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“In this thesis‘the problems of gerund and present participle are discussed. Also

we will examined from what the —j ng form is taken, gerund or present participle.
In his Present~0&y English Pence (1947 . 264) states that ‘gerund is sometimes

as the object of a (orlglnally the preposition on), The ais frequently dropped. ’

Some examples are given below

I. Let’s go a—fishing.

2, We all‘ went a-berrying in the woods.

3. My mother has gone a—calling,
-Pence regards the —ing form as a gerund. In the example, my mofher ha; gone
a—~calling, if a- is added to the —Ingform, it is clear that the —ing form is a gerund.
However, if a— is omitted, can we regard it as a gerund?
Curme (1947, p.54) also writes in };is Principles of FEnglish Grammar that the
‘present participle and gerund were used in the predicates to express the action to
be proceeding in the same way’

| He is writing a lettér. (present participle)

He is in writing of a letter. (gerund)

So we will discuss thé problems of the gerund and pres'ent participle comparing
Present -Day English and Shakespearean English.
The organization of thesis is as follows:
In Chépter I, 2 and 3 I will present a brief survey of views of —7ng form
representative scholars views.
In Chapter 4 and 5, I will discuss the development of gerund and present participle
in the Shakespeare’s works. And confirm the actual usage of —ing form in the

Shakespearean English, Finally I will give a brief summary and all the examples of

gerund- and presant participle from Shakespeare’s works in the appendix.
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