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Abstract

In 1986, the Coastal Cleanup by the Center for Marine Conservation started in Texas, USA. In 1989, the International

Coastal Cleanup (ICC) has been organized with Canada and Mexico’s participants, and Japan has taken part in it from 1990.

The International Coastal Cleanup engages people to remove trash and debris from the world’s beaches and waterways, to

identify the sources of debris, and to change the behaviors that cause pollution. Four coordinators (captains) who initiated the

event in Kagoshima in 1999 established Cleanup Kagoshima Office. From 1999 to 2004, the 10,418 volunteers removed the

marine debris of 458,699 from Kagoshima coasts. In this report, the results of six years including last year are introduced.
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Fig. 1 Change of Cleanup activities from 1999 to 2004.

Table 1 Percentage of flow out sources of marine debris drifted on the beach

Item Total Ratio
Source (number)  (number) (number,item)
Fragments 7 69,793 52.2% 9,970.4
Land based activities Daily life 19 32,556 24.3% 1,713.5
Recreation 7 21,070 15.8% 3,010.0
Industry 16 3,411 2.6% 213.2
Medical industry 2 418 0.3% 209.0
Ocean based activities Industry 9 6,176 4.6% 686.2
Recreation 3 317 0.2% 105.7

Total

63 133,741
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Table 2 Worst twenty items of beach litters drifted on the
Kagoshima coasts in 2004

Rank Item Collected Percentage
number
1 Foamed plastic fragments(L) 18,583 13.8%
2 Plastic fragments 18,501 13.8%
3 Cigarettes/Cigarette filter 15,673 11.7%
4 Plastic sheet and bag fragments 13,705 10.2%
5  Foamed plastic fragments(S) 11,489 8.6%
6  Food wrappers/Containers 6,678 5.0%
7 Caps/Lids 5,977 4.5%
8  Plastic beverage bottles 5,754 4.3%
9  Glass fragments 4,454 3.3%
10 Cans 3,614 2.6%
11 Ropes 3,168 2.4%
12 Paper fragments 2,727 2.0%
13 Fire works 2,091 1.6%
14 Convenience goods 1,953 1.4%
15 Plastic bags 1,879 1.4%
16  Glass bottles 1,768 1.3%
17  Floats 1,731 1.3%
18  Cigarette lighters 1,454 1.1%
19  Straws/Stirrers 1,272 0.9%
20  Shoes/Sandals 1,254 0.9%
Other 10,116 7.9%
Total 133,741
Year

1988 2000 2001 2002 2003
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Fig. 2 Change of ranking of the worst ten items.
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Fig. 3 Comparison of the worst ten items among five areas.
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