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WFFERE RO (FnST) « AHBFZETld, #lIA C4 12 CRUITFR 7 A L2 (HCV) HI2k NS3/4A 7 a7
T—EBEIRAETDHE, K 1TkDa D 2 DOEHA LK 15kDa D 1 SDOEAWHF AHBELTHZ L& R
H U7z, F£72. NS3/4A 7'ua 7 7 —BILRERFIIC C4 TEMEZRE L, HIERIEEIL 2T
ST, LLEDZ EnE . HCV NS3/4A 77 7 — I3k 4 Z B L, fiiRo i LR
EHA LRI 2 EE 2 b, HOV HRE AL, RO 2ot LIFIFIcER L.,
HOV $t /Y 1CH 5 L C WA ATREMN B D,

WFZERC R OMEBE (F30) : The mechanisms underlying the persistence of Hepatitis C virus
(HCV) infection are hypothesized to involve viral proteins abrogating the host immune
response. Here, we report that HCV NS3/4A protease is associated with production of the
C4 fragment and that this action affects the host immune response. In vitro, HCV NS3/4A
protease showed concentration—dependent cleavage of C4 and a HCV NS3/4A protease
inhibitor inhibited this cleavage. Functionally, cleavage of C4 by HCV NS3/4A protease
inhibited the classical pathway and this inhibition was also abrogated by a HCV NS3/4A
protease inhibitor. Our results indicate that HCV NS3/4A protease inhibits complement
activation through cleavage of C4, and that C4 cleavage by HCV NS3/4A protease should
be one of the mechanisms underlying persistent HCV infection.
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1. BFZEBHAA 4D 5 HCV = 7B [ & HCV NS3 [ZMRKHERE A &

CHUFe ™7 A LA (HOV) (T 7= 3401
RMERT R A2 FIE L. £ OK 7 BT E D
BB HERF L. —SBDIEFNTIEBMERF 267 B I
TS, IPREICHER T 5, HCV IRt & HE
Fda-mic, SESERFETHEEOAK
g, BRGNS AT A BkEET D Z LR
FHNTED, HOV EAIZ XK 5 BARGE DR
EITHIANN &S CTREBET B E i S
TWD (Dr X 58, pl9-26, 2008),

IL-10 EEAZFFE L, 7T uohifiEa KT S8
b, Fio, UA NV ARKYHEBR @ < T A IFN
PEAERIRITIN DD HOV BB EIZ L v fRE S
U5, RIG-I =2 MDA5 % HCV RNA D EI g EFE T
U B dAsRNA 2L, X b2 RUT ED
IPS-1/MAVS/Cardif « VISA (2> 7 L Z AR % .
TBK1 <2 IKK ¢ %4 L C IRF3/IRF7 Z &M L &
B Z LTI IFN Z AT 505, NS3/4A 1%
IPS-1 % 53fi#9 % Z & C (Proc Natl Acad Sci



USA 2005) . NS3 X TBK #PHET L LT
(Hepatology 2005). 1 7 IFN & % BHE
%o F77 . NS3/4A 1% TLR3 @D 7 F /L% . NS5A
X MyD88 ZPHET A FHEME G H D (J Virol
2007), ZOXHIZ HOV BAFAR B E
R INE B ET D 2L TR & MR
LT3 EEZHNTWS, UL, HOV £
WG Dy TR X 72+ & v T
AN

2. WO B

Tz 1L, HOV JRYLE MIED 7 1 T A — L
BrC. 18 BB I BRI O W 23 HOV &
YPHIZELBOONL 2R L, &6
|Z.in vitro THCV % 4 —-> HCV NS3/4A
077 —ERMIEK C4 B EESRTHI L
HH L7, LA L. HCVNS3/4A Fu 57 —F¥
DIRIIR C4 03RS 2 0y TR X+ B & 2
272> TV, ARBFFETIL, Mk c4 Wil
fb& HOV SRR A & OBEICOWTHETT 5
ZEHEBEME LT,

3. WDk
Materials

HCV NS3/4A protease % anaspec #t: (Fremont
CA). HCV core & HCV NS5 % prospec ft

(Israel) MOEEA LT, HBEfIN/=t b
SEAfA (C1, C2) 1% Hycult #t (Netherlands) .
C4 & C4 deficient guinea pig serum(C4dGPS)
1% Sigma Aldrich # (St. Louis) 72>&HEA
L7z, HOV &V 7 a7 7 —E L EA VX-950
1% Selleck Chemicals (Houston, TX, USA)
25N L 7=, veronal buffer !X Wako

