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Dabach, New Settlement, Constructed for
Outer Islanders of Yap in Micronesia

Yasuhiro TAJIMA

Abstract

The author examined the new settlement, Dabach, which was constructed for outer islanders of Yap state in
Yap island, Micronesia, and he tried to gather materials and to interview state government officials in order to
understand aspects such as the construction processes of this new settlement.

The author also prepared questionnaires and interviewed every household head in this new settlement to
determine the actual situation such as the characteristics of residents and their opinions, paying particuler attention
to spatial aspects of this new settlement.

The followings are the results.

1 The state govemnment started planning the new settlement in 1988 for outer islanders and the first residents
moved in in 1993.

2 One of the purposes of constructing Dabach is the relocation of Madrich residents to Dabach. However, this
relocation has not proceeded very far, because Dabach residents must commute a long distance to Colonia, and
the families lack funds for constructing houses in Dabach.

3 There were twenty families and sixty-six residents in the period of our investigation. Many of them were from
Woleai atoll.

4 Only a third of the residents intend to live there permanently. This means Dabach still has the characteristics

of a temporary residence.
Two public houses and six private houses have been constructed in the new settlement. Around these houses

w

there are small fields and gardens for crops and vegetables.
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