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In order to mitigate its population redistribution and poverty problems, the Indonesian
government started a transmigration program (fransmigrasi) in 1905 to move landless people (mostly
farmers) from the densely populated areas of Indonesia, mostly Java Island, to less populated areas of
the country such as Papua, Kalimantan, Sumatra, and Sulawesi (this is called as “the first migration™).
Whereas, due to population increases in the migration area and/or catastrophes such as natural
disasters or civil wars, those transmigrants have been moved back to Java, but not to the original
place (this is called as “the secondary migration™).

‘ It has been reported that the socio-economic status (SES) and quality of life (QOL) of the

| transmigrants were generally improved as a result of the transmigration program. It is also pointed
out that environmental degradations like deforestation, erosion or accumulation of garbage,
deteriorated community health or epidemics happened in the migrated area. The present study
aimed to evaluate the changes of transmigrants’ SES and QOL, environmental qualities and
community health before and after the first and second migration, with showing inter-relationships
among these factors in two specific migrant populations. ‘ '

The first specific migrant population is made up of fishermen who migrated into the coastal area
of Lampung-Timur District, Lampung Province, Sumatra Island, in the mid-1980s. Structured
interviews with 179 households in 2010 revealed that their SES and community health conditions
generally improved after transmigration. In 1996, however, some people illegally moved out to the
elephant-conservation area to seek for more fish. Afier having social conflicts with the forest
authorities, they were forced to come back to the transmigration area in 2008. The perception of
community health, and environmental qualities, and the QOL scores with social conflict experience
were worse than without social conflict experience, and the desire for further migration was higher in
the former. While, the QOL scores of transmigrants as a whole were lower than those of indigenous
people (106 households).

The second specific population was transmigrants from Aceh and Kalimantan who faced
catastrophes (social conflicts) in these first migration areas and had to move back to the Majalengka
District, West Java province, Java Island in 1999 up to 2002. Interviews with 104 households in
2011 showed that transmigrants’ average income drastically decreased after the catastrophes, and
SES, community health conditions as well as environmental qualities did not improve by the
secondary migration. Then, the QOL scores of these transmigrants were lower than those of
indigenous people there (112 households). ’ ,

In summary, even in these specific populations, SES, QOL, perception of environmental qualities
and community health of the transmigrants gradually improved after settling down in the migration
area with showing strong inter-relationships among them. However, once catastrophes (social
conflicts) happened, levels of SES, QOL, perceptions of environmental qualities and community
health were lowered irrespective of the magnitude of social conflicts. Intensive supports from the
transmigration program should be needed especially to the people on the secondary migration.
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