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Propagation of Rabbiteye Blueberry (Vaccinium ashei Reade) by
Means of the Softwood Cutting (A Preliminary Report)

Toshifumi KusuiMa and Shizuo ZusHI
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Table 1. Rooting of rabbiteye blueberry cuttings

RIRE (%) w om

OfE Rooting (%) Degree of rooting

Variety I < S & I = S SOX
Top Base Average Top Base Average

Homebell 96.9 87.5 92.2 3.53 3.27 3.402
Tifblue 97.2 86.1 91.7 3.03 2.07 2.55P
Woodard 91.7 90.3 91.0 3.73 2.93 3.332

iz’

Average 95.3 87.9 91.6 3.43° 2.80¢ 3.10
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Mean separation by Duncan’s multiple range test (5 %).
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Summary

An investigation was conducted to compare the rooting capacity of the softwood cuttings
concerning the three leading varieties of rabbiteye blueberry ( Vaccinium ashei Reade), i. e.,
Woodard, Homebell and Tifblue. Some comparisons were also made on the cuttings obtained
from the top part and the basal of the shoot.

Through the three varieties all the cuttings showed more than 90 percent of rooting.
Cuttings obtained from the top rooted better than those from the base.

Judging from the degree of rooting, Tifblue was slightly inferior to Homebell and
Woodard. Cuttings from the top were clearly superior to those from the base.



