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The Principle of Conservation of Nature V.

Human being, as the Presence of Nature and of Culture.
Nature Conservation Charter

Gingoro YAMANE

Abstract

The Nature Conservation Charter of Japan (1969) declares three items. The
first, respect and love nature, and get to know her well. The second, listen to the
wisdom of nature and don’t injure her harmony. The third, leave the beauty and
value of nature uninjured for posterity. The Charter forbids the destruction of
nature and declares decisively the priority of the conservation of nature as opposed
to its exploitation.

Humans have two faces, the first that of natural existence, that is the face of the
animal, and the second that of human culture. It is necessary to satisfy both of these
faces. Since the first appearance of Homo sapiens on the earth, nature has altered
her feature gradually, increasing the speed of the alteration from a century ago. At
the same time, human beings have become both materialistic and cultured nowadays,
we are living in cultivated and artificial circumstances where human behaviour
is also much different, a century ago. Therefore, in order to consider the conserva-
tion of nature, we must treat the problem both from the standpoint of man’s Nature
and of the man’s Culture.
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June 5, 1974
NATURE CONSERVATION CHARTER

Nature is the mother of mankind and all other living creatures. It maintains a
noble internal harmony according to solemn, delicate and intricate laws.

Man is a constitutent of nature, along with sunlight, air, water, land, animal and
plant life; while man has received blessings of nature, he has met severe trials from it,
and through these experiences has built civilization. '

Mean while, as a result of his overzealous pursuit of an ever-better civilization, man
has often forgotten the value of nature; has slighted the intricacy of its workings; has
squandered its resources in the illusion that nature is an inexhaustible treasurehouse;
and in consequence, he is now destroying the harmony of nature.

This trend has grown drastically in recent years: Throughout the world the vital
balance in nature which enables life to sustain itself has been destroyed by air
pollution, water pollution, and the destruction of the earth’s green areas. The natural
environment is rapidly deteriorating.

If this situation is not remedied quickly, we may soon face a grave crisis in which
the human spirit is profoundly undermined and the very survival of life itself is
imperiled. Moreover, once the natural environment is disrupted, it takes long period
of time to restore and sometimes it may become impossible to restore at all.

Now is truly the time for us to learn to respect nature, not to subjugate it nor
to subordinate it to man: to cherish nature, to strive toward using nature wisely
without destroying its harmony. Now is the time to marshall full force of all the
people for conservation of the natural environment.

Hence, we do hereby establish this Nature Conservation Charter.

Let us respect nature, love nature and live in harmony with nature.

Let us learn from nature and act not to harm the harmony of nature.

Let us leave to future generations a nature beautiful and precious.

1. It is a prime duty for one and all, national and local governments, business
corporations and individuals, to care for nature and protect the natural environment.

2. Natural areas valued for their scenic beauty or scientific importance must be
protected for the benefit of all mankind under appropriate auspices.

3. Development must proceed with caution in line with an overall perspective.
Under no circumstances must development have priority over conservation of the
natural environment.

4. Education on nature conservation must be given from the earliest age, at
home, at school and in the community, so as to foster awareness and love of nature, and
must be aimed at forming a habit in the individual to see nature from the spirit of
conservation.

5. When nature is damaged or destroyed it must be immediately and totally
restored.
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6. We must work first in areas close to ourselves to clean up the environment and
to create green areas, and thus contribute to the creation of a bright and beautiful
living environment throughout the country.

7. Pollution or destruction of the natural environment throught waste discharges
or use of toxic chemicals should never be tolerated.

8. Strict caution must be applied with regard to throwing trash out of doors,
damaging the things of nature of emitting noises.

9. Active international cooperation based on a global perspective must be sought
for the cause of preserving the healthy natural environment.

appendix

Brief History of The Nature Conservation Charter

Both national and local governments are making legal efforts to prevent
destruction and pollution of nature and environment. For the fulfilment of
conservation objectives, each Japanese is urged to understand the conservation of
nature and the preservation of the environment, and to back that understanding with
determination to achieve their objectives.

At the 8th National Park Convention, held in 1968 at the Daisen-Oki National
Park, participants were engaged in discussions on nature conservation. It was
concluded that the formulation of guidelines was needed for every Japanese to consider
nature and nature conservation from a proper perspective, and that the establishment
of what might be termed the nature conservation charter was required for this
purpose.

This resolution was reviewed by a number of groups, led by nature conservation
organizations. In 1973, the Committee for Preparation of the Establishment of the
Nature Conservation Charter was started. This Committee consisted of a whole
gamut of representatives from all levels. The Committee assumed the task of working
out a draft of the Charter, which was finished after thorough study and discussion.

On the 5th of June, 1973, a national conference of delegates was held, and the
draft was accepted. Immediately, a declaration was made of the Nature Conservation
Charter, in the presence of the Crown Prince and Crown Princess, thus making public
the Charter. It is expected that all Japanese will follow this charter in their contact
with nature.

It is hoped that the Nature Conservation Charter will serve as a lodestar for every
Japanese in his or her posture of habits of faultlessly dealing with nature, and that
national and local governments, public organizations, associations, and private
corporations will at all times, conduct their affairs with a keen interest in the conser-
vation of nature.



