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The Present Circumstances and Challenges of Ecotour Guides in Yakushima

Fumiko MATSUMOTO, Shoichi TASHIRO and Atsumu OHNISHI

(Laboratory of Agricultural Economics)

Summary

In recent decades, environmental problems have been growing on a global level. Recognition of this issue led to the adop-
tion of “sustainable development” as a guiding principle by the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment. in
1972. Ecotourism spread as a result of this. The definition of ecotourism varies. Generally, it involves a combination of “dev
elopment of the tourist industry”, “protection of nature, culture, and history”, and “activation of an area”. Yakushima is an
island which was registered as a World Natural Heritage site ten years ago, and is known as a mecca of ecotourism. It is
difficult to be precise about the number of ecotour guides currently working on Yakushima, but it is estimated that there

are about eighty of them. In an ecotour, the ecotour guide is indispensable. We analyze the thinking of ecotour guides and

consider the problems which they face.
Key words | Yakushima, ecotour guide, qualification and authorization system, protection of nature, local activation
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