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Table 1. Age of replyers

EmX o A B H*E (%)
Class Number Percentage
20~29 10 3.7
30~39 71 26.5
40~49 72 26.9
50~359 63 23.5
60~69 35 13.1
70~79 14 5.2
No-answer 3 1.1
Total 268 100.0
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Table 2. Occupations
X 4 A B HE (%)
Class Number Percentage
An official 42 15.7
An employee 74 27.6
Independent
enterprise 26 9.7
The third
industry 7 2.6
A housewife 99 36.9
No-answer 20 7.5
Total 268 100.0
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Table 3. Type of house construction

TERXS A B HE (%)

Class Number Percentage
Traditional 99 60.7
Platform 21 12.9
Pre-fabrication 1 0.6
Not care 38 23.3
No-answer 4 2.5

Total 163 100.0
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Table 4. Selection of builder

£5 REBROBRICREERT L&
Table 5. A point in the selection of builder

X 4 A B H=x (%) X 4 A B HE (%)
Class Number Percentage Class Number Percentage
Local builder 136 50.7 Recommendation
House builder 101 37.7 from acquaintances 109 40.7
The others 16 6.0 House exhibition 64 23.9
No-answer 15 5.6 Well-known 38 14.2
Journals 13 4.9
Total 268 100.0 Neighborhood 5 1.9
News paper and
_ . magazine 2 0.7
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BREOTIHERNI, BERBRIBVWTIIZEZN Others 13 4.9
BERIERRICEE> T vwEZELbhp, L Noanswer 22 8.2
pL, [KEOHEX—H—] EBEZ A% Total 268 100.0
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Table 6. Knowledge on kiln-dried wood and JAS

X 4 A ¥ HE (%)

Class Number Percentage
Informed 40 14.9
Uninformed 215 80.2
No-answer 13 4.9

Total 268 100.0
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Table 7. The percentage of splittable chopsticks
occupation in consumption of wood

X 4 N ¢ HE (%)
Class Number Percentage
Less than 1% 46 17.2
1~10% 74 27.6
10~20% 51 19.0
20~30% 31 11.6
More than 30% 48 17.9
No-answer 18 6.7
Total 268 100.0
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Summary

In this series of paper a few recently occurred economic situations and baffling problems chiefly concerned
with the demand and supply of wooden housing, which should be solved among the building contractors, consum-
ers and local administrators and so on, in Kagoshima prefecture, have been discussed. In this paper, as a prelimi-
nary attempt, a questionnaire survey was carried out in November, 1994 on to the 1,200 consumers, with the 268
replying filled-out papers returned, the ratio of returning being 22.4%. The results are as follws.

1. The percentage of the consumers wishing to get an independent wooden house showed the figure of 80.3,
which was well agreed with the trend of whole Japan. Generally, the consumers were not unconscious of the in-
evitable defects which the wooden houses had on durability. Nevertheless, they were fond of the wooden houses
because of the adaptability to the climate innate in those houses and the flexibility in room-planning as well as
of their nostalgic fondness of tradition. On the other hand, there has been no want of dissatisfactions concern-
ing the execution and supervision of the construction of the wooden house, such as the dubiety on the cost per
tubo and the unbearable length in the terms of workings. Indeed, the consumers have had some foreboding that
the traditional merits of the wooden house builders and carpenters have been on the decreasing tendency.

2. It was surveyed that the knowledge on wood drying was not left unused in the house constructions.
However, the percentage of the consumers who answered that they were informed of the trend of kiln-dried
wood defined in the Japanese Agricultural Standard was only 14.9. The percentage was too low, considering
the high percentage of the consumers who were well informed of the wood quality deterioration, such as ‘split’
and ‘deformation of wood.’ It was pointed out that the promotion of the spread of knowledge on kiln-drying
was indispensable.

3. It was made obvious that many consumers have misunderstood the relationship between the environ-
mental problems and the abuse of wood observable in such an example of misusing the wooden splittable chop-
sticks. The consumers have been concerned with the energy-consumption during the processing of the construc-

tion that woods should be re-used and re-cycled.



