokunoshimais
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IhalIhehal･vestlseal･liel･thanthatofthe

maincompetingdistricts・Bu【theadvan-

tageofsubtropicalfruitproductionis

thatthisistheonl¥ノregioninJapanthat

canproduceit.

Tankanoranges,especiallythose

fromYakuIsland,havebecomewell

knowninthebigcities.Thevtastemore
ｰ プ

likeValenciaorangesthananyother

citrusI､ruitproducedinJapan.”"ka〃

orangesareofhighqualityand,although

strengthmustbeapplied,

plantingstagetothefirstharvest,ittakes

awaitingperiodol､severalyears、which

isanenormousburdenonthefarmers.

Fortankanoranges、thewaitisthree

Vears，

Althoughtankanorangetreesare

usuallycultivatedoutdoorsonToku-

noshima、otherkindsofti℃esoriginating

inthetropicsmustbecultivatedina

greenhouse.Andotherkindscanbeculti-

vatedoutdoorsbutproducebetterfruitin

canbepeeledwiththe

fingers,whichmakes

themsuperiortoValencia

oranges.Itwillbeneces-

sarytolowertheprice

moretocompeteonafull

scalewiththeimported

Valenciaoranges.
ー

Willtel･sal－etoo

coldonmainlandKyu-

shu，sothemostsult-

【ibleregioninJapanto

cultivatetankanoranges

÷,
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istheNanseiIslands.

Thenumberoffarminghouseholdsculti-agreenhouse.OnTokunoshima.mango

vatingtankanorangetreesisincreasing,treesarerepresentativeol、thetypethat

buttankanorangetreecultivationonarecultivatedinagreenhouse.

TokunoshimaisstillfarfromthescaleofMangoproductionisnotlimitedto

AmamiOshimaIsland.AsaresultoftheTokunoshima.Mangosareproducedin

mildwintersonTokunoshima.tankanor-theareafromOkinawaPrefectureinto

angeshaveanexcellenttaste、butonthemainlandKyushuandtheareaisgradually

otherhand,someofthemdonotbecomeexpanding.Mangotreesareoriginally

completelyorangeincolor.fromthetropicssouthoftheTropicof

FormanykindsofI､ruit,fromtheCancer.Buttheadvantageol､cultivating
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thetreesinJapanisthatthemangoscan

beshippedintheirfullyripecondition.

Aswithbananasandothertropicalfruit.

formanyreasons,itisdifficulttoimport

mangosintoJapanintheirfullyripecon-

dition.

Eventhoughthedomesticallygrown

mangosareclearlyhigherpricedthanthe

imports,thedomesticallygrownfullyrip-

enedmangosaremoredeliciousand

moreenticingtotheeye・Comparedto

mostotherpeopleintheworld,Japanese

tendtoattachmuchmoreimportanceto

appearancethantootherqualitiesofa

fruit.Foreignfruitproducerswhoexport

toJapanarefindingoutthattheir廿uit

cannotbesoldatagoodpriceunlessit

looksdelicious.

Itisbestformangostobegrownin

greenhousesinJapanforobviousclimatic

reasonsandalsobecausetheylookmore

attractivewhentheyaregrownindoors.

UnlikeonmainlandKyushu,onToku-

noshima,thereisnoneedtoalwaysgo

throughthetroubleofheatingupthe

greenhouses.Thatadvantagemorethan

makesupforthetransportationcostto

themainlandislands.

Lessthan100farminghouseholds

areinvolvedinshippingmangostoday

andthesalesturnoverislessthanone

hundredmillionyenbutthereispotential

forahighervolumeofproduction.The

keytosuccesswillbetoenticepotential

consumerstopaythehighpricetotrythe

mangos.

Anintendedpotentialsalestargetis

thegiftmarket・Japanesehaveacustom

ofselectingrarefoodswithhighprices

togiveasgiftsmostlyduringmid-year

andyear-end，Theonlytroubleisthat

mangosfromTokunoshimaareshipped

inautumn.Itissaidthatmostmangos

arepresentlybeingshippedbymailin

packagesthatdonotpassthroughthe

AgriculturalCooperativeAssociation.

AmarineproductofTokunoshima

thatIwouldliketomentionisgreen

laver.Whenyoudrivealongtheseaside

roadanytimefromJanuarytotheendof

Aprilduringtheebbofthefloodtide.

younoticedeepgreenseaweedcovering

therocks・Thatisgreenlaver,Monos-

troma.Theislandershavebeenputtingit

intheirsoupandeatingitsinceancient

times.

Thisedibleseaweedisfoundaround

theislandsofOkinawaPrefecture,around

Kyushu,aroundShikoku,andalsoaround

HonshufromthewestthroughtheTokai

district・OnTokunoshima,havingstar･ted

withprefecturalaid,severalcompanies

havebeenculturinggreenlaverforthe

pasttwentyyears.Morethanhalfofthe

productionvolumeisdried,pressedinto

sheets,andshippedmostlytotheotheris-

landsoftheNanseiIslands・Mostofitis

ingestedinthetraditionalway,whichis

insoup・Theexquisitearomaisoutof

thisworld.

Thegreenlaverculturedaround

mainlandKyushuisshippedallover

Japaninpackagesasaonori,whichisa

driedandchoppedcondimentsprinkled
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olll･lceandnoodles・IIisfllsomtM･keled

injarsas応ljkiﾉduiii.whichisaboiled

downthickpaste.Buttheproduction

volumefromTokunoshimaisloolittleto

beshippedthroughoutJapan.Arepre-

sentativeoftheisland,stopgreenlaver

companytoldmethatagreatincrease

inproductionvolumeisnotrealistic

becauseanellol･mouslllvcslmclllwoukl

berequired.
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