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Abstract
PURPOSE: The critical thinking skills of nursing students undergoing domain-variant practicums were examined
using two scales, both before and after the practicums. METHODS&RESULTS: On the Critical Thinking Disposition
Scale, “awareness of rational thought,” “curiosity,” and “focus on evidence” were significantly increased, with no change
in “objectivity.” On the Self-evaluation of Critical Thinking Abilities Scale, 19 of the 26 items were significantly in-

creased, the top five being “pursuit of truth,” “sense of cooperativeness,” “level of intellectual maturity,” “intellectual
expressiveness in

2

humility,” and “reality-based.” The bottom five items were “reading comprehension and study skills,
writing,” “independence,
“expressiveness in writing” did not increase following the practicum, indicating a possible future area of focus for nursing
education. CONCLUSION: Both scales showed correlations, as scores for those students who already scored high on the
Critical Thinking Disposition Scale tended to improve on the CT Abilities Scale following the practicum. Furthermore,

students who participated in extracurricular activities had high scores on “curiosity” and “objectivity” on the Critical

29

problem solving ability,” and “self-determination and decision-making ability.” In particular,

Thinking Disposition Scale, and high scores on “communicative abilities,” “flexibility,” and “cooperativeness” on the CT
Abilities Scale.

Key words: Critical Thinking Disposition, Self-evaluation of CT Abilities, Nursing basic education
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