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The Inclination of Midwives

Hoping to Go to Graduate School in A prefecture

Kumiko Takada®, Mikiyo Wakamatsu®, Atsuko Yoshidome®,
Sumiko Simoshikiryou®, Naomi Inoue”

1) Department of Maternal & Child Health Nursing, School of Health Sciences,
Faculty of Medicine, Kagoshima University
8-35-1, Sakuragaoka, Kagoshima City, 890-8544, Japan

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify the inclination of midwives hoping to go to graduate school; and to prepare
materials to promote graduate school entrance. A survey was conducted in December, 2012, using questionnaires sent to
89 midwives working at 3 different facilities.

As a result, their degrees of inclination of hoping to go to graduate school were: “really hope” - 8 (9%); “hope a
little” - 14 (16%); “less likely” - 24 (27%); “do not hope” - 20 (22%). Also, “upskilling”, “career enhancement”, and
“being interested in” were talked about as typical reasons for hope of entrance into graduate school. On the other hand,
those who did not hope stated their reasons as “graduates of vocational schools may not enter”, “not being interested
in”, “difficulties in balancing school works with practical jobs”, and “clinical work could be better to engage in”. We
found two factors leading to raising awareness of midwives towards going to graduate school: firstly, significance of
graduate school should be sought for realizing some support scheme giving consideration to women’s life cycles; and sec-
ondly, information should be further recognized about application qualification for graduate school, special educational
measures according to Article 14 of the Graduate School Establishment Standard, and the System for Long-Term

Completion.

Key words: graduate school, Midwife, curriculum contents
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