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At present, in Japan, the aging population has shown the marked increase. In particular, in agriculture,
population mainly engaged in farming shows the increasing number for those aged over 60 years. This
increase can be attributed to the number of post-retirement farmers as farm household members who
engage in non-farm job and after retirement engage in farming work on a full time basis. Against this
background, the purposes of the study are to grasp the characteristics of post-retirement farmer on
agricultural area and the prospective tendency of post-retirement farmer by mean of the cohort method.

First, in case of analysis, it is based on Agricultural Census 2000 of Saga Prefecture to examine the trend
of post-retirement farmer. Due to the trend for post-retirement farmer after 2000 has not analyzed so that
the study uses the cohort method to caleulate it until 2020. .

The result of analysis shows that only agricultural population aged 75 or over is going to be the upward
trend same as population mainly engaged in farming By age group, the change in the population mainly
engaged in farming for the group aged 55-59—60-64 years for male shows the positive number that is
estimated to go up until 2005-2010 and then turn to be a subsequent small increasing stage. This increase
can be atfributed to the number of post-retirement farmer. Thus, in Saga Prefecture, the rapidly increasing
trend in 2005-2010 is going to estimate the existence of post-retirement farmer who are baby boomers.

Second, in case of the field study, it surveyed two villages as Daima village, Kanzaki town (16
households) in 2004 and Mukaeshima village, Yochido town (37 households) in 2005. The result explains
that the number of post-retirement farmer shows 38% in Daima village and 49% in Mukaeshima village.
The pattern for post-retirement farmers is classified into three typical groups as follows: First, Type A are
those who only engage in farming after retirement from non-farm Jjobs. Second, Type B are those who
engage in both off-farm jobs as part time jobs and on-farm jobs after retirement from non-farm jobs. Third, |
Type C are those who continued engaging in off-farm jobs as part time jobs after retirement from non-farm
jobs and now only engage in on-farm jobs. Among three types, post-retirement farmers Type A have
occupied the highest portion in the reason of the maintenance of farm land. Post-retirement farmer has
played a leading role in contributing to agricultural production by being operator in the shared use of
machinery and being agricultural assistants in the village.

In conclusion, first, the tendency for post-retirement farmers aged 55-59—60-64 years is expected to be a
small increase after 2005-2010 for saga prefecture; second, almost post-retirement farmers are operators of
the shared use machinery that play an important role as a supportive person in agricultural production. In
future, the role of post-retirement farmer, the increasing. trend, is going to be the topic in agricultural area
and the succession in agricultural management.
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