(Japan) . ZEZR ML ERIX Nippon Biotest
Laboratories inc (Japan). hemolysin IX
DENKA SEIKEN Co. Ltd, (Japan) & YA L 7=,

NS3/4A protease cleavage assay

C4 (3u1) IZ HCV NS3/4A protease. Core
HLIENSS Bul) & 30mMdithiothreitol
(DTT) &4 Assay buffer (SensolLyte® 490
HCV Protease Assay Kit, anaspec) 9ul %
JRA L. 30°C30 4y incubate L7z, C4, HCV
NS3/4A protease. Core & L < X NS5 L%
NEMOLEIX, £4F1 3ul 12 Assay
bufferi2ul ZIRG Lz, FRtiRAGTRIRE —
YRt sodium dodecyl sulfate polyacrylamide
gel electrophoresis (SDS-PAGE) T C4yHfE L .
Coomassie brilliant blue (CBB) THufs L
7o HCV &V 7 a7 7 —EREAIX NS3/4A
a7 7 —E L 30°C30 43 preincubate L7~
#%. C4 & 30°C30 43 incubate L7-, CBB 4:ff,
TR L7=% > /37 1% Nippi inc. (Tokyo
Japan) 12T N RKig_X7F v —r 2 R %
1To72,

Hemolytic analysis

o E 2 R E X e E R OBk
(Ab-sensitized sheep erythrocyte) (EA)
(AR O H R 2 IER SIS 5 ik & v
77 RIMERSCAHHMR D AIRIZIT 2%geratin B4
veronal buffer (GVB) ZfEH L7-, F7-.
TRTCOEEZTKETIT -2, RIMWE
(5X10%ells/ml) 10ml Z hemolysin ZH0x.
37°C30 4y incubate L. EA Z{ER% L7-. EASm]
IZ 10ug @ Cl 0%, 30°C 15 43 incubate
L. 28] GVB Ty L7z (BAC1), NS3/4A 7'
F7—EI%, 20 mM Tris-HCl (pH 8.0). 20%
Glycerol, 100 mM KC1, 1 mM DTT 33X 1r0.2
mM EDTA % & TV I AFAE L, pHT. 5 I Z7H
XN T, CATEIE~DEBE Y2 5
7o, ROSHIE, FeA&rIZ 24K H 2mM DTT |2
AL L=, C4 & NS3/4A T T
—+t % incubate %, EAC1 1001 EJRA L.
30°C15 4y incubate L7 (EAC1-C4), GVB T2
B, €2 (0.1mg/ml) % 1pl JOZ, =
IR T 44y incubate L7= (EACI-C4-C2), &5
\Z, GVB T 2 [AIfEy4, EAC1-C4-C2 30u 1
12 80 {FA7 IR L7= C4dGPS 1501 # M.
37°C30 4y incubate L7z, wmOL. EiGE#%
415nm TWHEERIE L, WME A LI O T
HE L,
hemolysis (%)= (sample
0D415)/(total hemolysis by
water 0OD415-GVB 0D415)

F 72, VX-950 [ NS3/4A 57 —+F & 30°C
30 43 preincubate L721%. C4 & 30°C30 47
incubate L7-,

0D415-GVB
distilled

LA HEYT

Western blot |2 THH L7254 17kD D/
NI A, image ] #HH W CE&EILL =

(densitometric analysis), C4 & NS3/4A
protease Z{EH L. B OV RORE %
arybu—e L, K 1TkD DN RRED
P b 2 PRl U 7, BEE AT 1 SPSS software
(SPSS Inc., Chicago, IL) % Vv 7=, Mann
Whitney-U test & L < I Tukey’ s test ZH
WTHRE L. p<0. 05 ZAEEHFRIICH EZADH Y
L7,

4. WFIERE
HCV NS3/44 protease /3 C4 ZEJlr7 5

C4 |Z HCV NS3/4A 7' &2 7 —F . HCV core.
# L<IZHCVNSS ZiRE L, C4 BEIrsivd
MEFENT LT-, C4 & NS3/4A 7u s 7 —¥ %
incubate L 72 ¥&RWRIZ 1%L, C4 <° NS3/4A
protease HM CIX R 720 17kD (2 D) &
15kD OEE 3 DX U7 R ENnT-
(Figure 1A), —J7. C4 & HCV core H L < iL
NS5 & incubate L72¥&WZIZIZ, 17kD & 15kD
D3 ODHURTIFHHEEIN o T
(Figure 1A),

