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A Study on Dong tribe’s rural houses and living systems of Hunan in China

Mitsuyoshi TSUCHIDA, Tomoyuki HARUNAGA, Yoshitatu YONEMORI and Su LIU

The Dazhai Village is located in the southwest of the province of Hunan in China. It is the village of
the Dong tribe. This tribe is one of the minorities in China. The purpose of this report is to clarify features
of floor plans and structures of rural houses and living systems in this village.

From the combinations of floor plans and forms of roofs, the main house-1IIl type is the most common
type in this village. This type is a rural house where the tangwu is an important space and has the upper
front roof, the lower front roof, the upper back roof and the lower back roof. And one of features of rural
houses is that they have flexible walls unrelated to structures.

Concerning structures of rural houses in this village, we can show the transition of structures. In some
rural houses columns are laid out regularly. In other rural houses fewer columns are laid out. Basically the
latter type is newer than the former.

In this village there is an intimate relationship between the living system and clans. The most impor-
tant clan is the Liang family. Especially the Liang family where the beginning of the name is Xi is
important. And this village is expanding to lower reaches from upper reaches and from low ground to high
ground.

Dong tribe, Hunan in China, Flexible wall, Transition of structures, Living systems
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Fig. 2-1 Floor plan

Fig. 2-2 Liang Xizhou

Fig. 2-3 Liang Xizhou

Fig. 2-4 Liang Puyun

Fig. 2-5 Liang Puyun
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Fig. 2-12 Floor type and Roof shape type
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Table. 2-1 Floor type and Roof shape type

No The name of the house The age of the house Floor type Roof shape type
21 Liang Xiyuan 1850 The main house I
24 Liang Xichun 1898 The main house Juig
33 Yang Zhangliu 1912 The main house Juig
30 Yang Qichun 1920 The main house it
13 | Liang Xijun - Liang Xihuang - Liang Xiyue - Liang Xihong 1950 s Dirt floor type 1
18 Pu Zhaoyou * Pu Zhaokun + Pu Guangshi 1950" s The main house Jing
15 Liang Puyun 1951 The main house it
22 Liang Xiwei - Liang Xichun 1954 The main house I
5 Liang Yuanyang 1960 The main house i1
14 Liang Xizhou 1960 The main house i
2 Liang Xihan 1960" s The main house I
12 | Liang Xijun + Liang Xihuang + Liang Xiyue - Liang Xihong 1960 s The main house Jitg
16 Zeng Jixun * Zeng Jiwen 1962 The main house il
19 Wu Bibao - Wu Bishi - Wu Biqing 1962 The main house Jii§
28 Yang Xuxiang * Zeng Jixun * Zeng Jiwen 1962 The main house m
7 Zeng Jizheng 1965 The main house m
9 Liang Yuanxd 1968 The main house I
6 Zeng Renli 1978 The main house Juig
17 Liang Xipei 1982 The main house il
1 Liang Yuanming 1983-1984 The main house I
3 Liang Xifeng 1983 The main house 1
4 Liang Yuandong 1983 The main house m
8 Yang Yuzhen 1983 The main house 1
10 Liang Yuanquan 1983 The main house I
20 Liang Xihuang 1983 The main house il
23 Liang Xiwel 1983 Dirt floor type 1
26 Liang Xixie 1983 The main house Juig
29 Liang Xihan 1983 The main house m
25 Wu Bijun - Wu Bihai 1987 The main house [
25" Wu Bijun - Wu Bihai 1987 The accessory house [
11 Liang Yuanyuan 1988 The main house il
27 Liang Xipai Uncertain The main house I8
31 Yao Yuanfu Uncertain The main house il
32 Yao Yuankai Uncertain The main house il
Table. 2-2 The number of house and The ratio >
Type The number of house | The ratio (%) O O
The main house - M Type 20 58.8 center to center. F
The main house - I Type 7 20.6 ﬂ
The main house - [ Type 4 11.8
Dirt floor type - | Type 2 5.9
The accessory house * [ Type 1 2.9 uncenter to uncenter
Total 34 100 J
M
A
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NO.14 Liang Xizhou

Fig. 2-13 Explanation of Partition wall
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Table. 2-3 Partition wall and The number of rooms

No The name of the house The age of Floor type Roof shape | uncenter to uncenter | uncenter to uncenter | uncenter to uncenter | center to center | The number
the house type (the back) (the side) (Total) of rooms
24 Liang Xichun 1898 The main house Juf 0 2 2 2 6
33 Yang Zhangliu 1912 The main house i 1 1 2 5 13
30 Yang Qichun 1920 The main house g 0 1 1 3 6
18 | Pu Zhaoyou - Pu Zhaokun - Pu Guangshi 1950 The main house il 4 2 6 4 3]
15 Liang Puyun 1951 The main house Jul 0 0 0 4 6
5 Liang Yuanyang 1960 The main house g 1 2 3 6 11
14 Liang Xizhou 1960 The main house i 0 2 2 4 8
12 Liang Xijun - Liang Xithuang 1960° s The main house Jiid 3 2 5 2 9
Liang Xiyue - Liang Xihong
16 Zeng Jixun - Zeng Jiwen 1962 The main house Jul - — - = -
19 Wu Bibao + Wu Bishi - Wu Biging 1962 The main house il 1 0 1 2
28 | Yang Xuxiang - Zeng Jixun - Zeng Jiwen 1962 The main house m 2 3 5 6 11
7 Zeng Jizheng 1965 The main house il 0 0 0 4 6
6 Zeng Renli 1978 The main house il 0 0 0 4 6
4 Liang Yuandong 1983 The main house It 0 0 0 4 7
20 Liang Xihuang 1983 The main house Ju 0 0 0 4 6
26 Liang Xixie 1983 The main house i 1 2 3 2 7
29 Liang Xihan 1983 The main house i 0 2 2 4 8
27 Liang Xipai Uncertain | The main house o 3 0 3 7 12
31 Yao Yuanfu Uncertain | The main house it 0 0 0 4 6
32 Yao Yuankai Uncertain | The main house Jug 0 0 Q 5 5
Total 16 19 35 76 148
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