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Practices of ESD Using the Springs at Elementary Schools in Okinoerabu Island
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Abstract:

Okinoerabu Island is one of the raised coral islands and it has been historically difficult for
residents to get water resources for their daily lives. There used to be more than 130 springs using
for residential lives but nowadays here are only a few records of natural springs in Okinoerabu
Island and the residents might forget their history and live culture with the springs. This research
project tried to make a "spring location map" and describe a community improvement plan called
"Sustainable Society". In year of 2012 and 2013, we asked three of local elementary schools to
cooperate with our ESD project which uses springs as a theme of their local learning. This interim
report covers the research study, and the result of this practice is expected to promote the ESD
project in Okinoerabu Island in the near future.

Keywords: Okinoerabu Island, spring, ESD (Education for Sustainable Development), life
culture, sustainable society
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