N Km0 7 I BN~ 5. K9 100kD




DH X7 1T Cha (N Rkl NVNFQKAI) .
T5kD D& 2327 1% C4 B (NKHiIE KPRLLLES) |
32kD D& 327 1% C4y (N KB#IE EAPKVVEE)
LEZLNTZ, £ 1TKDDZ X7 DNR
WO T X BESNX, C4 ©OT X /AL

SAEVCQCA (1584-1598) , AEGKCPRQ (1591-1598) |

15k @ 7 X W& Bl % IX EAPKVVEE
(1454-1461) L Al —TdH o7z, I HIZ, [FE
L7- 15kD Z > /37 D N KD 7 3 7 BERcs
X Cay $HO N Rulidsl & b —FLi=Z &
5. HCV NS3/4A protease X C4 7 3 /g
Figl 1583 FH Y AT A v & 1584 FKHEY v
M. 1590 ZFH DI AT A & 1591 ZHHOT
T EUET 5 EEZ BT (Figure 1B),

HCV NS3/44 717 7 7 — B2 i JE 1 77 11
classical pathway JGEZ KT I H 3,

HCV NS3/4A 7' a7 7 —E 78 C4 Y+ 2%
EWV ) FROKREIIER LN 5729, EA
R ZNEICIRS L, #ifkD classical
pathway Z 8. L7=, C4d GPS (21X C4 LIFtD
IR MM EFE D70, C3 & terminal
complement component (C5-C9) @ source & L
TEA L7z, C40NS3/48 T 77— Dk
FE &8 %2 TIRA L. EACI-C4-C2 Z1ERL L.
CAd-GPS ZWRINL ., ZRIERDOFE M % fst L
720 NS3/4A 71 7 7 — V1AL T Tld, FIEfFLE
T & bl U BRI I E MK T L7
(Figure 2), Z OFEBERNG . NS3/4A a7
T—RBlE 4 EoOMEMEMNEZ®EL T,
classical pathway (fd7BREREE) 12X D BI&
i S ARIMERDBIE, T70b bR, %
PHET 5 Z R STz,

NS3/44 7'z 7 7 — B ZAIT NS3/44 7'z 7
T —=TIZ L5 C1 e iF L, classical
pathway JZ1& /a8 X5

NS3/4A protease PHEHINY NS3/4A 7'v 7
— VI D C4 UIWrcBE b E S ER
L7z, BEDORRS NS3/4A TuT 7 —F
WZ7a 7 7 —BHEA (VX-950) ZIREA L7
DB, C4 ZiRA LESIKET C4 Yl oF
Rt L7z, VX-950 (10uM LA L) ZHWT
NS3/4A 7’ 7 — VB ZRHLHET 5 Z & T,
NS3/4A a5 7 —Fic Lk v HE9 5 ¢4 3k
D 17kD & 15kD D 3 SO X 37 |3 &
70 720, [RIERIC 32kD D C4y SHOPESEIT
B U7 Figure 30), T++hbt, Fusrr—
PIHEANLNS3/4A Y57 —F¥Iz kb 4 D
BIWr &2 fHE L, 17kD & 15kD D& 37 %
C4y $HHSEEE X bBNTZ, F£7-, NS3/4A 7
77 —EIZ VX-950 Z{EA L7-BICHRIMER
iR Aa1T> & FIERAHEL IR L ¢4 @
TEMENA B2 @ Do 7= (Figure 3B), VX950 A3
NS3/4A 7T 7 —VEMET L LITLD,
classical pathway (fyBEAREE) TEMEAR T2
Wl Z LR En,
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Figure 1
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Figure 2
C4 12.5 uyg/mi C4 6.3 uyg/ml C4 3.1 yg/mli
- N N P<0.007
1 L L P<0.05
* wex *
= * = -
E 70 — — T 1
2 s0 - - -
~ [ [ [
o 50
S a0
=)
= 30
o
'5 20
=
[=3 |
% 10
T o -
o o W o o o (== s e I~ ] =
[C- [C- o o~ o
i — — (=]
=
NS3/4A protease(pg/ml)
Figure 3
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